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Garden Kit:  
Certified Monarch Waystation

This garden includes plants that are host plants to the Monarch butterfly as well as plants that 
provide a nectar source throughout the season.

Once this garden is installed, an application may be completed for official certification by going to:
Monarchwatch.org and completing the online application.

This kit contains plants for a 200 square foot area, or about 10’ x 20’.  
**To certify your garden – no  insecticides may be used.**



Monarch Waystation Garden Minimum 
$175

• 3 Butterfly Weed, Asclepias tuberosa, 1 Qt

• 3 Swamp Milkweed, Asclepias incarnata, 1 Gal

• 5 Indian Blanket, Gaillardia grandiflora, 1 Qt

• 3 Bee Balm, Monarda didyma, 1 Gal

• 5 Gayfeather, Liatris spicata, 1 Gal

• 5 Purple Coneflower, Echinacea purpurea 1 Gal

• 1 Joe Pye Weed, Eupatorium maculatum, 1 Gal

25 Plants!



Bloom Chart for Monarch     
Butterfly Waystation

May 
Bee Balm:  Red 3’

Butterfly Weed:  Orange 2’
Swamp Milkweed:  Mauve Pink 3’

June 
Indian Blanket:  Yellow & Orange 1’

Gayfeather:  Purple 2’
Purple Coneflower:  Lavender Pink 2’

July 
Joe Pye Weed:  Mauve Pink 5’

August
Purple Coneflower:  Lavender Pink 2’

Joe Pye Weed:  Mauve Pink 5’

September 
Butterfly Weed:  Seed Pods 2’

Swamp Milkweed:  Seed Pods 3’
Joe Pye Weed:  Mauve Pink 5’



Perennials



Ferny, hay-scented foliage 
with strong-stemmed 
blooms in early summer, 
often repeating throughout 
the season.  Foliage stays 
late into the season until a 
very heavy frost.  Spreads 
readily.  Important nectar 
source, good dried flower 
for winter interest.
Foliage was used in Roman 
times on injuries to prevent 
infection and has many 
medicinal uses.

Yarrow
Achillea millefolium

Container 
Size:  1 
Quart

$6 ea

American 
Copper

Lorquin 
Admiral

Banded 
Hairstreak



Blue Boa Giant Hyssop
Agastache foeniculum ‘Blue Boa’

Fragrant foliage, wonderful 
deep purple-blue color in 
cooler weather, lightens 
slightly during warmer 
weather.  Heaven for 
pollinators.  Blooms from 
spring-fall non-stop.  Full 
sun, well drained.  Fragrant 
foliage.

Container 
Size:  1 
Gallon

$10 ea



Threadleaf Bluestar
Amsonia hubrichtii

Soft, ferny foliage sports 
light blue flowers in spring.  
Foliage is an excellent 
summer textural plant.  In 
fall, foliage turns a brilliant 
golden orange.  Must have 
sun, moist but not wet, to 
dry soil.

Container 
Size:  1 
Gallon

$10 ea

Summer

Fall



Columbine
Aquilegia canadensis

Red-orange flowers in early 
spring are an important 
nectar source for returning 
hummingbirds.  Foliage is 
soft blue-green color, 
leaves shaped like kitten 
paws.  Shade to morning 
sun.  

Attracts long-tongued 
insects, such as hawk 
moths, and hummingbirds.

Container 
Size:  1 
Quart

$6 ea



Butterfly Weed
Asclepia tuberosa

Important nectar source for 
Monarch butterflies.  
Orange flowers in late 
spring/early summer 
followed by marvelous seed 
pods, from which floating, 
wispy seeds disperse 
through the air in fall.  
Often plant can be nearly 
entirely eaten by hungry 
monarch caterpillars - but 
isn't that the point?  
Must-have in every sunny 
garden.  Well drained to dry 
soil.

Container 
Size:  1 
Quart

$6 ea



Swamp Milkweed
Asclepia incarnata

Another important nectar 
source for Monarch 
butterflies.  Pink 
globe-shaped flowers 
bloom fragrantly in 
summer, followed by seed 
pods.  Foliage yellows 
toward August, but be 
careful about cutting back 
and discarding spent foliage 
- there may be late 
Monarch eggs.  Don't worry 
about the orange bugs that 
collect on the stems.  
Totally normal, totally 
harmless, totally 
interesting.

Container 
Size:  1 
Gallon

$10 ea



Turtlehead
Chelone glabra

Anyone who has closely 
observed a box turtle will 
instantly see the similarity 
this flower has to a turtle's 
cranial anatomy. White 
flowers on this shade-loving 
plant bloom later in 
summer.  Nice to brighten 
up a shady, wet corner.  
Host plant to the Maryland 
State Butterfly - Baltimore 
Checkerspot

Container 
Size:  1 
Gallon

$10 ea



  Purple Coneflower
Echinacea purpurea

Lavender pink flowers with 
orange seed cones on this 
native plant provide 
long-season interest and 
are a valuable source of 
nectar, as well as seeds for 
birds - especially 
goldfinches.  

Standing seed heads are a 
nice feature for winter 
interest.

Container 
Size:  1 
Gallon

$10 ea



  Joe Pye Weed
Eupatoriam maculatum

A large plant for the back of 
a full-sun garden bed can 
be divided every few years.  
Mauve pink flowers in late 
summer to early fall attract 
hoards of butterflies.  A 
must have butterfly plant.

Very tall:   6'-8‘ 

Container 
Size:  1 
Gallon

$10 ea

American Lady

Zabulon 
Skipper

Little Glassywing



  Indian Blanket
Gaillardia grandiflora

Orange-yellow flowers 
followed by round 
globe-like seed heads 
bloom consistently from 
spring to fall on this short 
native flower.  Must have 
full sun.  Good filler 
between other plants.  
Thrives on utter neglect.  
Good with grasses.  
Reseeds sometimes.  12"

Container 
Size:  1 
Quart

$6 ea



  Gaura
Gaura linderheimeri

White flowers on gently 
arching branches resemble 
whirling butterflies.  Must 
have full sun and 
well-drained soil.  Can 
handle being quite dry.  
Does not tolerate excessive 
moisture.  Can often be up 
to 4' tall and 3' wide - so gift 
it some room.  Blooms all 
season long.  Good in 
groups.  Nice companion 
plant to lavender.

Container 
Size:  1 
Gallon

$10 ea



  Helianthus angustifolius ‘First Light’
First Light Willow Leaved Sunflower

Beautiful fall blooming 
golden yellow flower 3’4’ 
good for back of beds.  
Leave flowers standing over 
winter for bird food.  

Container 
Size:  1 
Gallon

$10 ea



  Gayfeather
Liatris spicata

Purple spikes of flowers 
bloom in mid-summer on 
erect stems to 3'-4'.  
Wonderful  dramatic 
architectural addition to the 
sunny garden.  Prefers 
moist soil.  Very 
dependable.  

Container 
Size:  1 
Gallon

$10 ea



Bee Balm
Monarda didyma

Bergamot scented foliage is 
the key identifying feature 
of this 3' tall summer 
bloomer with brilliant red 
flowers.  Hummingbirds 
adore.  Cut back in late fall.  
Readily spreads, but easy to 
contain.  

Container 
Size:  1 
Gallon

$10 ea



Woodland Stonecrop
Sedum ternatum

Groundcover sedum with 
icy white flowers in late 
spring.  The only sedum 
that can handle a bit of 
shade.  Nice in containers 
too.  Can handle dry but 
really magnificent with a bit 
of water.  

Container 
Size:  1 
Quart

$6 ea



New York Ironweed
Vernonia noveboracensis

Gigunda, late-blooming 
perennial loves moist to 
wet areas.  Brilliant cobalty 
purple flowers are a 
marvelous surprise in the 
doldrums of summer just 
when it seems the garden is 
bloomed out.  Tall 6'-8', but 
skinny 2'-3'.

Container 
Size:  1 
Quart

$6 ea



Grasses



Standing Ovation Little Bluestem
Schizachryium scoparium ‘Standing 

Ovation’
An upright cultivar grass 
native with blue-green 
foliage in summer, 
developing a 
maroon-purple cast in fall, 
then fades to peach all 
winter long.  Not floppy like 
other cultivars of this grass.  
Very well behaved.   4'  
Great to use between tall 
perennials or in the middle 
or back of a border.  Also 
great in meadow plantings 
for lower maintenance 
gardens.  

Container 
Size:  1 
Quart

$6 ea



Prairie Dropseed
Sporobolus heterolepis

Short grass with arching 
stems, soft texture.  Good 
in groups.  Sun, decently 
drained but can handle a 
little moist.  Can take 
morning shade but needs at 
least afternoon sun.  Once 
established, quite elegant.  
Front of the border.    

Container 
Size:  1 
Gallon

$10 ea



Ferns



Christmas Fern
Polystichum aristochoides

Evergreen foliage on this 
18" fern is appealing during 
winter.  Cut back previous 
years' foliage in spring…or 
not.  Likes moist but can 
handle dry-ish.  Shade to 
dappled light.

Container 
Size:  1 
Quart

$6 ea



Autumn Fern
Dryopteris autumnalis

Tall fern with 
semi-evergreen foliage to 
3'.  Likes moist but can 
handle dry-ish.  Shade to 
dappled light.

Container 
Size:  1 
Gallon

$10 ea



Flowering Vines



Campsis radicans ‘Flava’
Yellow Trumpet Vine

Beautiful yellow flowers on 
this traditionally orange-red 
blooming native climber.  
Hummingbirds are fond of 
this plant.  

Container 
Size:  2 
Gallon

$40 ea



Flowering Shrubs



Annabelle Hydrangea
Hydrangea arborescens ‘Annabelle’

Native hydrangea sun to 
part shade.  Huge round 
balls of flowers in 
mid-summer with some 
repeat bloom in fall. Deer 
resistant.  White flowers.  
Cutting flowers for 
arrangements encourages 
more blooms.  Prune for 
size any time with no fear 
of preventing the next 
season's blooms.  More sun 
=  more flowers, but will 
have some blooms in 
afternoon shade.  
Consistent moisture.  

Host plant to the 
Hydrangea Sphinx Moth - 

Container 
Size:  2 
Gallon

$15 ea



Trees



Swamp Magnolia
Magnolia virginiana

Tardily deciduous native 
tree with white 
lemon-honey scented 
flowers in spring followed 
by red seed pods (an 
important food for birds).  
10-15' tall.  Full sun to part 
shade.  Can handle really 
very wet to moderately dry.  
Works well in any garden.  
Everyone should have one.

Host plant to Sweet Bay Silk 
Moth, Spicebush 
Swallowtail and Tiger 
Swallowtail.

Container 
Size:  3’-4’

$75 ea



Eastern Red Cedar
Juniperus virginiana

Native evergreen with 
peppercorn-sized glaucous 
blueish berries greatly 
desired by birds - cedar wax 
wings, robins, cardinals and 
more.  Must have sun, 
although as a juvenile, can 
handle a little shade.  
Grows quickly when young - 
2'-3'/year.  15' in 5 years if 
you start with a 3'-4' plant.  
Good substitute for Leyland 
Cypress.  

Host plant to Juniper 
Hairstreak.

Container 
Size:  3’-4’

$50 ea


