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SERMOnS
July 5     “A Question Box Sermon”
All year Rev. Sue considers what might be a useful message and then prepares 
a service around that theme. For this service we’ll reverse the process – the 
congregation will ask questions directly and Rev. Sue will respond. Maybe 
you have questions on UUism, or about the church, or about life, or other 
areas. Questions in advance are welcome and Sue will answer questions 
spontaneously. Rev. Sue Browning.

July 12     “But That’s Not Fair”
What makes something fair? Is equality the same as fairness? Does freedom 
lead to equality? Does equality lead to freedom? Rev. Sue will explore the 
challenges of  living into the UU principle which calls us to affirm and 
promote justice, equity and compassion in human relations. Rev. Sue 
Browning. Outreach collection for Camp Abilities.

July 19    “ Embracing Sin”
Let’s face it: Sin Happens. Humans are flawed beings. But love happens too. 
Is sin inescapable? Is salvation possible? And why is a religious humanist 
preaching about this stuff  anyway? Rev. Rob Keithan, UU Minister, is a faith 
organizing and training consultant specializing in reproductive health, rights 
and justice issues, currently working on faith engagement with the Planned 
Parenthood Federation of  America.
Outreach collection for Nepal Earthquake Relief.

July 26     “Freedom of Speech and Safe Spaces”
The right to say about anything in public space does not make saying just 
about anything a good idea. Rev. Sue will explore the messy intersection 
of  communication that is freely permitted, that which opens doors to 
understanding, and that which does potential harm and ask, how might UU 
values guide us through this maze?    Rev. Sue Browning

August 2     “Discovering Your Soul Song”
Music, from a humble bird’s song to a grand orchestral symphony, exists all 
around us.  Music reverberates in our minds and hearts to powerfully affect 

Sermons, Continued on Page 2
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MInIStER’S MESSaGE
To Not Look Away

I write today feeling pulled between my joy that gentle 
summer days are here and the horrific images from South 

Carolina, where nine women and men were massacred while 
at their church. We hear of  deep pain. We hear that hateful, 
racist assertions were made by the killer. It’s tempting to look 
away in hopelessness and helplessness and wonder, ‘What 
can I do to help turn the tide?’ and ‘Can we as a congrega-
tion help?’ 

I think the hope can be found as we broaden our relation-
ships in our local community. I know each time I do so I am 
reassured that new connections matter. Over the past six 
months Ann Davis, Nancy Sawyer and I have been a part of  
an interfaith team in Talbot County developing a series of  
programs being called the Conversation on Race. Through 
the planning process, our connections and understandings 
have grown. Last weekend Ann, Lisa Menditch, Michael 
Dann and I attended a two day session on racial justice at 
Union United Methodist Church in St. Michaels, again 
broadening our circles. Through these relationships, we 
were invited to a prayer vigil at St. Stephens AME Church 
in Unionville honoring the Charleston victims. Sally Wood-
all and I participated. It was good to be with those in our 
expanding circle to express our shared grief.  

We do live in tension. We’re called to not look away and to 
bear witness to both joy and pain. We’re called to make new 
connections and to trust that these new relationships across 
difference will matter.  

This summer at UUFE we’ll offer a wide range of  services 
– opportunities to be held and opportunities to be stretched – 
as we explore ways to deepen and widen our connections.     

Blessings for a summer of  hope and possibility,  

Rev. Sue

Sue will be in the office from 10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. on July, 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, and 
on August 27. For the first three weeks of  August she will be on vacation. Sue is avail-
able other times as well by appointment. If  you do plan to come by during regular office 
hours to meet with Sue, it’s a good idea to call or email in advance to confirm her schedule 
has not changed.  

our physical health, creative abilities, and spiritual life.  It 
has been said that between the raucousness of  rock music 
and the calm melody of  plain chant lies our whole octave 
of  being.  Bring ears to hear and leave with a song in 
your heart.  Tim Poly is affiliated with Asbury United Methodist 
(Easton) as a Certified Lay Servant and Youth Minister. He is 
an award winning documentary photographer and window washing 
business owner who is on a path to become a Licensed Local Pastor 
in the Methodist Church.  

August 9    “ Seeking God in Open Pastures”
This service focuses on boldly seeking God in areas that 
we’ve not yet considered, given ourselves permission 
to explore, or even discounted in the past. The sermon 
offers personal experiences and reflection as well as more 
academic theological underpinnings. K.C. Lazzara, PhD, 
MDiv has worked as a psychologist for over 20 years in both clinical 
and educational settings. He recently graduated with his Master of  
Divinity degree and guest preaches at various churches.  

August 16     “The God Question”    
We sometimes find language to be a barrier in our 
deepest search for truth and meaning. We will consider 
the challenge of  uncovering deeper and more liberal 
meanings in words we use to represent the sacred.  
Naming can either set up barriers or open our minds and 
hearts to mystery and possibility in our spiritual journeys.    
Nancy Orr, worship leader. Outreach collection for Meals 
on Wheels

August 23     “ Courageous Conversations”
What might a deepened conversation about race and 
racism look like and feel like? Do we have the collective 
courage to be a part of  the Black Lives Matter campaign? 
Rev. Sue will share coming opportunities to engage in 
public dialog on race on the Eastern Shore. Rev. Sue 
Browning

August 30   “You Are Here Make The Most Of It.” 
In my travels, I often see those maps with the red dot: You 
Are Here The more I think about it, these 3 words take on 
deeper and deeper meaning. Where is “here?” How did 
these people know I was going to come here to put up this 
map for me? And the conclusion from these ramblings: 
Make The Most Of  It.  John Turner will lead the service.
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PRESIDEnt’S MESSaGE

R est is not idleness, and to lie sometimes on the grass 
under trees on a summer’s day, listening to the 

murmur of  the water, or watching the clouds float across 
the sky, is by no means a waste of  time.”   John Lubbock
Summer is upon us and I sometimes have to work to relax. 
It can be hard to step back and let go enough to savor each 
morsel, remembering that this is a beautiful chance to rest, 
recuperate, and reconnect. And that this opportunity for 
respite is important, too. Later, there will be time to think 
ahead and plan. Sometimes the best thinking happens with 
a glass of  lemonade in hand.

One of  the best parts of  teaching is the rhythm of  each 
year. There is a head-down, get to work feel in the cold 
months of  winter. There is a build to crescendo each spring 
as we master our new learning. Then a hot, dreamy sum-
mer vacation that allows for a fresh start each fall.

Each September is a do-over, a chance to do it all again 
and try to make it better each time. While I won’t have the 
same math or phonics lessons to work on with our Board 
next year, we will have the same cycle of  church events to 
look forward to. Hopefully, we will also have new accom-
plishments to celebrate as our committees create something 
fresh that excites them. Much of  what we do in the coming 
year will be made possible by the chance to have this sum-
mer to recharge. 

So go for a sail, climb a tree, read, drink that iced coffee, 
bury your toes in the sand, take a siesta, play.

Then, come worship with us in gratitude on Sunday. See 
you this summer!

Emily Cranwell

ChIlDREn’S RElIGIOUS 
EDUCatIOn

The RE wing is in summer programming mode for 
Sundays in July and August. The five and under 

kids who hang out in the playroom will find no change to 
routine, as there will—as always—be two volunteers on 
hand each Sunday to sing, dance, and play with them.

Our elementary school students will be treated to weekly 
lessons from the Unitarian Universalist Association’s Moral 
Tales curriculum. Moral Tales attempts to provide children 
with the spiritual and ethical tools they will need to make 
choices and take actions reflective of  their UU beliefs 
and values. The first five sessions make up the Seeking 
Truth/Discernment unit of  Moral Tales, and participants 
are encouraged to draw upon inner resources such as 
conscience, intuition, and empathy; spiritual resources such 
as faith, prayer and forgiveness; and external resources 
that include wise teachers and the larger community. The 
next six sessions constitute the What Would Love Do unit, 
focusing on the ways love calls us to act in the world with 
humans, other living beings, and the Earth.

Our middle school students are encouraged to enjoy 
the Sunday services throughout the summer or to lend a 
hand in the playroom or elementary classroom. The RE 
Committee is grateful for everyone who has volunteered to 
keep our RE programming running smoothly throughout 
the summer!

Please note: We will not have the elementary class on July 5th.

Bridging ceremony of  middle-schoolers Liam and Ruby Grant
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EMERSOn CaFE
 
Emerson Café is taking a break during the months of  July 
and August. It will recommence on the fi rst Wednesday in 
September. 

GathERInGS
Men’s Luncheon, July 1 & 15; August 5 &19
Join in the conversation at a restaurant of  Jerry Fairbank’s 
choice. He will email all ROMEO regulars, Retired Old 
Men Eating Out, a few days before. All UUFE members 
and friends are invited to attend. Contact Jerry Fairbanks 
(410-822-5807)

The Book Group
The Book Group will not meet again until Thursday, 
September 17.  At 11:30 we will tuck into our brown bags 
and discuss our summer reads which are mysteries: The 
Moonstone by Wilke Collins (thought to be the fi rst ever 
mystery novel), Sycamore Row by John Grisham and Still 
Life by Louise Penny.  Do read one or two of  these and join 
this light-hearted group of  women come September.
 
Women’s Lunch July 23 & August 27
We do a casual, waterfront restaurant for our summer 
lunch get-togethers.  This year we will try Schooners on 
the Creek in Oxford.  Follow Rt. #333 all the way into 
town and take a right on Tilghman Street. Restaurant is 
at the very end on the water. We gather at noon on fourth 
Thursdays.  Please call Edie Swallow if  you can come(410-
745-5170).

Lunch with the Minister Thursday, July 9  
Please bring a lunch and join Sue and other members and 
friends for an hour of  informal conversation. We’ll begin 
at noon and end by 1 p.m. All are welcome! Note: Sue will 
be on vacation most of  August and we will not have a monthly Lunch 
with the Minister gathering in August.   

Around the World in 80 Slides 
Learn about a 26 year 
old sailor’s remarkable 
voyage from Hawaii to 
the Chesapeake by way 
of  the Red Sea: 1965-
1968. On Thursday 
August 27th 7-8 PM, 
here in the Sanctuary, 
Ken Court will present 
his Power Point Show of  
his voyage on the yacht 
Mamari. Come sit back 
and enjoy the show.
    
  

MUSIC

The UUFE Choir is now on their summer hiatus follow-
ing their well received Music Sunday on June 14th. Af-

ter the service choir members celebrated the end of  the 
year at a picnic at the Doughty’s, overlooking the Choptank 
River, with spouses and Rev. Sue. 

It was a delightful time with food, sun, swimming and a 
boat ride under the Dover Bridge to see the construction 
in progress of  the new Dover Bridge! Summer plans?  
Look for a fl ute duet at one of  the services in August! The 
choir will be back in the Fall on September 13th. From the 
UUFE choir to you -  Have a great Summer! 

Maureen
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InnER CIRClES

There are still a few openings for membership in the 
Soul Matters and Humanism Inner Circles. For 

information about the Soul Matters Inner Circle contact 
Gayle Scroggs at gscroggs@gmail.com. For information 
about the Humanism Inner Circle contact Nancy Sawyer 
at ndiamonds@gmail.com. If  you are not yet part of  an Inner 
Circle, but would like to join one or form one, contact Paul 
Sharp at paulnpeg@aol.com.

Reflections from the Inner Circles

This month, we are sharing a reflection from Dwayne 
Eutsey, Coordinator for the Christianity Inner Circle.

From Mark, chapter 13. Jesus has been arrested, sentenced 
to crucifixion, whipped, and crucified mostly naked before 
a mocking crowd. 

34  And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).
35 When some of  those standing near heard this, they said, 
“Listen, he’s calling Elijah.”
36 Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it 
on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him 
alone. Let’s see if  Elijah comes to take him down,” he said.
37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.

The thing that gets me about these four verses from the 
earliest Gospel is the apparent despair and futility Jesus is 
experiencing here. After hanging nailed in humiliation to 
the cross for hours, he calls out to God in an anguished cry: 
“Why have you forsaken me?” 

Compounding his profound sense of  abandonment and 
despair are all those passive spectators gathered around at 
the foot of  the cross watching him die like people today 
watch reality TV shows. They even misunderstand his 
dying words. Then Jesus cries out loudly and dies. 

That’s what’s commemorated by many Christians on Good 
Friday: the brutal, sacrificial death Jesus made to appease 
God and save humankind from hell. 

But, as a Jesuit scholar once asked in a class I had, was that 
kind of  death on the cross necessary to accomplish that? 
Had Jesus preached what he traditionally preached and 
lived as he traditionally lived, but then died of  pneumonia 
or food poisoning, would that have changed the Gospel 
message? Something to ponder. 

Personally, I think Jesus called his followers to be the 
authentic person he believed God created them to be, 
not the false self  they were 
conditioned to believe they 
were. He taught that they can 
remain true to that authentic 
self  through the most trying 
and despairing challenges 
because, he believed, God 
would be with his followers 
(even in the midst of  pneumonia, food poisoning, or being 
nailed to a cross (or the Romans sacking Jerusalem). 

But does Jesus believe that in this passage from Mark, where 
he cries out in such despair? I think so. As I mentioned 
during the last meeting, the cry of  Jesus wondering why 
God has forsaken him is actually the bleak opening lines 
from Psalm 22: 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?/Why 
are you so far from helping me, from the words of  my 
groaning?” 

The Psalm ends on a positive note, however: “Posterity will 
serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord,/
and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn/saying 
that he has done it.” Maybe this indicates that Jesus, even in 
the agonizing spectacle of  crucifixion, was putting his faith 
in what he had preached even as he died (at least in Mark’s 
interpretation of  his death). Regardless, it undermines the 
notion that God demanded the brutal and sacrificial death 
of  Jesus in order to atone for the sins of  humanity. 

For me, that’s a more hopeful and relevant way to look at 
Good Friday than the sacrificial lamb interpretation.

Dwayne Eutsey
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SOCIal JUStICE

July 12th Outreach Collection for Camp Abilities 
formerly Camp Seagull. 

For over 15 summers Camp Seagull worked with 
children ages 5-18 with developmental disabilities in 
Dorchester County. This year, the YMCA is excited to 
transition over to YMCA Camp Abilities, a one of  a 
kind camp opportunity for children that have various 
disABILITIES including physical, developmental, 
behavioral and learning. Campers will participate in 
the age-appropriate traditional day camp at the YMCA 
with their typically developing peers, with the support of  
smaller camper to counselor ratios. 

Just learning how to walk last year, 6 year old Caitlin will 
be spending her summer in Camp Abilities. With a one 
on one counselor accompanying her through her camp 
day, providing feeding and toileting assistance, hands on 
support and making sure she’s safe. With both her parents 
working, and because of  her special needs, Mom said they 
are grateful to have a place that can accommodate Caitlin 
all 9 weeks of  summer. 

Please make your check out to Dorchester YMCA with 
Camp Abilities as the memo. This is a tax deductible 
contribution.

July 19 Outreach Collection for Nepal 
Earthquake Relief 

On April 25, communities in Nepal, India, and 
Bangladesh suffered a devastating 7.8 magnitude 
earthquake. So far, reports reveal that more than 4,000 
people have died and thousands more are injured or 
missing. The devastating earthquake in Nepal has 
resulted in a growing number of  victims and widespread 
destruction of  property. This tragic disaster, in a country 
where 25% of  the population already lives at or below 
their national poverty line, reminds us of  life’s fragility 
and our human obligation to respond with generosity and 
compassion to those who suffer. With Nepal’s record of  
poor infrastructure, relief  and recovery efforts are certain 
to face significant challenges. That is one reason that 

UUSC has launched an appeal for Nepal relief  work. As 
is the practice with international disaster relief, UUSC will 
take the lead in distributing funds where they can do the 
most good, directing support toward people who are left 
out of  mainstream relief  efforts.

Please make your check out to UUSC memo Nepal Relief. 
This is tax deductible.

August 16th Outreach Collection for Talbot County 
Meals on Wheels 

Meals on Wheels (MOW) has served the county for over 30 
years, delivering well balanced meals 3 times a week (a total 
of  6 day’s meals) to frail homebound seniors. This helps 
older adults live independently. Without these meals many 
seniors would be forced into nursing homes, because of  
their inability to prepare meals. 

The MOW program, serves 
not just in the delivery 
of  food, it also sees the 
participants 3 times a week 
and makes sure they are safe 
in their homes. For some this 
is the only social contact they 
have during the week. MOW 
plans to serve 27,000 meals to over 100 seniors during the 
upcoming FY 2016. State funding has been cut by $27,300. 
To help reduce the impact of  this cut the Talbot County 
Council has increased its contribution by $13,300. The 
remaining $14,000 must be raised from local donors. 

Volunteers help pack the meals and deliver them. For 
more information or volunteering contact Gary Gunther, 
Executive Director- email: ggunther@uppershoreaging.
org, Phone Number: 410-778-6000. Website: www.
uppershoreaging.org 

Please make your checks out to Meals on Wheels, memo 
Talbot County. This is tax deductible.

A call for New Members and an Outreach Project Manager: 
The SJC is always searching for some fresh blood and for an 
Outreach Project Manager. Contact David Stevens.
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UUFE COntaCtS
UUFE Office: 410-822-8103  Website: www.uufe.org
Join us on our Facebook Page.

Minister, Rev. Sue Browning: 410-822-8103
minister@uufeaston.org; Rev. Sue Browning is at the 
Fellowship Thursdays from 10:30 AM–2 PM, and is 
available other times by appointment.

President of the Board: Emily Cranwell: 
518-470-8609; president@uufeaston.org

Coordinator, Religious Education for Children
 & Youth: Elizabeth Hausburg: 410-476-4774

Choir Director, Maureen Curtin:410-443-8799
mcurtin@goeaston.net

Newsletter Editors: Gail Woodall, Edie Swallow & 
Heather Grant: uufenewsletter@gmail.com. Deadline for 
Newsletter submissions is the 18th of  the month.

UnItaRIan 
UnIvERSalISt 

PRInCIPlES
Unitarian Universalism is a faith for those who want the 
freedom to develop their own religious values and beliefs 
without being bound by creed or dogma. There are seven 
principles that Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm 
and promote:

• The inherent worth and dignity of  every person;
• Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations;
• Acceptance of  one another and encouragement for 

spiritual growth in our congregations;
• A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
• The right of  conscience and the use of  the democratic 

process within our congregations and in society at large;
• The goal of  world community with peace, liberty, and 

justice for all;
• Respect for the interdependent web of  all existence, of  

which we are a part.

THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP AT EASTON
PO BOX 1162
EASTON, MD 21601                                                      
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