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SERMOnS
September 6 – The Promise of Home  
 
What does home mean to you? At our Labor Day service UUFE member Jack 
Harrald will reflect on what he has learned as an advocate for housing for the 
most vulnerable in Talbot County and the Eastern Shore. 

September 13 - Enter, Rejoice and Come In 
        Water Communion

When were you “the stranger” and someone invited you in? What made you 
feel welcome? What were your questions? At our first service of  the church 
year, Rev. Sue Browning will explore the power and risks of  offering invitation. 
The service will include our annual Water Communion service. (Please bring 
water from a source meaningful to you. If  you forget, plenty of  representative 
water will be available!) This Sunday the children will begin their Religious 
Education year and the choir will sing.  Special Collection: Aguayuda

September 20 – We Are All Related

The Lakota people’s traditions are grounded in practices of  welcome and 
gratitude, and their spiritual practices celebrate the deep connections across all 
cultures and boundaries. Please come and learn about the Native American 
celebration of  the Autumnal Equinox with Pastor John Moore. Such traditions 
around the solstice and equinox are very much a part of  the lifeways for traditional 
peoples throughout the Americas, and no doubt throughout the World. We are 
honored to have their spiritual gifts to guide our service.  

September 27 – Beyond Our Control 

We are encouraged to make room for others through practices of  invitation 
and hospitality. What might it mean to extend a spirit of  invitation inward and 
make more room not only for our hopes and dreams, but also for our suffering, 
struggles and losses in their many forms? Rev. Sue Browning will consider the 
many ways we experience what we can’t control, and our sources of  hope, 
peace, and acceptance in these situations. The choir will sing.
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MInIStER’S MESSaGE
Invitations Are Already Waiting

When a small envelope arrives by mail and we’re invited 
to a party, shower, or wedding, the words ‘Please 

Come’ feel good. Even when we can’t make the event, it 
feels good to have been asked. Yet these personally addressed 
invitations, with all the particulars of  time and place, are 
not that common. For practical reasons guest lists are often 
limited. 

What about other invitations in our life? What of  other 
invitations that are not quite as personalized, but that too 
offer the possibility of  inclusion, of  belonging, and of  
pleasure? These invitations are easy to miss. 

Every Sunday at 10 a.m. at UUFE, our morning service is 
an invitation to a celebrate life. Every Sunday at 10 a.m. our 
Religious Education program is an invitation to explore and 
have fun. Our traditional church year kicks off  on Sunday, 
September 13, and I’ve been working with Maureen Curtin, 
Patty Hamsher (our new RE Coordinator!), Peggy Sharp, 
Don Barker, and other congregational leaders to be sure all 
events (each event an invitation) are on the church calendar. 

When a personal invitation arrives, we note the time on our 
calendar or graciously send regrets. We know our presence 
has been requested and we’ll be missed if  we need to decline. 
Church events are like that, too. Everyone’s presence is 
valued each week. We are strengthened as a community each 
time the weekly invitation to be together is accepted, and we 
miss those not with us. The difference is that our guest list is 
never limited – all are welcome.

This fall I hope your calendar notes the invitation to be 
in community each Sunday morning at 10 a.m. Beyond 
Sundays, please check out our emerging fall calendar online 
and in our newsletter to see the many ways you are invited to 
engage, to lead and to serve. 

With love and hope, 

Rev. Sue

PRESIDEnt’S MESSaGE

Looking ahead at the coming year, I’m filled with the 
excitement of  possibility. The Board had an orientation 

in July where we got to better know one another and got to 
better understand our job serving UUFE. We spent much of  
that time defining our main goals for the year ahead.

First, the Board intends to spend quality time with the Long-
Range Plan. A draft was made over the last year but there is 
still work to be done. We need to prioritize the goals within 
the plan, work with committee leaders to get their input, and 
lay out a time line for progress towards these goals. Looking 
ahead to the next five years and beyond is invigorating as we 
think about new ways to connect and grow.

During IdeaFest, our congregation’s leaders spent time 
thinking and talking about how we can better organize 
and energize the volunteers within our organization. Part 
of  the work that the Board will do over the following year 
will look at the structure and systems that UUFE uses to 
keep ourselves moving forward. We will think about who 
does what, how we spend our time, and ways to be efficient 
in matching volunteers with their work, so that it is most 
meaningful. We want the work we do for UUFE to be 
spiritually uplifting and gratifying for all.

Of  course, part of  our job is also to think about the fiduciary 
side of  things. That means that each month we hear from 
the finance committee to keep an eye on the accounts. In 
the coming year, we hope to continue to strive towards a 
balanced budget that does not dip into our reserve savings. 

Last, I’ve defined our biggest goal as Be Awesome. While 
committees are in charge of  the day-to-day workings of  
our programming, the Board has a responsibility to oversee 
these programs to be sure they are meeting the needs of  our 
community. 

Over the next year, RE Committee will be in transition. Patty 
Hamsher will be acting as our Interim Coordinator of  RE 
until we hire someone longer term for the job. This program 
will need the support of  our whole congregation to make 
this transition a successful one. Worship Committee is also in 
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ChIlDREn’S RElIGIOUS 
EDUCatIOn

Welcome Back to Children’s RE! We’re excited to 
welcome everyone back on Saturday, August 29th! 

We are looking forward to the first Sunday of  our Children’s 
Religious Education school year on September 13th! Our 
elementary class, children in kindergarten thru fifth grade, 
will be taught every Sunday by either Leigh Marquess, 
Lauren Harton, Jamie Walter, or Rita and Don Barker. Stay 
tuned for more information our this year’s elementary school 
curriculum.

Our middle schoolers will have the opportunity to lead or 
help with elementary lessons throughout the year. Every 
other month they will join our high school youth at a Teen 
Gathering Sunday (or Teen Church) in the Archer Shee 
Room. Speakers will be invited on those Sundays to lead 
thoughtful discussions on spirituality, service, and current 
events.

Our first youth night for middle and high school students will 
be Friday, September 18th. We will have youth nights on the 
third Friday of  every other month.

-Patty Hamsher

transition. Currently without a committee chair, this is one 
area that the Board will work with Rev. Sue to make sure that 
Sunday mornings continue to be a time of  connectedness, 
where we can celebrate life and grow spiritually and 
intellectually. 

In the year ahead, I hope that you will find ways to support 
these goals, because I believe that we can make UUFE even 
more awesome.

Emily Cranwell

RECOMMEnDED REaDInG

Between the World and Me 
by Ta-Nehisi Coates

I encourage all who are interested to read Ta-Nehisi Coates’ 
recent book Between the World and Me. We will have several 
copies available through our lending library. The book may 
be also purchased for under $15. In October we will offer 
several opportunities to discuss the book. Stay tuned for 
details.

Amazon’s provides this description of  the book: “It is written 
as a letter to the author’s teenage son about the feelings, 
symbolism, and realities associated with being black in the 
United States. Coates recapitulates the American history 
of  violence against black people and the incommensurate 
policing of  black youth.  A common theme is his fear of  
bodily harm…” 

If  you have questions, please check with Rev. Sue.       

IntRODUCtIOn tO 
UnItaRIan UnIvERSalISM

If  you are interested in finding out more about Unitarian 
Universalism in general or our fellowship in particular, you 

are invited to attend the next class which will be held at the 
church on Saturday, October 24, from 9:00 - 1:00. Child care 
can be provided with advance notice. For more information 
or to sign up, please call the office at 410-822-8103.
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GathERInGS

Men’s Luncheon, September 2
Join in the conversation at a restaurant of  Jerry Fairbank’s 
choice. He will email all ROMEO regulars, Retired Old 
Men Eating Out, a few days before. All UUFE members 
and friends are invited to attend. Contact Jerry Fairbanks 
(410-822-5807)

Lunch with the Minister - September 10
Please bring a lunch and join Sue and other members and 
friends for an hour of  informal conversation at UUFE. 
We’ll begin at noon and end by 1 p.m. All are welcome!

The Book Group – September 17
The Book Group will meet Thursday, September 17 at 
11:30 in the Archer-Shee room.  We will tuck into our 
brown bags and discuss our summer mysteries: The 
Moonstone by Wilke Collins, Sycamore Row by John 
Grisham, and Still Life by Louise Penny.  Do join us, as we 
talk mysteries, whether you have read these or not.   We 
are a light-hearted group of  women sharing much that is 
interesting, as well as friendship.

Women’s Lunch Group – September 24
Deborah Lindinger has kindly offered to lead our popular 
women’s lunches now that Edie Swallow is moving away.  
She will be asking for volunteers to host these brown bag 
affairs where the hostess usually provides drinks and a treat.   
It continues to be an informal get-together of  anywhere 
from 4 to 15 ladies sharing an hour or two of  conversation.   
The lunch on the 24th will be at Deborah’s. Her home is 
in Easton Club East. Take Dutchmans Lane east from Rt. 
50 and turn left at the second entrance (Seth Rd), down 
the hill and last right on Michael Ave to #7387.  She would 
appreciate a call, 410-770-3068, if  you can come.

InnER CIRClES

Inner Circles are an opportunity to meet together and 
discuss particular topics in greater depth and share 

your spiritual journey with others. They generally meet 
once a month in member’s homes. Each group operates 
autonomously and determines as a group what they will 
explore and how to explore it.

There are still a few openings for membership in the Soul 
Matters and Humanism Inner 
Circles. For information about the 
Soul Matters Inner Circle contact 
Gayle Scroggs at gscroggs@gmail.
com. For information about the 
Humanism Inner Circle contact 

Nancy Sawyer at ndimonds@gmail.com.

The Eastern Spirituality and Christianity Inner Circles 
have been on hiatus in August. They will recommence in 
September.

We are thinking of  forming a new Circle entitled “Aging 
Joyfully.” It would deal with the concerns of  active 
retirement, healthcare, relationships, and death with 
dignity. If  you are interested in joining such a Circle, or 
have ideas you would like to discuss about organizing such 
a circle, contact  paulsharp@aol.com. 

If  you are not yet part of  an Inner Circle, but would like to join 
one or form one, contact Paul Sharp at paulnpeg@aol.com.

Emerson Café is discontinued 
for the next year as we focus 
on strengthening the Inner 
Circles. 

Love our UUFE Newsletter?  Please let us know!

If  you’re reading our newsletter in printed or digital form, please tell us: How do you receive it?  Email, postal mail, 
foyer copy, or at our web site? How often do you read it?  All or part? Which articles and items are most important to 
you? Other suggestions or comments? Email us at newsletter@uufeaston.org. Or post your comments at 
http://tinyurl.com/uufe-news. Or send mail to Newsletter, 7401 Ocean Gateway, Easton MD 21601. Thanks!
Follow UUFE on Your Mobile Device:  http://tinyurl.com/uufe-mobile
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DOn’t MISS It! thE FIRSt EvER 
DElMaRva ClUStER OF UU 
COnGREGatIOnS REtREat

October 2-4 at Camp Tockwogh in Worton, MD.

Just think how much fun it could be if  you and your 
UUFE friends spent a weekend away, at camp. You 

can bond while engaging in sports activities, on a walk, 
stargazing, doing yoga, or singing in the choir with 
Maureen Curtin, Director. If  you don’t feel like being 
physically active, there will be seated activities and a 
designated space, called the “Coffee House, for relaxed 
conversation, snacks and beverages. You’ll have the 
opportunity to know our UU neighbors, too.

Rev. David Pyle will lead the service on Sunday, and some 
of  the ministers from our neighboring congregations 
may participate. Rev. Sue and her husband, Bill, will be 
spending the weekend at camp. The Choir Directors from 
each of  the Delmarva UU congregations will be teaching 
their choirs a common set of  music and those who want to 
“drop in” to the choir can learn the music on Saturday and 
sing on Sunday.

There are three different housing option so check the 
website for details. 

The Schedule 

Check-in runs from 6-8 pm on Friday evening followed by a 
campfire with smores, music, and games. At 10:30 a “Quiet 
Campfire” will provide some soothing moments before bed. 
Dinner will not be provided that evening. On Saturday, 
breakfast will be served at 8:00 followed by UU Activities 
and Games. From 10:00-12:00 will be free time to engage 
in Tockwogh activities (ropes course, climbing wall, archery, 
waterfront activities, etc.), decorate T-shirts, “Witnessing 
Our Faith” workshop, or Coffee House.  

Lunch is at noon followed by Free Time for Tockwogh 
Activities, Cluster Choir rehearsal, and yoga. Dinner will be 
at 5:00. At 6:00 will be a sunset walk, then at 7:30 you can 
join in folk dancing. At 9:00 have fun with stargazing and 
“Quiet Campfire” at 10:30. Wake up with a smile on your 

face after such a fun Saturday. Sunday breakfast at 8:00 
followed by the worship service at 9:30 with the Cluster 
Choir singing. After the service, you will have free time with 
Tockwogh Activities and yoga. At noon will be the Closing 
Circle and farewell snacks. 

Yes, you may come for the day only, if  you wish. Please join 
in for the Sunday service, if  you would like to drive north 
about 1 ½ hours. We want everyone who wishes to attend. 
There will be partial and full scholarships. Please go to the 
Delmarva Cluster website at: 

www.uudelmarva.org/cluster-retreat 
for registration information and/or speak to Ann Davis.

PEaCE CaMP 2015 a SUCCESS!

With hand-written sticky note reminders and tips 
saved from last year, we started planning this year’s 

2nd annual Peace Camp at UUFE in mid-March. Despite 
the success of  welcoming 18 campers for four evenings last 
year, we knew there were a few changes we were going to 
make right off  the bat. This year we made camp a daytime 
event that lasted two hours each of  the three days. And 
we also cast our net wider, reaching out to several other 
congregations, boldly posting the dates on our wayside 
pulpit, and flashing our colorful poster on our Facebook 
page for several weeks. We were confident that we could put 
together a solid program that would be fun for the kids and 
the volunteers.

With what looked like a baker’s dozen of  campers signed 
up, a schedule was made. Each day would include 

Continued on Page 6
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SOCIal JUStICE

Aguayuda, with 
headquarters in 

Easton, has a team based in 
Colombia, South America, 
that helps provide safe 
potable water. Agua is 
“water” and ayuda is “help” 
in Spanish. Established in 
2006, Aguayuda provides a 
range of  sustainable water 
and sanitation solutions for 
more than 10,660 people in 
27 poor communities and 4 schools in the dessert peninsula 
of  La Guajira, Colombia. They develop cost-effective 
and easy-to-maintain water and sanitation solutions to 
combat health threats such as child mortality, diarrhea, 
and dehydration. Their work builds healthy communities. 
Children are able to spend more time in school, and adults 
have more time to work and participate in the community. 

In 2014, Aguayuda added a handwashing component 
by building Tippy Tap handwashing stations to prevent 
the spread of  diarrheal diseases and pneumonia. 
Handwashing with soap is the single-most cost effective 
health intervention. Our outreach collection last year 
was used to promote handwashing and to install 
“Tippy Tap” handwashing stations in 172 homes 
and 4 schools.
 
This year, in the face of  a recurring drought, Aguayuda 
is focusing on improving access to water by repairing 
windmills in four indigenous Wayúu communities. Child 
mortality and malnutrition rates are alarming, due to 
the lack of  water.  Once the windmills are repaired, 
Aguayuda will help to organize water & sanitation (WASH) 
committees that will manage the repair and maintenance 
of  the windmills. For more information, please go to 
their website, www.aguayuda.org.

Please make your check out to Aguayuda, Inc. with WASH 
Committee in the memo line. This is a tax deductible 
contribution. This special collection will take place on 
September 13, 2015

movement, music, crafts, and peacemakers. Our music 
team settled on five songs to teach the campers, a yoga 
instructor was fond, and we gathered t-shirts and flower 
pots to paint as well as beads and fabric to make peace 
pouches.

And then people really got interested! The day before 
camp started, we had 32 campers signed up and several 
other interested boys and girls who were put on a waiting 

list. The registration list was 
divided into three groups of  
ten or eleven, and our campers 
ranged in age from five to 11. 
We welcomed six children from 
Union Baptist church.
It was a busy, exciting three 
days that left all of  us exhausted 
and exhilarated. Our sanctuary 
and outside spaces were alive 
with dancing feet and excited 

little bodies. In each activity we touched on finding peace 
within ourselves and ways to use our words to settle disputes 
with others. We found peace in a nature walk, and learned 
about three famous child peacemakers: Rosa Marcellino, 
Malala Yousafzai, and Dekanawida.

Peace Camp was a huge success this year thanks to the enthusiasm of  
the many volunteers who pitched in with the planning and execution: 
Lauren Harton, Rev Sue Browning, Sally Woodall, Beth Lawton, 
Sue Loweree, Debbie Simpers, Kristen Wilkerson, Katie, Claire, & 
Caroline Southworth, Ann Davis, Ellie Walter, Bella Grant, Brandy 
Frampton, Shalagh Hogan, and Janet Pfeffer.
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You can fi nd a complete. searchable version of  our calendar online at http://uufeaston.org/events
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UUFE COntaCtS
UUFE Office: 410-822-8103  Website: uufeaston.org
Join us on our Facebook Page.

Minister, Rev. Sue Browning: 410-822-8103
minister@uufeaston.org; Rev. Sue Browning is at the 
Fellowship Thursdays from 10:30 AM–2 PM, and is 
available other times by appointment.

President of the Board: Emily Cranwell: 
518-470-8609; president@uufeaston.org

Coordinator, Religious Education for Children
 & Youth: Patty Hamsher: childrens-ed@uufeaston.org

Choir Director, Maureen Curtin:410-443-8799
music@uufeaston.org

Newsletter: Don Barker, Editor & Heather Grant, 
Design: newsletter@uufeaston.org. Deadline for Newsletter 
submissions is the 18th of  the month.

UnItaRIan 
UnIvERSalISt 

PRInCIPlES
Unitarian Universalism is a faith for those who want the 
freedom to develop their own religious values and beliefs 
without being bound by creed or dogma. There are seven 
principles that Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm 
and promote:

• The inherent worth and dignity of  every person;
• Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations;
• Acceptance of  one another and encouragement for 

spiritual growth in our congregations;
• A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
• The right of  conscience and the use of  the democratic 

process within our congregations and in society at large;
• The goal of  world community with peace, liberty, and 

justice for all;
• Respect for the interdependent web of  all existence, of  

which we are a part.

THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP AT EASTON
PO BOX 1162
EASTON, MD 21601                                                      
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