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THE REVEREND CHRIS J. ANTAL, D.MIN., M.DIV., M.A.  

LinkedIn  ORCID  

CURRENT POSITIONS 

August 2025  Contract Minister  

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Easton 

7410 Ocean Gateway 

Easton, Maryland 21601 

 October 2015 Staff Chaplain 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

Corporal Michael J. Crescenz VA Medical Center 

3900 Woodland Avenue 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104 

PREVIOUS POSITIONS 

2014-2021  Settled Minister 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern 

Rock Tavern, New York 

2012-2013 Military Chaplain 

U.S. Army – Kandahar, Afghanistan 

2012-2013 Community Minister 

Church of the Larger Fellowship 

Boston, Massachusetts 

2011-2012 Contract Minister 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern 

Rock Tavern, New York 

MINISTERIAL CREDENTIALING 

Preliminary Fellowship: 2011, Unitarian Universalist Association 

Ordained: March 20, 2011, First Unitarian Universalist Society of Albany, NY 

Full Fellowship: 2015, Unitarian Universalist Association 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/chris-j-antal-68394113
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7778-8877
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GRADUATE/ UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION 

Doctor of Ministry, Hartford Seminary, Connecticut, USA 12 May 2017  

Master of Divinity, Unification Theological Seminary, New York, USA 26 Jun 2004  

Master of Arts, Yonsei University, Seoul, South Korea 29 Aug 2003  

Bachelor of Arts, Excelsior College, New York, USA 18 Feb 2000  

Bachelor of Fine Arts (incomplete), Rhode Island School of Design, 1990-1993 

CLINICAL PASTORAL EDUCATION 

Unit 8 (Supervisory) VA NY Harbor Healthcare System, New York, New York, USA Jan – Apr 2012  

Units 6-7 Albany Medical Center, Albany, New York, USA Aug 2009 – Feb 2010  

Unit 5 VA NY Harbor Healthcare System, New York, New York, USA Sep 2008 – Jan 2009  

Units 1-4 Westchester Medical Center, Valhalla, New York, USA Jun 2007 – Jun 2008  

SELECT PUBLIC SERMON ARCHIVES 

Moral Security 2024 December 1 First Unitarian Church of Philadelphia, PA 

The Task of the Church on Memorial Day 2023 May 28 All Souls UU Church, Colorado Springs, CO 

Welcoming Veterans Who Suffer Moral Pain 2022 Nov 13 First UU Church of Wilmington, DE 

Remembrance and Mourning 2022 May 29 UU Congregation of Southern Delaware, Lewes DE 

Back from the Brink 2022 March 6 UU Congregation at Rock Tavern, NY 

Tending Moral Injury 2022 January 23 Unitarian Congregation of Westchester, PA 

What Have We Done? 2021 October 17 Maine Line Unitarian Church, Devon, PA 

PUBLICATIONS 

Antal, C.J., Byrnes, J., Denton-Borhaug, K., Saul, J. Military Moral Injury: Current Controversies and Future 

Care. Current Treatment Options in Psychiatry 11, 106–122 (2024). 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s40501-024-00317-w 

Antal C. J., Yeomans P. D., Denton-Borhaug K., Hutchinson S. A. A Communal Intervention for Military 

Moral Injury. Journal of Health Care Chaplaincy. 2022;28(sup1):S79-S88. doi: 

10.1080/08854726.2022.2032981. Epub 2022 Feb 3. PMID: 35112984.  

Cenkner, D. P., Yeomans, P. D., Antal, C. J. and Scott, J. C. (2021). A Pilot Study of a Moral Injury Group 

Intervention Co‐facilitated by a Chaplain and Psychologist. Journal of Traumatic Stress. 

doi.org/10.1002/jts.22642  

Antal, C. J. (2020). Peacemakers: Apostates of the US National Religion. In S. Breyman (Ed.), Bending the 

Arc: Striving for Peace and Justice in the Age of Terror. Albany, NY: SUNY Press.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xdxHYlB91WI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QlEExeavvwU
https://www.youtube.com/live/zdPku6NAt7E
https://vimeo.com/712562664
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDpDkqNRvVA
https://www.youtube.com/live/4bl-lg9p7u0
https://www.youtube.com/live/MJSseGlzE94
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Antal C. J., Yeomans P. D., East R., et al. (2019). Transforming Veteran Identity Through Community 

Engagement: A Chaplain–Psychologist Collaboration to Address Moral Injury. Journal of 

Humanistic Psychology. doi:10.1177/0022167819844071  

Antal, C. J. (2017). Patient to prophet: Building adaptive capacity in veterans who suffer military moral 

injury (Order No. 10673402). Available from Publicly Available Content Database. (1949718538).  

Antal, C. J., & Winings, K. (2015). Moral Injury, Soul Repair, and Creating a Place for Grace. Religious 

Education, 110(4), 382-394. doi:10.1080/00344087.2015.1063962  

SELECT INVITED PRESENTATIONS 

Antal, C. J., (August, 2024). Moral Injury Care. Veterans for Peace Annual Convention.  

Antal, C. J., Yeomans, P. D., (11 May 2023). Communal Intervention for Military Moral Injury. Keynote 

Panel. Hidden Wounds of War Conference, Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids, MI.  

Antal, C. J. (22 Apr 2023). Sharing Responsibility for Military Moral Injury. Presentation at the 

Transatlantic Perspectives on the Present and Future of Moral Injury Conference, Durham 

University, Durham, UK.  

Antal, C. J. (2022, Aug). Moral Injury. Online panel presentation at the Veteran's for Peace Annual 

Convention.  

Antal, C. J., Yeomans, P. D., Denton-Borhaug, K. & Veterans (2020, Oct). Military Moral Injury: How it 

Manifests and How to Work with It. Online presentation for the Pennsylvania Society of 

Chaplains Fall 2020 Conference. 3  

Antal, C. J. (2020, Aug). Moral Injury and Moral Distress. Panel presentation for Chaplaincy Innovation 

Lab, Brandeis University.  

Antal, C. J. (2019, Nov) Moral injury, Veterans and Public Health: a Call for Community Engagement. 

Online workshop presentation for the Association of Muslim Chaplains.  

Antal, C. J. (2019, Nov). Addressing Moral Injury in U.S. Veterans through Chaplain-Psychologist 

Collaboration and Community Engagement. Presentation Annual Meeting of the International 

Society of Traumatic Stress Studies, Chicago.  

Antal, C. J. (2019, Oct). Moral Injury and Veteran-Centric Care: Imperatives for Caring Professionals and 

Faith Community Leaders. Keynote presentation at Samaritan Healthcare and Hospice, Vorhees, 

NJ.  

Antal, C. J. & Yeomans, P. D. (2018, Sep). Moral Injury. Keynote presentation at the 2018 Mental Health 

Summit, Crescenz VA Medical Center, Philadelphia, PA.  

Antal, C. J. (2018, Jun). Moral Injury: The War Inside. Workshop presentation at the Unitarian Universalist 

Association General Assembly, Kansas City, MO.  

Antal, C. J. (2018, Apr). Strengthening Collaboration Between Chaplains and Mental Health Providers to 

Enhance Care for Veterans and Service Members. Presented at the Veterans Health 

Administration VISN 17 Center of Excellence for Research on Returning War Veterans, Waco, TX.  
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Antal, C. J., Yeomans, P. D. & East, R. (2017, Nov). Patient to Prophet: Reframing Veteran Identity using 

the Context of a Moral Injury Group and Chaplain - Psychologist Collaboration. Symposium 

presentation at the Annual Meeting of the International Society of Traumatic Stress Studies, 

Chicago, IL.  

Antal, C. J. (2017, Oct). Patient to Prophet: Building Adaptive Capacity in Veterans with Moral Injury. 

Presented at the Dialogue on Moral Injury and War, Boston University School of Theology, 

Boston, MA.  

Antal, C. J. (2017, Jan). Moral Injury: A Concept Emerging from the Care of Veterans. Presentation to the 

UPenn Spirituality, Religion and Health Interest Group, Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia, PA.  

Antal, C. J. (2016, Nov). Moral Injury. Presentation at the Armistice Day Forum, Hamline University, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota.  

Antal, C. J. (2016, Nov). Moral Injury Among U.S. Veterans and Public Health. Presentation at La Salle 

University, Philadelphia, PA.  

Antal, C. J. (2016, Aug). Moral Injury. Panel presentation at the Veteran's for Peace Convention, Berkeley, 

CA.  

Antal, C. J. (2016, May). Warfare and U.S. National Religion. Presentation to the NGO Committee on 

Disarmament, Peace and Security, UN Church Center, New York, NY.  

INTERVIEWS 

With Scott Sinkler. (14 Dec 2023). Absolutions Documentary Film, forthcoming.  

With Hazel Kahan. (12 Jan 2023). Sharing Responsibility for Military Moral Injury. Tidings Podcast on 

WPKN 90.5, Connecticut Public Radio.  

With Charlotte Guedalia.  (27 May 2021). Guedalia, C., Antal, C., Nulton, K. S. & Drexel University. 

(2021) Christopher Antal Collection. [Personal Narrative] Veteran’s History Project. Retrieved from the 

Library of Congress. 

With Scott Hutchinson. (6 Sep 2019). “Faith, Healing, & Justice with Chris Antal.” The Forgiveness Lab 

Podcast. 

With Eyal Press. (13 Jun 2018). The Wounds of a Drone Warrior. New York Times Sunday Magazine.  

With David Freudberg. (2017). Safe Place in a War Zone. Spiritual Care Podcast. Humankind Voices of 

Hope and Humanity.  

With David Suchet. (2 Dec 2016). “Can there Be Peace?” Questions of Faith Series. Audible Books.  

With Branko Marcetic. (18 Jul 2016). Meet Chris Antal: The Army chaplain who resigned over the drone 

program. In These Times.  

With Amy Goodman. (3 Jun 2016). I Refuse to Serve as an Empire Chaplain: US Army Minister Resigns 

over Drone Program. Democracy Now.  

https://scottsinkler.com/absolutions
https://hazelkahan.com/moral-injury-and-collective-responsibility-for-wars-consequences/
https://www.loc.gov/item/afc2001001.121955/
https://forgivenesslab.com/podcast/episode/forgiveness-healing-and-justice-with-chris-antal/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/13/magazine/veterans-ptsd-drone-warrior-wounds.html
https://www.humanmedia.org/product/spiritual-care/
https://inthesetimes.com/article/the-army-chaplain-who-said-no-to-drones
https://inthesetimes.com/article/the-army-chaplain-who-said-no-to-drones
https://www.democracynow.org/2016/6/3/i_refuse_to_serve_as_an
https://www.democracynow.org/2016/6/3/i_refuse_to_serve_as_an
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With Stephen Snyder. (19 May 2016). The 'Empire Chaplain': This Army clergyman quit over the US drone 

program. The World. PRI.  

With Charles Rosenberg. (2015). “An Army Chaplain in the Drone Era.” Disarmament Times. A publication 

of the UN NGO Committee on Disarmament, Peace, and Security. pp. 10-14.  

ADDITIONAL MEDIA COVERAGE 

Mid-Hudson Times. (9 Jun 2021). Unitarian pastor leaving for Philadelphia.  

Doyle, Heather Beasley. (22 May 2020). UU congregations partner with housing, food nonprofits amid 

pandemic. UU World. 

Spectrum News. (9 Oct 2017).  New Windsor Church members speak out after vandalism, theft.  

Dunne, Allison. (17 Jul 2017) WAMC Public Radio. Faith leaders hold vigil in Rock Tavern for fallen service 

members. 

Warwick Advertiser. (30 Jan 2017). Interfaith council repudiates Trump ban on refugees. 

The Chronicle Newspaper. (28 Dec 2016). Local effort to resettle refugees. 

Mottern, Nick. (1 Jun 2016). Soul to soul at Honeywell. Truthout.  

Bult, Laura, (14 May 2016). “Army Chaplain Resigns, Calling Obama’s Done Program ‘Unaccountable 

Killing’ in Public Letter,” New York Daily News.  

Hayden, Michael E. (28 May 2016). “The Army Chaplain who Quit over the ‘Unaccountable Killing’ of 

Obama’s Secretive Drone Program,” ABC News.  

Jordan, Bryant, (12 May 2016). “US Army Minister Submits Resignation over Done Warfare.” 

Military.com.  

Lilley, Kevin, (14 May 2016). “Chaplain Resigns in Letter to Obama, Rips Drone Policy,” Army Times.  

Norton, Ben. (8 Jun 2016). “Former Army Chaplain Leaves ‘Imperial’ Military to Protest Drone 

‘Unaccountable Killing’ and ‘Nuclear Policy of Terror,” Salon.  

Skinner, Donald. (17 February 2013). In Afghanistan, UUs light chalice in new congregation. UU World. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Wall Street Journal. (7 Mar 2025). An Inefficient Federal Employee Speaks Out. 

New York Times. (9 May 2016). The story of Tariq, an Afghan helper.  

Times Herald. (5 Aug 2015). Americans should admit Hiroshima was tragedy.  

New York Times. (27 Mar 2014). Visas for Afghan Allies.  

 

https://theworld.org/stories/2016/05/19/us-army-chaplain-quits-over-drone-program
https://theworld.org/stories/2016/05/19/us-army-chaplain-quits-over-drone-program
https://www.timeshudsonvalley.com/mid-hudson-times/stories/unitarian-pastor-leaving-for-philadelphia,28535
https://www.uuworld.org/articles/housing-food-pandemic
https://www.uuworld.org/articles/housing-food-pandemic
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/tx/austin/news/2017/10/09/new-windsor-church-vandalism-meeting
https://www.wamc.org/hudson-valley-news/2017-07-17/faith-leaders-hold-vigil-in-rock-tavern-for-fallen-service-members
https://www.wamc.org/hudson-valley-news/2017-07-17/faith-leaders-hold-vigil-in-rock-tavern-for-fallen-service-members
https://www.warwickadvertiser.com/news/local-news/interfaith-council-repudiates-trumps-ban-on-refugees-IVWA20170130170139997
https://www.chroniclenewspaper.com/news/local-news/cornwall-attorney-to-coordinate-local-effort-to-resettle-refugees-XQCN20161228161229942
https://truthout.org/articles/soul-to-soul-at-honeywell/
https://www.nydailynews.com/2016/05/14/army-chaplain-resigns-calling-obamas-drone-program-unaccountable-killing-in-public-letter/
https://www.nydailynews.com/2016/05/14/army-chaplain-resigns-calling-obamas-drone-program-unaccountable-killing-in-public-letter/
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/army-chaplain-quit-unaccountable-killing-obamas-secretive-drone/story?id=39290869
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/army-chaplain-quit-unaccountable-killing-obamas-secretive-drone/story?id=39290869
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2016/05/12/us-army-chaplain-submits-resignation-over-drone-warfare.html
https://www.armytimes.com/news/your-army/2016/05/14/chaplain-resigns-via-letter-to-obama-rips-drone-policy/#:~:text=Chris%20Antal%20said%20his%20inability,a%20letter%20to%20President%20Obama.&text=%22If%20I%20didn't%20have,military%20longer%2C%22%20he%20said.
https://www.salon.com/2016/06/08/u_s_army_minister_leaves_imperial_military_to_protest_drone_unaccountable_killing_nuclear_policy_of_terror/
https://www.salon.com/2016/06/08/u_s_army_minister_leaves_imperial_military_to_protest_drone_unaccountable_killing_nuclear_policy_of_terror/
https://www.uuworld.org/articles/afghanistan-new-congregation
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/an-inefficient-federal-employee-speaks-out-va-suicide-musk-doge-ab9b35c5
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/09/opinion/the-story-of-tariq-an-afghan-helper.html?emc=eta1&_r=0
https://www.recordonline.com/story/news/2015/08/06/americans-should-admit-hiroshima-was/33732323007/
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/28/opinion/visas-for-afghan-allies.html

