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Sermons 
	  
May 3 – Building Cultural Bridges 
When have you been an outsider? When have you struggled 
to find your place? How have these moments shed light on 
your own cultural traditions? At this service, Rev. Sue 
Browning will explore ‘otherness’ including moments in our 
day-to-day lives when we are ‘the other.’ For our annual 
Flower Communion ritual, which will be a part of the 
service, please bring a few flowers from your garden to 
share. (We will also have flowers available.) The choir will 
sing. 

May 10 - "Many Maps; No Schedule" 
Jim Richardson and Martha Hamlyn set off to spend half 
of a year on a small boat.  Lessons were learned. 
 Mistakes were made.  Perspective was gained.  Come 
hear the lessons of traveling far and traveling slowly.  

May 17 -  "Our strengths and the Beloved 
Community"  
How can we leverage our deepest strengths to nurture 
ourselves, our beloved community and the world?  To 
answer this, Dr. Gayle Scroggs, a positive psychologist 
and coach, and UUFE member, will draw surprising 
connections between the emerging science of well-being 
and our UU principles.  For the curious only, take the 
free strengths survey at www.viame.org 

May 24 – Finding meaning in the many ways we 
serve 
What does it mean to be of service? Some have served in 
the military, others as caregivers or teachers. We are of 
service when we cook and feed others, or clean up the 
grounds at UUFE. Rev. Sue Browning will consider the 
connections we build, and sacrifices we make, when we 
serve. In honor of Memorial Day, the service will include  
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an embracing meditation in memory of those we have 
who have died. 

May 31 - "People who have Changed Our lives 
for the Better"  
Janet Pfeffer and others from the congregation will share 
how mentors, friends and loved ones have shaped their 
lives and faith.  

 

Minister’s Desk  
A Bit of Structure Helps 

amily weddings, graduations or routine birthday 
gatherings generate those “Remember when…” 
moments…remember when quiet Aunt Jean’s 
toast rocked the house…remember the time the 

power went out and…  

The most spontaneous moments often occur at 
traditional events that are anything but spontaneous. 
They occur at events that take some planning. With 
menus planned, lodging arranged and welcoming touches 
in place the unexpected moments happen.  

In this spirit, UUFE is planning now for the next church 
year. We want the basic scaffolding in place to make 
space for creative exploration and connection throughout 
the year. As a part of our plans, again this year we will 
use the monthly themes provided by the national Soul 
Matters group.  Rev. Scott Tayler, UUA’s Director of 
Congregational Life and leader of Soul Matters group 
finds theme-based ministry “is a powerfully engaging way 
of focusing the life of a congregation through worship, 
religious education, small groups and other activities 
around the monthly themes.”   

Using a theme selection process UUFE has been a part 
of, the themes for 2015-16 are:  

Sept 2015: Invitation Oct: Letting Go 
Nov: Ancestry  Dec: Expectation 
Jan 2016: Resistance Feb: Desire 
March: Liberation April: Creation 
May: Blessing  June: Simplicity 

 

As we look to 2015-16, what are you imagining for 
UUFE? Do these themes trigger ideas? Are there other 
passions or concepts you’d like to see come to reality next 
year? Where might your gifts fit into UUFE’s plans? As 
your ideas come to mind, please let me, Board members 
or Committee leaders know so we can work together to 
bring them to life. 

In Connection and Love,  

Rev. Sue 

 
Presidents’ Message 
 
Spring has Sprung 
 

pring has sprung! And new ideas have begun to 
take root, grow, and flower at UUFE! It has been 
so exciting to watch some of the ideas discussed at 
IdeaFest in the fall start to come alive. Groups 

have come together as Inner Circles, which have created 
a new way to connect. Others have been hard at work 
developing a new website for us, which will be one more 
way to better reach out and share our message and news. 
The Social Justice Committee has been recruiting new 
members and brainstorming new ideas. 

Our follow-up meeting this spring, IdeaFest 2.0, gave us 
an opportunity to see how our new ideas fit into our 
developing Long Range Plan. Mary Conners led us 
through a morning of discussion that allowed us to see 
our goals more clearly and to connect them to our 
mission. The plan will help us build upon strengths, 
recommit to places that need new energy or try 
something totally new. There was a positive energy in the 
room that I feel each time I enter the Fellowship. There 
is an excitement in anticipation of our new parking lot 
and new possibilities. As we begin to share drafts of the 
Long Range Plan, I hope we will each find things that 
excite us and allow us to connect and grow on our 
spiritual paths. 

 
Emily Cranwell 

F 
S	  
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Children’s Religious 
Education 

irst I would like to thank everyone who made the 
“Mystery Friend” program a success! It is always a 
delight for all ages to enjoy food, fun, and 

fellowship.  

The elementary classroom this month will have lessons 
on “Protecting the Earth and “Get Moving”.  The first 
lessons will connect Unitarian Universalism with actions 
that affirm our human responsibility to protect the 
interdependent web of all life of which we are a part. The 
lessons will also identify with contemporary children who 
act in faith to help the environment. In the last couple of 
weeks the lessons will hopefully solidify their 
understanding of each and all of the Unitarian 
Universalist Principles, internalize the Principles as 
statements that represent the values Unitarian 
Universalists share, values which can guide and affirm 
faithful actions and choices and commit to specific ways 
they will act on the Principles. We will have a “one 
classroom” activity with all the children together for the 
Sunday of our Memorial Day weekend. 

In May our middle school group will tackle the big question, 
“How can I know what to believe?” We will explore UU 
response to this question, demonstrate that life events open 
big questions and different answers work for different people. 
We will show that we can best rely on reason, science and 
observation for answering some questions; we need subjective 
feelings to answer others; and sometimes we use a mix of 
reason and feeling to find a satisfactory answer. We will also 
discuss the big question, “What does Unitarian Universalism 
mean to me?” We will discuss a variety of response and guide 
our youth to explore the roles of religion, spirituality, faith 
and faith community in their life journeys. At the end of our 
class we hope to help our youth shape simple statements of 
what Unitarian Universalism means to them. 

My office hours at the UUFE are the first and third 
Wednesday every month from 7:00 – 8:00.  
	  

See you on Sunday! 
Liz Hausburg, CRE 
ehausburg@yahoo.com	  

Gatherings 
Men’s Luncheon, May 6 & 20th 
Join in the conversation at a restaurant of Jerry Fairbank’s 
choice. He will email all ROMEO regulars, Retired Old 
Men Eating Out, a few days before. All UUFE members 
and friends are invited to attend. Contact Jerry Fairbanks 
(410-822-5807)	  	  
	  
The Book Group, May 21, 11:30 AM	  
We’ll gather on the third Thursday, May 21st at 11:30 in 
the Archer-Shee room to discuss the new biography of 
Eleanora Duse by Helen Sheehy.  It tells of this 
legendary actress who inspired Anton Chekhov and 
popularized Henrik Ibsen. Drawing on newly discovered 
material, including Duse’s own memoir, Sheehy brings us 
to an understanding of the great actress’s unique ways of 
working: Duse acting out of her sense of her character’s 
inner life, she anticipated the bold aspects of modernism 
and performed with a sexual freedom that shocked and 
thrilled audiences. Our gatherings are a good sharing 
time so pack a lunch and join us.   

Women’s Lunch Group, 4th Thursday, Noon	  
A last minute switch had us enjoying Jean Rhian’s porch 
in April. SO Edie Swallow will be our brownbag host on 
May 28 at her home in St Michaels.  She will provide 
drinks and a treat so would appreciate you telling her if 
you can make it. (410-745-5170).  Her address is 605 
Radcliffe Ave.  After entering St. Michaels from Easton, 
turn right on E. Chew (Gina’s restaurant on corner).  
Follow through to end and turn left.  Large sign 
“Swallow” marks house.   

Lunch with the Minister 
Our ‘Lunch with the Minister’ for May will be on 
Thursday, May 7 at noon. (Note this is the first 
Thursday of May.) Please bring your lunch and we’ll 
begin right at noon. Rev. Sue will open with a general 
topic and we'll let a one hour conversation flow from 
there. All are welcome. Hope to see you then!  

 

 

F 
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Emerson Café  

 
 

The 1st & 3rd Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 
Discussions led by Paul Sharp	  

Money, Money, Money 
 
If money makes the world go round, how can we make it 
go round the way it needs to go? 

May 6: Benjamin Wallace: The Price of 
Happiness 
Can happiness be bought? To find out, author Benjamin 
Wallace sampled the world's most expensive products, 
including a bottle of 1947 Chateau Cheval Blanc, 8 
ounces of Kobe beef and the fabled (notorious) Kopi 
Luwak coffee. His critique may surprise you. 

Michael Norton: How to Buy Happiness 
Michael Norton shares fascinating research on how 
money can, indeed buy happiness -- when you don't 
spend it on yourself. Listen for surprising data on the 
many ways pro-social spending can benefit you, your 
work, and (of course) other people. 

May 20: Paul Piff: Does Money Make You Mean? 
It's amazing what a rigged game of Monopoly can reveal. 
In this entertaining but sobering talk, social psychologist 
Paul Piff shares his research into how people behave 
when they feel wealthy. (Hint: badly.) But while the 
problem of inequality is a complex and daunting 
challenge, there's good news too. 

Paul Tudor Jones II: Why We Need to Rethink 
Capitalism 
Paul Tudor Jones II loves capitalism. It's a system that 
has done him very well over the last few decades. 

Nonetheless, the hedge fund manager and philanthropist 
is concerned that a laser focus on profits is, as he puts it, 
"threatening the very underpinnings of society." In this 
thoughtful, passionate talk, he outlines his planned 
counter-offensive, which centers on the concept of 
"justness." 

 

Music Sunday, June 16	  
usic Sunday is on June 16. This is a service 
led by our Music Director, Maureen Curtin, 
that celebrates music in our lives and in our 

hearts. The choir is preparing 
choral pieces from the Medieval, 
Renaissance and Baroque 
periods of music. Among the 
composers of our Music Sunday 
program are Giovanni Pierluigi 
daPalestrina and Johann 
Pachelbel. The word “Alleluia” 
was first used in choral song 
during the 4th century.  With 

respect to that, we will perform Randall Thompson’s 
“Alleluia” from the 20th century. 

 

SONG CIRCLE 

 
The monthly acoustic Folk Music Jam and song circle 
continues this summer - we meet the 2nd Friday of each 
month, taking turns choosing and leading a song or tune, 
with everyone playing and singing together.  A nice 
chance to practice playing with others (but not running 
with scissors!) and an opportunity to learn new songs in a 
friendly setting.  Upcoming sessions will be Fridays, May 
8, June 12, and July 10, and August 14th --- 7pm, with 
coffee available.  Newcomers, families, and listeners 
always welcome!  Hosted by Dave Moore, Dick Hogle, and 
Beth Lawton.   

 

 

M 
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Social Justice 
 call for New Members. The SJC is actively 
searching for some fresh blood. The first new 
additions are Kristina Herold and B.J. Egeli 
bringing us up to seven. We are an active and 

dynamic committee, meeting monthly on the Third 
Sunday of the month at 11:15 AM starting during the 

coffee hour.  Grab 
a cuppa and see us 
in action.  We 
meet in the Archer 
Shea room. Your 
generous giving 
and the proceeds 

from Fair Trade coffee sales make our contributions 
possible. Typically we contribute on the order of $7,100 a 
year. Not bad from a congregation of our size. Our good 
work also includes providing lunches for the poor. We 
need you… 

Migrant Ministries project manager, a volunteer is 
needed! For the past several summers a loosely organized, 
interfaith group of congregations in the Easton area has 
come together to gather and deliver goods to migrant 
camps in Caroline County. Last summer there were only 
two operational camps, and UUFE participated by 
delivering nearly 30, pre-packaged bags of toiletry items. 
Kathy Bodey from Grace Lutheran has asked if our 
fellowship is interested in being involved with Migrant 
Ministry again this summer. Being the contact person for 
our congregation includes meeting with the interfaith 
group once or twice before the summer season; soliciting, 
gathering, and sorting donations from our congregation; 
and organizing the delivery of these goods at the assigned 
time.  

Please contact Patty Hamsher for information on how 
this project was accomplished last year.  
pashamsher@gmail.com or phone 443-480-9078.  She 
did the preparations for the visit very well and 
economically last year and unfortunately is swamped by 
other commitments.  If it helps, the Social Justice 
Committee has set aside $70-$100 from next year’s 
budget to help “boot strap” this endeavor. 

The Inner Circles 
he Inner Circles provide you an opportunity to 
explore your inner life, and to share ideas and 
questions 
with others 

with similar interests. 
There are now three 
Inner Circles up and 
running – the 
Christianity Inner 
Circle, the Soul 
Matters Inner Circle, 
and the Eastern Spirituality Inner Circle. We are now 
forming a fourth circle based on humanism. 

Humanism Inner Circle 
A new Inner Circle is forming to explore the areas of 
atheism and humanism oriented spirituality. If you have 
a strong spiritual drive, but have trouble accepting 
traditional religion, this might be the group for you. 
Contact Nancy Sawyer atndimonds@gmail.com. 

Soul Matters Inner Circle 
Every month, each group member receives a themed 
packet with brief readings and questions on such topics 
as resilience, revelation, tradition, and so on. Each 
member chooses a question that speaks to them 
personally – and then “walks with it” for a couple weeks, 
ready to share their deeper, personal learnings at the 
meetings. The group meets on the first Monday of the 
month from 4:30 to 6 pm at UUFE. To join, contact 
Gayle Scroggs at gscroggs@gmail.com. 

Christianity Inner Circle 
The Christianity Inner Circle is exploring Zealot: The 
Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth,  written by Reza 
Aslan, This book provides a good historical context for 
the origins of Christianity. We are now studying the role 
of the Apostle Paul in determining the framework of the 
early Christian church. This Circle is coordinated by 
Dwayne Eutsey. 

Eastern Spirituality Inner Circle 
This group is exploring the spiritual traditions of Eastern 
religions, primarily Buddhism and Taoism. They have 

A T 
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explored Radical Acceptance by Tara Brach, Waking Up: 
A Guide to Spirituality without Religion, by Sam Harris, 
and are now exploring Tao, the Watercourse Way, by 
Alan Watts. This circle is coordinated by Paul Sharp. 

 

Workshop: Joseph 
Priestley District 

Bearing Witness in the Public Sphere – May 30th, 
2015 10am-3pm  

ow do we represent Unitarian Universalism 
with authenticity and integrity when we are 
engaged in justice issues in the world?  How 

do we remain true to our liberal faith tradition in work-
ing on issues of Social Justice, especially when we are 
sharing that work with people who may not fully agree 
with us?  This workshop, led by Rev. David Pyle, the 
JPD District Executive, and Rev. Greg Chute, the minis-
ter with the Unitarian Universalists of Central Delaware 
will explore how to speak publicly about Unitarian Uni-
versalism; and how to engage with others who may not 
agree with us to work together on issues where we can 
transform the world.  The workshop will be held at the 
Unitarian Universalists of the Chester River, 914 Gate-
way Dr, Chestertown, MD 21620.  Lunch will be pro-
vided. The workshop is free and open to anyone wanting 
to explore and improve their advocacy skills. For more 
information and to register, please contact Rev Chute at: 
pastoruucd@gmail.com.  

 

Don’t Miss Out! Save the 
Date: October 2nd-4th, 2015 

All Church Retreat with Churches from the Delmarva 
Cluster at YMCA Camp Tockwogh in Warton, MD 

A subcommittee of the UUs of the Delmarva Cluster is 
working hard to create an enriching experience for folks 
of all ages. Scholarships will be available so no one will 
miss out. To learn more about camp Tockwogh go to the 
website at www.tockwogh.org.  For further information 
and to suggest your ideas about how to create a reward-
ing retreat, please contact Ann Davis awd1620@aol.com. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: 
Annual Meeting May 17 
 
Our Annual Congregational Meeting follows the 
service on May 17th. We need a quorum of over 
50% of members present as we vote on important 
changes to our bylaws concerning ministry. Both the 
budget and the slate of nominees for officers and the 
board are also on the agenda. Lunch snacks will be 
provided.   
 

 

 

 

 

May 23, Saturday 8am to noon 

Bring your items to UUFE Sunday May 18 after the 
annual meeting! Or Monday – Friday (May 19 – 23) 
from 10 a.m. – noon, Monday – Thursday (May 19 
– 22) from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. Volunteers shop early! 
We need you Saturday at the event or to help receive 
and set up items. Sign up soon (Janet Pfeffer 410-
310-4559 or jpfeffer@goeaston.net.  

 

 

Recycle and support UUFE! 

 
  
  

 

H 
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UUFE Contacts 

	  
Minister,	  Rev.	  Sue	  Browning ...............................410-‐822-‐8103	  
	   minister@uufeaston.org	  

Rev.	  Sue	  Browning	  is	  at	  the	  Fellowship	  Thursdays	  from	  	  
10:30	  AM–2	  PM,	  and	  is	  available	  other	  times	  by	  appointment.	  

President	  of	  the	  Board:	  Emily	  Cranwell ..............518-‐470-‐8609	  
	   president@uufeaston.org	  

Coordinator,	  Religious	  Education	  for	  Children	  
	  &	  Youth:	  Elizabeth	  Hausburg .............................410-‐476-‐4774	  

Choir	  Director,	  Maureen	  Curtin ..........................410-‐443-‐8799	  
	   mcurtin@goeaston.net	  

UUFE	  Office: ........................................................410-‐822-‐8103	  

Newsletter	  Editors:	  Gail	  Woodall,	  Edie	  Swallow	  &	  Heather	  
Grant.......................................................................................... 	  
	   uufenewsletter@gmail.com	  

Join	  us	  on	  our	  Facebook	  Page.	  

Deadline	  for	  Newsletter	  submissions	  is	  the	  15th	  of	  the	  month.	  

 
 

Unitarian Universalist Principles 
Unitarian	  Universalism	  is	  a	  faith	  for	  those	  who	  want	  the	  
freedom	  to	  develop	  their	  own	  religious	  values	  and	  
beliefs	  without	  being	  bound	  by	  creed	  or	  dogma.	  There	  
are	  seven	  principles	  that	  Unitarian	  Universalist	  
congregations	  affirm	  and	  promote:	  

•	   The	  inherent	  worth	  and	  dignity	  of	  every	  person;	  

•	   Justice,	  equity,	  and	  compassion	  in	  human	  relations;	  

•	   Acceptance	  of	  one	  another	  and	  encouragement	  for	  
spiritual	  growth	  in	  our	  congregations;	  

•	   A	  free	  and	  responsible	  search	  for	  truth	  and	  
meaning;	  

•	   The	  right	  of	  conscience	  and	  the	  use	  of	  the	  
democratic	  process	  within	  our	  congregations	  and	  in	  
society	  at	  large;	  

•	   The	  goal	  of	  world	  community	  with	  peace,	  liberty,	  
and	  justice	  for	  all;	  

•	   Respect	  for	  the	  interdependent	  web	  of	  all	  existence,	  
of	  which	  we	  are	  a	  part.	  
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