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Sermons 

Grace as a Source of Confidence 

Nov 2 Do you ever depend on unexpected gifts to carry you forward? 

How might communities plan with confidence in a future of abundance? 

Rev. Sue Browning will explore how Unitarian Universalists in the 21st 

century might find value in the concept of grace. 

Nov 9 Hallelujah 

Gary Jackoway and Philip Dutton from the Unitarian Universalists of 

Chester River will lead a service based on Leonard Cohen’s song 

“Hallelujah.” The song has complex lyrics and a complex history and is 

now an anthem sung at both weddings and funerals. We’ll also have a 

special performance of this familiar anthem. 

Nov 16 Finding Perspective Through Nature 

Easton’s Waterfowl Festival helps us to connect with the beauty around 

us. At our service, we’ll honor the inspiration we draw from the 

graceful beauty in nature. Rev. Sue Browning will consider Unitarian 

Universalism roots in religious naturalism. 

Outreach Collection Nov. 16: AKA/KTO Scholarship Awards. Make 

checks out to AKA/KTO with “Scholarship Awards” in the memo 

line. This contribution is not tax deductible. See p. 4 for details. 

Nov 23 When We Break Bread Together 

What makes the sharing of a meal a sacred experience? Rev. Sue 

Browning and members of all ages will participate in an intergenera-

tional Thanksgiving service where we express gratitude through story, 

song, and the ritual of Unitarian Universalist bread communion. 

Nov 30 Forgiveness 

America’s rate of incarceration is higher than most countries around the 

world. At the same time, we don’t often restore the rights of those citi-

zens after they have done their time and paid their debt to society. 

Nevin Crouse will lead this service about forgiveness and restoration in 

the three monotheistic world religions.
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As we express our gratitude, 

we must never forget that the 

highest appreciation is not to ut-

ter words, but to live by them. 

~John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
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Grace reminds us we 

are surrounded and 

supported by so much 

we did not create. 

Minister’s Desk  

Saying Grace 

t my children’s pre-school, before eating 

lunch every day the class would say: 

  

The kindest thing to do and say, 

is the kindest thing in the kindest way.  

Have a nice lunch. 

In time, our family began to say these words before 

meals at home. While I’m confident my twenty-

something-aged children still know these words by 

heart, at some point we fell out of the practice of 

saying grace before meals. Frankly, it’s been so 

long that pausing to share words of thanks before a 

meal feels a bit awkward.  

Our intergenerational Bread Communion ser-

vice the Sunday before Thanksgiving will be a 

chance to practice words of thanks for the many 

gifts in our lives.  

In November, we’ll 

explore many aspects of 

‘Grace’ in our lives. UU 

Minister Rev. William 

Schulz describes grace 

this way: “What is of su-

preme importance is that I live my life in a posture 

of gratitude—that I recognize my existence…as an 

unaccountable blessing, a gift of grace.”  

Grace reminds us we are surrounded and sup-

ported by so much we did not create. May we enter 

the Holidays with a sense of calm and gentleness, 

open to seeing the many gifts in our lives, and may 

we offer words of appreciation for these gifts, even 

when (especially when!) it feels a bit awkward  

to do so.  

In gratitude for all that is the wonder of  

UUFE community, 

Rev. Sue 

Presidents’ Message 

IdeaFest 

deaFest. It’s a new name for an exciting event 

happening at UUFE on Nov. 8 and 9. It will be 

a chance for our community to come together, 

think creatively, share ideas, and set priorities for 

our path forward. 

I believe that we, as members and friends, are 

UUFE’s best resource and that our ideas are one of 

the best gifts we can share. We are strongest as a 

community when all our members feel valued, con-

nected, and confident that they can make an impact. 

Long-range planning is a process done at UUFE 

every 5 years according to our bylaws. These plans 

lay out our goals and the action steps needed to 

meet each goal. Jack Harrald laid some groundwork 

last year for us to begin this process in depth in 

2014-2015. IdeaFest is our first step in that direc-

tion. 

We will begin with a process of appreciative in-

quiry that will ask us to reflect on the following 

questions: What drew you to UUFE? What made 

you stay? What is one incredible thing that you 

have seen happen here? What do you dream that we 

could do? These questions will give us a chance to 

reflect on our strengths and places of energy or pas-

sion in order to build from them. 

Before we lay out our goals and actions steps, 

we want to take some time and think “big picture,” 

allowing ourselves the space to think outside the 

box. We hope that this process will lead us to priori-

ties or places where our energy will be best focused. 

We hope to renew our commitment to programs that 

work well and potentially light a spark that will 

bring us something bright in 

our future. 

Now say to yourself: “I 

want to be a part of that!” 

Emily Cranwell 

A I 
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Children’s Religious 

Education  

Early Elementary Classroom 

Kindness. This month introduces kindness as an 

intangible gift that can be freely given every day. 

The kids will discuss the Golden Rule that repre-

sents one of Jesus’ 

timeless teachings: 

“Do unto others as 

you would have 

them do unto you.” 

The discussion will 

include the fact that 

the Golden Rule can be found in many faith tradi-

tions. We will next explore multiple ways to com-

municate that someone is “invited” or welcomed. 

Elementary Classroom 
Equity. We will explore the second UU Principle: 

justice, equity, and compassion in human relations. 

The kids will hear about Fannie Barrier Williams 

(1855-1944), a Unitarian who was active in the club 

movement and in creating clubs for African Ameri-

can women. They will discuss what it means to be-

long and how it feels to be excluded and will dis-

cover how, by finding balance in their own lives, 

they can promote equity across the interdependent 

web of life. The kids will experience sharing re-

sources and finding enjoyment with scant material 

possessions, and they will talk about things we are 

thankful for as we prepare for Thanksgiving. 

Middle School Classroom 
Does God Exist? The youth will discuss the ques-

tions, “What are we?” “Where are we going?” and 

“Is there a God?” They will look at brief explana-

tions of faith, religion, and spirituality and how they 

relate to one another and UUism. Then the youth 

will consider who and what controls the future and 

look at their own ability to shape lives and human 

history and to recognize UUism as a humanistic re-

ligion. Finally, at they will explore the big question,  

 

“Does God exist?” They will be reassured that in-

dependent thought and doubt are acceptable to ex-

plore and develop their own God beliefs. 

See you on Sunday! 

Liz Hausburg, CRE 

Emerson Café 

First and Third Wednesdays, 3:30 PM 

uring the coming year at Emerson Café, 

we will explore the many ways that spirit-

uality plays out in our lives. Like it or not, 

human beings are spirituality-seeking creatures, 

striving to secure a sense of connection with the 

cosmos. Come join us as we explore and discover 

our own spiritual path. 

 

Nov 5 Spirituality and Science—Is Spirituality 

Possible When We Know the Answers? 

Many people lose their religious convictions when 

they realize that religion often asks them to sub-

scribe to ideas that are simply incompatible with our 

reason and scientific knowledge. How is it that 

some people are able to compartmentalize their crit-

D 

 
November 2  11:30 AM 

It’s time for our annual Fall Festival potluck 

and celebration! All are welcome to join us for 

chili, cornbread, salad, and pie. The kids get to 

wear their Halloween costumes again and play 

their favorite UUFE Fall Festival games. 
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ical thinking and substitute ancient mythologies for 

fact, and others find spirituality in the incredible 

awe that science opens to us. We will listen to Jeff 

Lieberman and Jonathan Haidt as they explore the 

scientific basis for spirituality. 

Nov 19 Spirituality and Happiness 

Is there a direct relationship between spirituality 

and happiness, or is happiness something that only 

appears if we stop looking for it directly? Are spir-

itual seekers happier than other people, or is it their 

unhappiness that drives them to seek a spiritual so-

lution? We will listen to Matthieu Richard and Jim 

Carey as they explore the secrets of Life and happi-

ness. 

Gatherings 

Men’s Luncheon, Nov 5 & 19, 12:15 PM 

Join in the conversation at the Easton Diner on Rt. 

50 (8451 Ocean Gtwy). All UUFE members and 

friends are invited to attend. Contact Jerry Fair-

banks.  

Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, Nov 9, 12 PM 

Come to Joe’s Bagels to meet fellow LGBTQ 

friends and their allies at this regular informal 

gathering. All are welcome! 

Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, Nov 19, 6 PM 

Join us for dessert and coffee at Panera to meet 

LGBTQ friends and allies for this informal gather-

ing. 

The Book Group, Nov 20, 11:30 AM 

We will discuss The Girl You Left Behind by JoJo 

Moyes and The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James 

Brown. Come join our discussions in the Archer-

Shee room with your brown bag, and we’ll all have 

tea and a treat. Hope to see some newcomers! Call 

Edie Swallow (410-745-5170) for more infor-

mation.  

Women’s Lunch Group, on hold until Dec 11 

We’ll skip our get-together on Nov 27 and enjoy 

the holiday with family. But plan ahead for our 

annual Holiday Luncheon at the Fellowship. We 

will each bring an inexpensive gift to choose and 

snatch from one another. The crazier and least use-

ful gifts are the most fun. 

Social Justice 

AKA/KTO—Scholarship Awards 

lpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. (AKA), is 

an international service organization 

founded in 1908 on the campus of Howard 

University in Washington, DC. AKA is the oldest 

Greek-lettered organization es-

tablished by African American, 

college-educated women and is 

dedicated, through service and 

advocacy, to improve the 

quality of life and promote 

peace both locally and worldwide. 

The Kappa Theta Omega (KTO) Chapter of 

AKA serves Talbot, Dorchester, Caroline, Queen 

Anne, and Kent counties and is active in many ser-

vice projects, including the Annual Scholarship 

Awards to graduating seniors. Through this pro-

gram, worthy graduates from the five counties are 

selected to receive scholarships or book awards for 

college. Some of the chapter’s other activities in-

clude food/clothing drives, youth development and 

enrichment projects, partnerships to heighten 

awareness and provide resources to address those in 

need, and voter registration, education, get-out-the 

vote campaigns. 

Support for service activities of the chapter 

comes from chapter members, fundraising activi-

ties, and community donations. The funds raised by 

the UUFE Outreach Collection will be used to help 

fund the Annual Scholarship Award in Talbot 

County.  

Erin Rahim is now a freshman at 

the University of Maryland College 

Park and received a $500 scholarship 

from AKA/KTO. She was the most 

A 
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deserving graduate from Easton High School and 

was awarded this honor based on her written essay, 

grades, and financial needs. The $500 was raised by 

UUFE last November. If her schedule permits, Erin 

will speak to us at the Nov. 16 collection. 

Music Notes 

Holiday Choir 

Rehearsals Start Nov 20, 7 PM 

ove to sing Christmas and Holiday mu-

sic? Want to 

sing in choir, 

but don’t have a lot of 

extra time? Be a part 

of the choir for the 

holiday season!  

“Carol of the 

Bells,” “Chanukah Solstice,” “Grown-Up Christmas 

Wish,” and “Do You Hear What I Hear?” are some 

of the songs we are singing. We’ll be singing on 

Dec. 7, 21, and 24. If you want to sing only on Dec. 

21 and 24, that’s fine! 

We rehearse Thursday nights from 7 to 8:30 PM. 

except for Thanksgiving. December rehearsals are 

on the 4th, 11th, and 18th. The Choir looks forward 

to your joining us for the Holiday Season of  

Singing! 

Maureen Curtin, Director 

Planned Giving 

Endowment Fund Update 

e have enjoyed a wonderful beginning 

to our Endowment Fund. Thanks to 12 

generous donors/couples, we now have 

$122,000 pledged to the Fund. Of this, $29,000 is 

invested in the Vanguard Star Fund. 

When the Endowment Fund reaches the sum of 

$75,000 the Endowment Committee will begin to 

make distributions from the income. These will be 

used to supplement annual income for the Fellow-

ship. The Board will determine the best use for the-

se funds as they become available. 

Now is a good time for you to consider a gift to 

the Endowment and the benefit of a tax deduction 

by giving to this worthy cause. A gift of any amount 

will be gratefully received and will help secure the 

long-term stability of our Fellowship. These funds 

are a safeguard for our future. The Fund accepts 

gifts of stock and cash, as well as life insurance, gift 

annuities, and others. Indicate that your gift is for 

the UUFE Endowment Fund. If you have questions, 

or would like to talk to a member of the Planned 

Giving Committee, please contact Jay Anglada, 

Jean Rhian, or Peter Paul. We look forward to 

hearing from you. 

Jean Rhian, Chair   

L 

W 

Thanksgiving Dinner Donations 

Help To Feed 150 Shut-ins, Seniors,  

and Others in Need 

Through the Interfaith Coalition Against Hunger, 

UUFE will help to provide a traditional Thanks-

giving meal in lasagna-sized pans, including tur-

key, sweet potatoes, green beans, and stuffing. 

We also need pumpkin, apple, and sweet potato 

pies. If you can help, please contact Mary Young 

(410-819-0050; rmyoung@goeaston.net).  

Run (Walk) for Hospice 

Friday, Nov 28, 10 AM 

Join the YMCA and the Talbot Hospice Founda-

tion in kicking off the 2014 Festival of Trees and 

trimming off the trimmings! Strollers/wagons are 

welcome. All registration fees benefit the Talbot 

Hospice Foundation and YMCA’s Camp Lazy 

Days for children and youth with disabilities. 

Register at the Y or go online to 

www.ymcachesapeake.org/easton/events 

file:///C:/Users/Amy%20Eutsey/Documents/Amy's%20Stuff/UUFE%20Newsletter/November%202014/www.ymcachesapeake.org/easton/events
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UUFE Contacts 
Minister, Rev. Sue Browning ............................. 410-822-8103 

 minister@uufeaston.org 

Rev. Sue Browning is at the Fellowship Thursdays from  

10:30 AM–2 PM, and is available other times by appointment. 

Co-presidents: Emily Cranwell ......................... 518-470-8609 

 president@uufeaston.org 

Coordinator, Religious Education for Children 

 & Youth: Elizabeth Hausburg ............................ 410-476-4774 

Choir Director, Maureen Curtin ......................... 410-443-8799 

 mcurtin@goeaston.net 

UUFE Office: ...................................................... 410-822-8103 

Newsletter Editors: Patty Hamsher & Amy Eutsey .................  

 uufenewsletter@gmail.com 

Join us on our Facebook Page. 

Deadline for Newsletter submissions is the 15th of the month.

Unitarian Universalist Principles 

Unitarian Universalism is a faith for those who want the free-

dom to develop their own religious values and beliefs without 

being bound by creed or dogma. There are seven principles 

that Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement for spir-

itual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic 

process within our congregations and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and jus-

tice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence, of 

which we are a part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. David Pyle To Preach 

at UUFE 

Sunday, Dec. 14  10 AM 

Rev. David Pyle, the new District Executive for the Joseph Priestly District, 

will preach a sermon entitled, “The Power of Not Knowing.”  Rev. Pyle is a 

U.S. Army Reserve Chaplain and most recently served the UU congregation in  

Ventura, California. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Unitarian-Universalist-Fellowship-at-Easton/223775787667549

