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Sermons 

The Courage To Renew 

Oct 5 Often renewal and regeneration begin with pruning and letting 

go. Mythologist Joseph Campbell observes, “We must be willing to get 

rid of the life we planned, so as to have the life that is waiting for us. 

The old skin has to be shed before the new one can come.” What life 

waits for you? Rev. Sue Browning opens our month of considering the 

theme, “Renewal.” 

Oct 12 The Other Side of the Pond 

This sermon questions the idea of our nation honoring Columbus and 

ignoring the damage done to indigenous people by Columbus and other 

later settlers. Some UU congregations and others have renamed the day, 

“Indigenous Peoples Day.” Nancy Orr will lead the service. 

Oct 19 Finding Hope in Headlines 

Whether news comes to us through newspapers or cable stations, 

through friends, or through late night comedy, it’s hard to escape stories 

hoping to engage our fears. Is it possible to step back far enough to im-

agine the possibilities for hope in the world? Can we influence the head-

lines? Rev. Sue Browning explores how we might be a renewing force 

in the world. 

Outreach Collection Oct 19: Talbot Interfaith Shelter. Make checks 

out to TIS. This contribution is tax deductible. See p. 5 for details. 

Oct 26 One Book, One Congregation: Lifecraft 

Lifecraft: The Art of Meaning in the Everyday is a 

joyous book on the art of finding meaning in daily 

life. The late Forrest Church, former minister of All 

Souls in New York City, challenges much of the 

modern search for meaning and, indeed, the entire 

thrust of modern technology. Copies are available 

for signing out in the UUFE office.

Newsletter 
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To make an end is to make 

a beginning. 
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Minister’s Desk  

Where Does Renewal Begin? 

ur theme for October is renewal. Renewal 

for me begins with a first sip of coffee each 

day. There is nuance in that first sip. The 

flavor and temperature vary ever so slightly each 

day. Maybe the amount of milk I’ve added varies a 

bit, or I’m at a new coffee shop. Sometimes my first 

sip comes after a deep, restful sleep, and other 

times, it comes in the midst of a more frenzied 

week. In my first sip, I’m offered sustaining energy 

and warmth (ok, and caffeine). It’s a renewal mo-

ment I treasure each day.  

Is your daily re-

generation in coffee 

or tea or maybe in 

picking up the morn-

ing paper or in a slice 

of well-buttered toast? 

Or is it starting a first 

load of laundry or wa-

tering the plants? Do you sense renewal in trips to 

the grocery store or visits to the barber or hairdress-

er? Maybe renewal comes when you call a neighbor 

or open the door for another? Moments of renewal 

offer a fresh look, and often, this is a fresh look at 

that which is most familiar.  

One source of our UU faith is “direct experience 

of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed 

in all cultures, which moves us to a renewal of the 

spirit and openness to the forces which create and 

uphold life.” Renewal invites openness and readi-

ness for a new day. The work of renewal is shared 

work. As we explore the theme of renewal in Octo-

ber, I’m hopeful we’ll do so in preparation for the 

shared work of imagining our 

shared future as a congregation 

planned for November.  

Blessings, 

Sue Browning 

Presidents’ Message 

Make an Impact 

hat drew you to UUFE? What made you 

stay? What is one incredible thing that 

you have seen happen here? What do 

you dream that we could do? 

On Nov. 8 and 9, we will be gathering in fel-

lowship to ask and answer, to share our ideas, and 

to have fun. You are invited! 

We will be working to refresh and renew our vi-

sion and plans for our future, energizing and inspir-

ing our path forward. We want to be creative, inno-

vative, and thoughtful. 

The process will seek input from our newest 

members and members with experience. We want to 

remain open to new ideas, to bring our energy and 

our enthusiasm for what we can do and be. We will 

create a vision to aspire to. 

So bring your thoughts and ideas for UUFE. 

They are your best gift to our community. 

Do I sound excited? That’s because I am! I un-

derwent a similar process at my school as a teacher, 

helping to inspire our long-range plan. It was excit-

ing, and I truly felt heard by the members of the 

community. I left feeling that I had given something 

to my school community, and a document was cre-

ated to show our efforts. It felt satisfying to make 

something collaboratively that reflects our thinking. 

I hope that you will find the process at UUFE just 

as gratifying. Just as exciting, Mary Connors, a 

member of our congregation (and Managing Partner 

of Connors Davis and Company, Inc.) is bringing 

her expertise to facilitate our process. So, please, 

join us! 

Emily Cranwell 

  

O W 

Moments of renewal offer 
a fresh look, and often, 

this is a fresh look at that 

which is most familiar. 

LONG-RANGE PLANNING WORKSHOP 

NOV 8 AND 9  UUFE 
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Children’s Religious 

Education  
 

Early Elementary Classroom 
We will discuss covenants, forgiveness, and kind-

ness, learning how agreeing on rules together and 

promising to follow them supports everyone’s safe-

ty and the group’s success. The kids will explore 

situations where forgiveness is appropriate and 

identify ways to express forgiveness. Forgiveness 

helps us to live our UU Principles, especially the 

first (inherent worth and dignity of every person) 

and the second (justice, equity, and compassion in 

human relations) principles. Finally, we will 

demonstrate that authentic welcoming must include 

kindness. The kids will explore the Golden Rule 

and identify opportunities to use it.  

Elementary Classroom 
We will discuss the topics of unconditional love, 

welcoming Superman, and being fair. We will teach 

and reinforce the first UU Principle (the inherent 

worth and dignity of every person) and introduce 

the idea that acting faithfully based on our first 

principle means respecting everyone. The second 

lesson focuses on the story of Christopher Reeve 

and the idea that in order to live by the first princi-

ple, we need to make sure all places are accessible 

to all. Finally, we will begin our discussion on UU 

Principle two: justice, equality, and compassion for 

others. All people should be treated fairly. We wel-

come Ann Davis as our third elementary teacher for 

this year! 

Middle School Classroom 
We will discuss three big questions: What are we? 

Where are we going? and Is there a God? We will 

look at brief explanations of faith, religion, and spir-

ituality and how they relate to one another and Uni-

tarian Universalism. Next, we will consider who 

and what controls the future. The kids will look at 

their own ability to shape lives as well as recognize  

Unitarian Universalism as a humanistic religion. Fi-

nally, we will explore the big question: Does God 

exist? The youth will be reassured that independent 

thought and doubt are acceptable and helpful as 

they explore and develop their own beliefs. 

See you on Sunday! 

Liz Hausburg, CRE 

Gatherings 

Men’s Luncheon, Oct 1, 15, & 29, 12:15 PM 

Join in the conversation at the Easton Diner on Rt. 

50 (8451 Ocean Gtwy). All UUFE members and 

friends are invited to attend. Contact Jerry Fair-

banks.  

Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, Oct 12, 12 PM 

Come to Joe’s Bagels to meet fellow LGBTQ 

friends and their allies at this regular informal 

gathering. All are welcome! 

Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, Oct 15, 6 PM 

Join us for dessert and coffee at Panera to meet 

LGBTQ friends and allies for this informal gather-

ing. 

The Book Group, Oct 16, 11:30 AM 

We will discuss our leftover summer reads. Edie 

will lead with The Girl You Left Behind by JoJo 

Moyes, Joanne will do White Dog Fell From the 

Sky by Eleanor Morse, and Nancy Shaw will lead 

discussion of Where’d You Go, Bernadette, by Ma-
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ria Semple. Come join our discussions in the Arch-

er-Shee room with your brown bag, and we’ll all 

have tea and a treat. Hope to see some newcomers! 

Call Edie Swallow, 410-745-5170, with questions.  

Women’s Lunch Group, Sept 25, 12 PM 

Another of our favorite venues for lunch, Joanne 

Baynard will host us at her home in Easton (address 

in the church directory). Bring your brown bag, and 

Joanne will provide drinks and a treat. Please let her 

know whether you’re coming (410-770-8277). 

Emerson Café 

First and Third Wednesdays, 3:30 PM 

uring the coming year at Emerson Café, 

we will explore the many ways that spirit-

uality plays out in our lives. Like it or not, 

human beings are spirituality-seeking creatures, 

striving to secure a sense of connection with the 

cosmos. But this quest throughout the ages has been 

a troubled one, with conflicting messages from reli-

gion and science, and from our emotional needs and 

rationality. This is an open-ended discussion. We 

will listen to commentary from different perspec-

tives and then explore as a group. 

 

Oct 1 Spirituality and Ethics? 

Is it possible for humans to be ethical without reli-

gious basis? How does spirituality contribute to eth-

ics and morality? If morality is primarily deter-

mined by your community, why do we need 

spirituality? Commentary/perspectives: Tariq Ram-

adan, “Religion, Spirituality, and Ethics,” and Alan 

Watts, “The Way of Waking Up.” 

 

Oct 15 Atheist Spirituality 

Is spirituality possible without a belief in God? If 

spirituality is an innate need, then maybe even athe-

ists are looking for meaning in their lives. Commen-

tary/perspectives: Alain de Botton, “Atheism 2.0,” 

Neil deGrasse Tyson, “Atheist or Agnostic?” and 

Sam Harris, “Atheist Spirituality.” 

Member Services 

Introduction to Unitarian Universalism  
Oct 9, 9 AM–1 PM 

This class is helpful for any-

one who is new to our Fel-

lowship, whether you are 

considering joining or would 

simply like to know more 

about Unitarian Universal-

ism and our Easton Fellow-

ship. Participants will be introduced to UU history 

and theology as well as to UUFE’s history and how 

to become involved. Participants will share their 

spiritual journey and get to know others who are 

new to UUFE. Bring a brown bag lunch. We will 

provide snacks and drinks. To register, call the 

church office at 410-822-8103. Childcare can be 

provided with advance notice. Please let us know if 

you plan to attend no later than Thursday, July 10. If 

you will require childcare we would appreciate 

knowing at an earlier date, if possible.  

  

D 

 
November 2  11:30 AM 

It’s time for our annual Fall Festival potluck 

and celebration! Sign up to bring chili, 

cornbread, or salad. The kids can get a jump on 

Halloween with costumes and games. 
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Social Justice 

Talbot Interfaith Shelter 

he Talbot Interfaith Shelter (TIS) is dedicat-

ed to providing safe, temporary shelter to 

men, women, and children who lack ade-

quate housing and to raising awareness of the issues 

of homelessness in our community. For many peo-

ple, the loss of a job, the death of a spouse, the on-

set of medical disabilities, or a series of wrong 

choices often can lead to homelessness. Struck by 

personal tragedies, the guests of the TIS are like the 

homeless in thousands of other shelters across 

America who need our helping hands.  

Since 2009, the shelter has been open to those 

who lack adequate housing during the coldest 

months of the year. TIS has been a rotating shelter, 

moving from the campus of one faith community to 

another every 2 weeks or so. More than 500 volun-

teers from 19 congregations and the community 

have worked together to operate the shelter from 

December to April for the past 5 years. TIS also is 

helping three families avoid homelessness by subsi-

dizing some of their rental and utility costs.  

This year, TIS will provide shelter and other 

services at its new home: the former B&B, Easton’s 

Promise, at 107 Goldsborough St. This 4,500-sq. ft., 

6-bedroom, 6-bath, sprinkler system–equipped 

home will allow TIS to expand its services and 

serve 12–15 guests, 7 days a week, 365 days a year! 

The purchase of a building and provision of year- 

round services has a high payoff, but it is a high-

risk decision for TIS. TIS will need to build its fi-

nancial and volunteer base to succeed.  

Please check out the TIS web site at 

www.talbotinterfaithshelter.org for more infor-

mation on the shelter and how to get involved 

and/or contact Jack Harrald (jrharrald@gmail.com; 

410-745-5240). Jack is the President of the TIS 

Board of Directors and a UUFE member. You can 

also contact TIS Executive Director Julie Lowe 

(julielowe@atlanticbb.net; 410-310-2316). 

 

Fall Foliage Shelter Century Bike Ride, Oct 18 

TIS will sponsor this third annual fund-raising ride 

to start and finish at Hog Neck Golf Course. See 

www.sheltercentury.org for details. 

 

Opportunities to Volunteer 

If you are looking for ways to give back to our 

community, there are two local organizations that 

we support which can use your help: 

The Neighborhood Services Center is having 

to limit their services because of the recent fire, but 

help is needed to distribute food donations to the 

community. The Center’s after-school program 

needs volunteers to help children (elementary 

school ages) with homework and craft projects. 

Contact Donna Bishop (419-822-5015). 

The Chesapeake Multicultural Resource 

Center (ChesMRC) is looking for volunteers to 

assist in preparing a healthy meal for 120 after-

school students. Activities include making 

sandwiches, bagging and storing meals, setting up, 

and cleaning up. The program 

goes until May 21, 2015, 

Monday–Thursday from 

1–1:45 PM. Additional 

volunteers are needed to 

help distribute meals to 

students and assist with 

homework from through May 21, Monday–

Thursday from 3:30–4:00 PM.  

Evening volunteers are also needed, Monday–

Thursday from 5–6 PM at Easton Elementary 

School. Volunteers are needed in the Moton 

building to assist with our enrichment programs 

T 

http://www.talbotinterfaithshelter.org/
file:///C:/Users/Amy%20Eutsey/Documents/Amy's%20Stuff/UUFE%20Newsletter/October%202014/www.sheltercentury.org
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(Pet Care, Science Lab, Games, and Art) from Oct. 

1–May 21. At Easton Elementary’s Dobson 

building, volunteers are needed to run English as a 

Second Language programs with small groups of 

parents. Training and curriculum are provided by 

ChesMRC. Paid positions available to those with 

experience.  

Volunteers must undergo a background check 

and attend a training session. Contact Matthew Pe-

ters for all positions (mateo@chesmrc.org; 410-

924-4022). 

CoCM 

What Is CoCM? 

he purpose of the Committee on Congrega-

tional Ministry (CoCM) is to assure that the 

congregation and the Ministry are in har-

mony. It is rather like a quality assurance depart-

ment. CoCM’s function is to make sure we are all 

getting what we need, want, and hope for at UUFE. 

The committee has been honing its listening skills 

so that everyone can feel comfortable expressing his 

or her concerns and needs. CoCM provides a safe 

place to air conflicts as well as to make suggestions 

with the assurance of confidentiality and trust. 

CoCM is also responsible for the formal evalua-

tion of Rev. Sue Browning’s performance required 

as part of her vetting process. One of the ways 

CoCM is doing this is by interviewing committee 

chairs to get their feedback and gathering infor-

mation on how we are working together and how 

we might improve so that the needs of the congre-

gation can be met.  

These are 

just some of 

what the 

CoCM does, 

but in all its 

activities, the 

committee 

shares the de-

sire to make UUFE a nourishing, enlightening, safe, 

and harmonious spiritual home for everyone. 

2014 Delmarva Cluster 

Celebration 

Sunday  Oct. 12  10:30 AM 

JOHN DICKINSON HIGH SCHOOL 

1801 MILLTOWN RD, WILMINGTON, DE 

“We’ll Build a Land” 

Hosted by the UU Fellowship of Newark and UU 

Society of Mill Creek. We will explore our personal 

action plans in social and environmental justice as 

well as UU evangelism. The worship service will 

feature the message from the hymn, “We’ll Build a 

Land,” a 60-person Celebration choir, our Rev. Sue 

along with the new ministers at the Mill Creek and 

Newark congregations will lead the worship ser-

vice. The youth group from the UU Fellowship of 

Newark will offer an inspirational message. 

The Celebration will be a multigenerational event, 

so all are welcome. Bring yourselves, your families 

and friends. Child care will be provided for children  

5 years and younger. Children and youth older than 

5 will be welcome in the service. The Celebration 

worship service will begin at 10:30 AM, but come 

early to meet UUs from the other seven churches of 

the Delmarva Cluster (if you haven’t heard about 

the cluster, go to http://www.uudelmarva.org for 

more information).  

Following the worship service. we’ll share a lunch 

filled with fellowship and an opportunity to talk 

about our personal action plans with Delmarva 

Cluster ministers. Following lunch, there will be 

several service project opportunities both onsite and 

offsite. The offsite service projects may involve get-

ting a little dirty with trail work, invasive species 

removal, and trash pickup. Therefore, if you’re so 

inclined, bring work clothes, shoes, and gloves.  

T 

mailto:mateo@chesmrc.org
http://www.uudelmarva.org/
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UUFE Contacts 
Minister, Rev. Sue Browning ............................. 410-822-8103 

 minister@uufeaston.org 

Rev. Sue Browning is at the Fellowship Thursdays from  

10:30 AM–2 PM, and is available other times by appointment. 

Co-presidents: Emily Cranwell ......................... 518-470-8609 

 president@uufeaston.org 

Coordinator, Religious Education for Children 

 & Youth: Elizabeth Hausburg ............................ 410-476-4774 

Choir Director, Maureen Curtin ......................... 410-443-8799 

 mcurtin@goeaston.net 

UUFE Office: ...................................................... 410-822-8103 

Newsletter Editors: Patty Hamsher & Amy Eutsey .................  

 uufenewsletter@gmail.com 

Join us on our Facebook Page. 

Deadline for Newsletter submissions is the 15th of the month.

Unitarian Universalist Principles 

Unitarian Universalism is a faith for those who want the free-

dom to develop their own religious values and beliefs without 

being bound by creed or dogma. There are seven principles 

that Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement for spir-

itual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic 

process within our congregations and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and jus-

tice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence, of 

which we are a part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Fun Night 

Oct. 4  5–8 pm 

Come one, come all to the first event hosted by the 

RE Committee this year! Rain or shine we will have 

fun together with a bon fire, games, snacks, music, 

ice cream, and friendship. Feel free to just drop by or 

stay and play the night away!  

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Unitarian-Universalist-Fellowship-at-Easton/223775787667549

