
 

 

 

 

 

How to Make a Gift from Your Estate 

 

   

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Easton 



 

aking a gift from your estate is easy. What follows are guidelines and suggestions for 

naming the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Easton (UUFE) to receive a gift from 

you through your Last Will and Testament. Here you will find basic information about 

different kinds of estate gifts, including sample language you may use in your Will. 

Most of this information may also be used to make a gift from a trust, a life insurance policy or a 

retirement account. Please be sure to consult with your personal estate lawyer for specific advice 

and assistance before making your gifts. 

 

Charitable Tax Status 

 

UUFE is a Maryland religious corporation which is an official affiliate of the Unitarian Universalist 

Association of Congregations. UUA is a qualified IRS religious organization and has a 501(c) (3) tax 

exempt number which is 04-210-3733. UUFE’s own federal identification number is 52-1755889. 

For estate tax purposes, bequests, legacies or other transfers to UUFE are tax deductible. 

 

General / Specific Bequests 

 

Bequests can be given for general or specific purposes and uses. 

 

A Bequest to the UUFE Endowment Fund. 

 

This type of bequest is especially appreciated because it will be added to the UUFE Endowment Fund 

which means it will be invested and continue to grow so as to provide for future Fellowship needs. See 

the description of this Fund in the brochure which is included with these materials. 

 

A Bequest for Specific Purposes 

 

Some people want to give to something special, for a specific purpose. The purpose can be 

specified in consultation with the UUFE Board of Trustees who can help you craft language that 

will ensure your gift will do what you want it to do. 

 

Specific Bequest of Assets 

 

You can give a specific asset or collection of assets in the form of cash, securities, or other 

property. Gifts from retirement plans, savings bonds, life insurance and other income deferred 

assets may be particularly attractive as tax effective gifts to charity. You may designate an amount 

or a percentage of the property. 

 

Gift of Retirement Benefits or Life Insurance 

 

A gift of benefits from a retirement account or the proceeds under a life insurance policy is not 

made in a Will; these gifts are made by completing a beneficiary designation form which must be 

received and approved by the retirement account provider or life insurance company; such forms 

can easily be requested from such entities and they often suggest language which can be used in 

making charitable gift bequests. 
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Residuary Bequest 

 

You can give all or a percentage of what remains of your estate after all specific bequests have been 

satisfied and debts and expenses have been paid. 

 

Contingent Bequest 

 

You can give all or a portion of your estate in the event that a named beneficiary is not alive when 

you die. Unless you have named a contingent beneficiary the amount of your gift may become 

part of your residuary estate. This may not be in accord with your estate plan. Also, if your Will 

does not dispose of your residuary estate, the gift may be distributed as if you died without a Will, 

which may be an undesired result. 

 

Use of a Trust in Making a Gift to UUFE 

 

The creation of a trust during your lifetime or under your Will is another way which you can 

use to make a gift to UUFE. Use of certain trusts which include charitable gifts may be 

particularly attractive because they may avoid significant estate or inheritance taxes and/ or 

provide an income tax deduction. There are many types of trusts that can be used. The 

establishment of a trust, whether while living or effective upon your death, should be done 

after consultation with an experienced estate planning lawyer. 

 

Using UUA’s Special Charitable Gift Annuity 

 

UUA has established a charitable annuity program which has become a very popular planned 

giving tool for UUs 55 years or older. This annuity provides that in exchange for a donation of 

$10,000.00 or more the Association promises to pay a fixed dollar amount to one or two persons 

for as long as they live and at the death of the donor(s) to deliver whatever remains of the 

original gift to a designated UU congregation. A portion of the annual payments is tax deductible 

as well as a portion of the original deposit. For details see the brochure entitled “A Legacy of 

Hope” which is included in your packet of materials. 

 

Suggested Bequest Language 

 

Please share the following suggested bequest language with your lawyer to assist in drafting a will 

or codicil that will achieve your charitable estate plans: 

 

General or Residual Bequest 

 

I give  % of my residual estate to the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Easton, a Maryland 

charitable religious corporation located at 7401 Ocean Gateway in Easton, Maryland to be added 

to its Endowment Fund [or to its operating funds]. 

 

 
 

 



 

Specific Bequest 

 

I give [$ amount] , or [  shares of the stock of ] or [other 

description of property] to the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Easton, a Maryland charitable 

religious corporation located at 7401 Ocean Gateway in Easton, Maryland, to be added to its 

Endowment Fund or [or to its operating funds]. 

 

Specific Bequest for Specific Purpose 

 

I give [$ amount, description of property, or  % of my residuary estate] to the Unitarian 

Universalist Fellowship at Easton, a Maryland charitable religious corporation located at 7401 Ocean 

Gateway in Easton, Maryland, 

for the following purpose:   [describe or name UUFE program]. If at any time in the 

judgment of the UUFE Board of Trustees it is deemed impossible or impracticable to carry out the 

above purpose, the Trustees shall in their sole discretion, determine a purpose as near as possible to 

that described above. 

 

Use of a Codicil when making a Specific Bequest. 

 

A Codicil is essentially an amendment to a Will. Many times making a specific bequest can easily be 

made by just executing a Codicil, which usually begins by stating: “I hereby amend my Will dated 

  by adding the following specific bequest:…” Again, consult your lawyer for the appropriate 

form, but this is a simple way to make a bequest to UUFE without redoing your entire Will. 

 

For more information, please email the Committee at plannedgiving@uufeaston.org or contact any member 

of the UUFE Planned Giving Committee. The current members are:  

 

April Harton 

John Mistrangelo 

Jean Rhian 

Rob Todd 
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