
Sermons

December 6 - In the Midst of Both Cheer and Struggle
Seasonal music plays continuously in stores, the streets are decorated, 
and we pass one another smiling and mumbling of  our busy-ness. The 
holidays can also come with struggle and sadness in contrast to the 
cheer. At this service, Rev. Sue Browning will consider how we make 
space for all of  our expectations and experiences at this time of  year. 
During the service we’ll light the menorah in celebration of  Hanukkah. 
The choir will sing. 

December 13 - A Life of Extravagant Love
Bishop John Shelby Spong wants to, “live my life so fully, that I can give 
life away to others.  To learn to love so wastefully, that I can share my 
love with others”.  A travel writer in Sedona, Arizona, once described 
a sunset as, “when the sun makes extravagant love to the 
red rocks.”  Are you living fully and loving wastefully?  
Are you living a life of  extravagant love?  Can we make 
extravagant love in church?  Tim Poly will lead this 
service. Tim Poly is a Certifi ed Lay Servant and Youth Minister 
at Asbury United Methodist.  Tim is also an award winning 
documentary photographer and window washing business owner who is on a path 
to become a Licensed Local Pastor in the Methodist Church.  He also thinks he’s an 
ideation specialist (although he’s not sure what that means).  

December 20 - If I Were to Write a Letter to Santa ... 
How do you use your imagination? Which of  your hopes and dreams 
could use a bit of  help toward coming true?  At this service Rev. Sue 
Browning will consider how the short days of  winter can nurture 
our dreams. The choir will sing. At this service there will also be an 
outreach collection to the Good Samaritan Fund.  The service will be 
followed by our holiday potluck.  

December 27 – Coffee House Sunday
Get your coffee or tea before the service and join us for a non-
traditional Sunday experience. We’ll start the service with familiar 
elements but then form smaller groups to ponder and discuss what the 
holiday season means to us personally and culturally. We’ll wrap up 
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with some refl ection, a song and more coffee. Service 
Leader:  Nancy Sawyer. 

Nancy has been a member of  UUFE for sixteen 
years.  She has served the congregation 
in many different ways during that time.  
Professionally, Nancy is a Registered 
Dietitian and has worked for the WIC 
program as a nutrition counselor and 

now as the Coordinator for the Upper Shore WIC 
Program.

minister’s message
The Spirit of Gratitude 

Even just knowing the holidays are close brings a 
sense of  anticipation, and not always the good kind! 
Sometimes we sense we are not quite relaxed, and 
without consciously choosing to do so, our bodies have 
braced for the unexpected. We are ‘on the ready’ - a 
bit on edge. For some, lists loom large as we strive to 
keep up with personal and community traditions. Will 
we be ready? Will we meet expectations?  For others, 
we brace ourselves for changes to traditions, often 
changes not in our control. For others, we brace for 
what might be lonely times. 

In the traditional Christmas story, the shepherds 
sensed something major had happened and braced 
themselves when the angel appears. It turns out the 
season brought good news. (Luke 2:10) “And the 
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of  great joy that will be for all the people.” 
The angels were a reassuring force to the cowering 
shepherds. We each hear this story of  promise in new 
life in our own way. Maybe we hear a story which 
helps us brace a bit less fi rmly.  

What helps you fi nd a sense of  peace during the 
holidays? What reminds you (and your body) to pause 
and breathe? 

One ritual that is powerful is to name something each 
day for which we are grateful in our lives. Gratitude 
helps us make space for the wide range of  experiences 
present in the holiday season. Gratitude offers 

possibility of  connection and of  seeing our challenges 
in fresh light.  

Today I am grateful for this congregation, and the 
sense of  care that prevails in weeks of  loss as well as in 
times of  joy. 

Blessings to all and best wishes for 2016, 
Rev. Sue

president’s message
Emily offers us this thought for the holiday season:

Be Thankful

Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you 
desire,
If  you did, what would there be to look forward to?

Be thankful when you don’t know something
For it gives you the opportunity to learn.

Be thankful for the diffi cult times.
During those times you grow.

Be thankful for your limitations
Because they give you opportunities for improvement.

Be thankful for each new challenge
Because it will build your strength and character.

Be thankful for your mistakes
They will teach you valuable lessons.

Be thankful when you’re tired and weary
Because it means you’ve made a difference.

It is easy to be thankful for the good things.
A life of  rich fulfi llment comes to those who are
also thankful for the setbacks.

GRATITUDE can turn a negative into a positive.
Find a way to be thankful for your troubles
and they can become your blessings.

Author Unknown
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Children’s religious 
eduCation

We have some holiday fun planned for children and 
families at UUFE for the month of  December!

As we have done for many years, UUFE will have 
a float in the annual Olde Tyme Holiday parade in 
Easton. Please refer to the events calendar to see the 
time and location for meeting up. Our float, with its 
beautiful white doves and “Peace on Earth” sign, is 
sure to get folks in the festive spirit.

The middle and high school youth are invited to 
our December Teen Church Gathering on Sunday, 
December 6 at 10 a.m. in the Archer-Shee Room. Our 
topic this month is “The Expectation of  Shelter.” We’ll 
talk to some folks from the Talbot Interfaith Shelter to 
find out what inspires them to help the homeless in our 
community. We’ll also have the chance to pack hygiene 
bags to donate to TIS as well as the Ridgeway Shelter 
in Easton, which is operated by the Neighborhood 
Service Center.

All children and youth are invited to create tin can 
lanterns during the service on Sunday, December 13. 
These lanterns will be lit up and on display during our 
fellowship’s holiday service on December 24.

At our holiday service on December 24, the children 
are invited to sing! Please count on joining us at least 
one or two Sundays before the 24th to practice the 
song with Miss Maureen.

Here’s wishing your family hugs, peace, love, calm, 
and miracles as you navigate the magic and the 
busyness of  the holiday season.  

Patty Hamsher, CRE

denominational 
ConneCtions

the spirituality of 
regionalization

The Unitarian Universalist Association of  
Congregations (UUA) and the four districts that are 
now the components of  the Central East Regional 
Group have been planning for several years for  
re-structuring  the districts: Ohio-Meadville, St. 
Lawrence, Metro New York, and Joseph Priestley.  
The purpose of  the consolidation is to provide a more 
economical and efficient use of  staff  for providing 
support to the member congregations.  

On November 7, 2015, the presidents of  the four 
districts and the UUA signed a memorandum of  
understanding that outlines the manner in which the 
reorganization will occur.  It is an extensive document, 
but the executive summary is easy to read and 
provides a quick view of  what is planned. There is also 
more information at the cerguua.org, including a 
video on the “Spirituality of  Regionalization.”
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soCial JustiCe
Our Social Justice Outreach on December 13 will 
benefi t the Good Samaritan Fund. The Fund is a 
project of  the Talbot Association of  Clergy and Laity 
(TACL) that helps persons facing eviction or utility 
cutoffs. The maximum any applicant can receive is 
$100 within a 12 month period. The money is paid 
directly to the landlord or utility company. 

From September 1, 2011 to August 31, 2012, the fund 
helped 205 persons; 
118 facing eviction, 
and 87 facing utility 
cutoff. This totals 
$8,300 for utility 
cutoffs and $10,601 
to avert evictions for 
a total of  $18,911. 
This does not count applicants whom the Fund has 
helped fi nd other assistance through cooperation with 
Neighborhood Service Center, Social Services, Talbot 
Interfaith Shelter, St. Vincent DePaul Society, and 
other agencies. 

Good Samaritan averages about 25 calls per week. 
The Good Samaritan Fund maintains a voicemail 
hotline (410-357-6141) for applicants seeking 
assistance. The fund depends wholly on contributions 
from area congregations, and individual donors. When 
requests for help come to the UUFE offi ce, people 
are referred to the Good Samaritan Fund. The Good 
Samaritan Fund is now a 501(c) 3 component of  the 
MidShore Community Foundation and receives tax 
deductible contributions. Please your check out to 
Good Samaritan Fund.

gatherings

The Stories and Songs of Christmas
December 24 at 4:30 p.m. At our traditional 
candlelight service, Rev. Sue Browning will lead a 
service interweaving the carols of  the season and the 
stories of  a baby born in Bethlehem. The service is a 
chance to pause and remind one another of  the hope 
and possibility in the message of  Christmas. UUFE’s 
choir will sing. The service will be followed by light 
refreshments. Join us! 

Lunch with the Minister 
December 10 at 12 noon, Archer-Shee Room

Holiday Potluck
December 20. Watch the Friday email for details.

The Book Group
The Book Group not meet in December but will meet 
again on January 21. 
 
Women’s Lunch
Ladies, please join us to celebrate the Holidays at our 
December brown bag lunch at noon on Thursday, 
December 3 in the Archer Shee Room at UUFE. 
Robin Benfer, Maggie Garey, and Deb Lindinger 
will be hosting. We will provide treats and drinks. We 
will just be exchanging good cheer not gifts this year. 
Please RSVP to Deb Lindinger, dlindinger@goeaston.
net or 410 770-3068.
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You can fi nd a complete. searchable version of  our calendar online at http://uufeaston.org/events
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uufe ContaCts
UUFE Office: 410-822-8103  Website: uufeaston.org
Join us on our Facebook Page.

Minister, Rev. Sue Browning: 410-822-8103
minister@uufeaston.org; Rev. Sue Browning is at the 
Fellowship Thursdays from 10:30 AM–2 PM, and is 
available other times by appointment.

President of the Board: Emily Cranwell: 
518-470-8609; president@uufeaston.org

Coordinator, Religious Education for Children
 & Youth: Patty Hamsher: childrens-ed@uufeaston.org

Choir Director, Maureen Curtin:410-443-8799
music@uufeaston.org

Newsletter: Don Barker, Editor & Heather Grant, 
Design: newsletter@uufeaston.org. Deadline for Newsletter 
submissions is the 18th of  the month.

unitarian 
universalist 

prinCiples
Unitarian Universalism is a faith for those who want the 
freedom to develop their own religious values and beliefs 
without being bound by creed or dogma. There are seven 
principles that Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm 
and promote:

• The inherent worth and dignity of  every person;
• Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations;
• Acceptance of  one another and encouragement for 

spiritual growth in our congregations;
• A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
• The right of  conscience and the use of  the democratic 

process within our congregations and in society at large;
• The goal of  world community with peace, liberty, and 

justice for all;
• Respect for the interdependent web of  all existence, of  

which we are a part.
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