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Sermons 

Bringing Forth Our Gifts 

Mar 2 Our many gifts—our passions, our skills, and our dreams—vary 

among us. What happens when we intentionally share our gifts in com-

munity? When do we hold back? Rev. Sue Browning will explore the 

experience of sharing our gifts with one another. The choir will sing. 

Mar 9 Moderate Radicalism 

Rabbi Naomi Hyman will talk about the mystical understanding of the 

Hebrew/Jewish name of God that is usually (and inaccurately) 

translated as Yahweh and that shows up in English liturgies as the word, 

“Lord.” Service leader: Debbie Simpers  

Mar 16 The Other Six Days 

We gather on Sundays and express our values and concerns. We explore 

our visions for equality, compassion, and justice. And then, it’s Mon-

day. Rev. Sue Browning will consider how we express our visions for 

justice on the other 6 days of the week. The choir will sing. 

Outreach Collection Mar. 16: Rebuilding Together Caroline  

County. Make checks payable to Rebuilding Together. This is a tax 

exempt contribution (see page 5). 

Mar 23 The Complexity of Giving 

Whether it is mandatory, symbolic, or heartfelt, the practice of giving 

and receiving is part of being human. A look at the muddy waters swirl-

ing around the sanctity of the gesture might inspire some revision of 

gift-giving traditions and help retain the original goodness of caring. 

Sermon by Sue Loweree. 

Mar 30 Dancing Down Darkness 

We welcome master storyteller, Susan Gordon. She will tell us a story 

and lead us in reflecting on the power of story in our lives in helping us 

overcome adversity and remember loved ones. “To experience storytell-

ing with Susan Gordon is to experience a level of meaning and intensity 

rare in the world of storytelling.” Service leader: Nancy Orr. 

Newsletter 
March 2014 

Awake, thou wintry earth— 

Fling off thy sadness! 

Fair vernal flowers,  

laugh forth 

Your ancient gladness! 

 

—Thomas Blackburn 
Read about Susan Gordon on page 5. 
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Minister’s Desk  

It’s Tricky Being Human 

ell, at least it’s tricky at times to be the 

human being I aspire to be. The last week 

in February I attended a conference in 

Boston for new UU ministers. The most recent e-

mail from the conference leader opened,  

In a few short days we will be gathering togeth-

er! Are you all packed: warm clothes, jour-

nal…? Will you bring your joy, fatigue, a bit of 

crankiness, anticipation, grace, boredom, un-

certainty, playfulness—we'll do our very best to 

hold it all! 

Our faith community helps us to envision the person 

we’d each like to be, and to envision the world as 

we imagine might be possible. Our faith community 

is also real about the challenges of living into these 

visions and makes room for us to bring into com-

munity our whole being. I hear in the e-mail from 

the conference leader an invitation to bring our au-

thentic selves. We’re asked to trust that our col-

leagues will share their gifts in a way that will col-

lectively “hold it all.”  

At UUFE, each congregant is invited to share 

his or her gifts, and in so doing a vessel is formed to 

hold our visions and dreams and to hold our “hu-

manness”—from our laughter to our growing edges, 

from our tears to our celebrations.  

Through the Sharing Our Gifts annual steward-

ship campaign, we have a chance to reflect on the 

many ways we are held by the shared gifts of this 

community and to consider the deep need for each 

of us to joyfully share our gifts to hold one another.  

In connection and gratitude, Sue  

Presidents’ Message 

Zealot: A New Understanding of 

the Man, Jesus 

fter returning from our trip to the Holy 

Land last fall, I felt like I had a much better 

understanding of many of the bible stories I 

learned when I was a child growing up in the Meth-

odist Church. A fellow traveler recommended that I 

read the book Zealot by Reza 

Aslan when I returned home. 

This book is a New York Times 

best-seller that sheds new light 

on the nature of Jesus, the man, 

before he was crucified. Aslan 

meticulously examines all avail-

able historical records and con-

structs an image of what Palestine was really like 

when Jesus was living. The image of Jesus he pro-

jects is different from what one would get from 

reading the new testament Gospels. Jesus lived in 

first-century Palestine, a time when Jewish proph-

ets, preachers, and would-be messiahs traversed the 

land. Jews were united in their opposition to the 

Roman occupation of their land. On the basis of all 

of his research, Aslan paints Jesus as a zealot, a man 

who defied both the Roman authorities and their al-

lies in the Jewish temple. He explores the reasons 

why the early Christian church chose to portray Je-

sus as a peaceful spiritual leader rather than a fanat-

ical partisan. He also explores the riddle of how Je-

sus understood himself: Was he divine or human? 

Zealot is a thought-provoking book that is well writ-

ten and easy to read. I encourage you to give it a 

try!  

Dick Doughty 

2014 JPD Assembly: A People So Bold 

April 11-12 

Ace Conference Center, Lafayette, PA 

Featuring Key Note Speaker Rev. Kathleen 

McTigue, UU College of Social Justice, Director  

W A 
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Children’s Religious 

Education  

Ask, Encourage, Invite 

oday we tell our 

children, “You are 

here for a reason.” 

We agree to do the follow-

ing things with our chil-

dren: 

 Ask each one, “Where are 

you right now?” 

 Encourage their unique 

talents and abilities. 

 Invite them to perform an act of service. 

From the book The Seven Spiritual Laws for Par-

ents by Deepak Chopra.  

Welcome, Mr. Bo & Ms. Ray to RE! 

We are pleased to announce that Bo and Ray Ernest 

have joined our RE teaching staff. They will share 

the rotation in the middle school classroom. 

Our Religious Education 

March begins our study of Buddhism. The Basic 

Doctrines of Buddhism can be demonstrated in the 

following concepts of the Four Noble Truths. Reali-

zation of the Four Noble Truths is the first step on 

the path to cessation of dukkha, or the unsatisfacto-

ry nature of all phenomena. 

The First Noble Truth is the realization that all 

worldly phenomena are dukkha, unsatisfactory. 

Every aspect of existence is ultimately fleeting and 

unfulfilling, subject to birth, decay, disease, and 

death. The Second Noble Truth is the cause of 

dukkha: craving for the pleasure of the senses, 

which can never be fully satisfied, and aversion 

from pain. The Third Noble Truth is the ending of 

dukkha. To be free of dukkha, one must extinguish 

this very craving so that no passion and desire re-

main. The Fourth Noble Truth leads to the end of 

dukkha by way of the Eightfold Path. The Eightfold 

Path is cyclic, forming a Wheel of Dhamma. Each 

step on the path propels the seeker to the next step 

and perfection of each quality reinforces the others.  

At the end of March, we will explore the beliefs 

of the Wicca religion. Wicca is a religion based on 

nature and respect of it. Wicca, sometimes called 

“The Craft” or “The Craft of the Wise,” is one of 

many earth-based religions. Many people believe 

that the Wiccan/Pagan religion is a personal thing 

and it can mean different ideas to different people. I 

believe it is the joyous union of nature and being 

one with Divinity in whatever form you believe he, 

she, or it may take. 

March RE Calendar 

2, 9, & 16 Buddhism 

23 & 30 Wiccan/Paganism 

T 

Begin March 23  

Big Reveal Potluck April 27 

The Mystery Friends Program is upon us! Our 

program (which pairs an adult from our congrega-

tion with our one of kids) helps us to get to know 

one another better. Each pair of friends writes two 

letters each to each other. Sign-ups will be on Mar. 

2 and 9. This has always been a successful pro-

gram because we have such dynamic adult and kid 

participation. We hope you will consider being a 

part! See Liz Hausburg to sign up and get more in-

formation. 

Mystery Friends 

Ruby and Boo. 

We’ll miss you, 

Boo! 

http://www.religioustolerance.org/neo_paga.htm
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Unitarian Universalist 

Theology Workshops 

How does our faith 

tradition help us to live 

today and to imagine 

the future? Rev. Sue 

Browning will lead in-

teractive workshops on Unitarian Universalism on 

Saturday mornings from 9 AM to 12 PM.  

Mar 1 We’ll explore how the principles of 

covenant, community, and tradition shape our 

understanding of faith. We’ll consider patterns of 

human nature and the role of religion and 

spirituality. 

Mar 15, This workshop is one of wondering. What 

do I believe? What do I trust? What is the role of 

faith and religious community in my life?  

The sessions will be held at the Fellowship. Coffee 

and bagels will be available at 8:45 AM, and the ses-

sions will begin promptly at 9 AM.  

Emerson Café 

Wednesdays  7–9 PM 

In America, we often worship success as if it were 

the end-all and be-all of existence. And yet the 

harder we pursue it, the more it seems to elude us. 

This month we’re going to explore what some of 

our best thinkers have discovered about success – 

how to achieve it, and how to use it to enrich, rather 

than interfere with our lives.  

Mar 5 Everyday Leadership 

We have all changed someone’s life—usually 

without even realizing it. In this funny talk, Drew 

Dudley calls on all of us to celebrate leadership as 

the everyday act of improving each other’s lives. 

My How Great Leaders Inspire Others 

Simon Sinek has a simple, but powerful model for 

inspirational leadership all starting with a golden 

circle and the question, “Why?” His examples 

include Apple, Martin Luther King, and the Wright 

brothers. 

Mar 12 How To Get Your Ideas To Spread 

In a world of too many options and too little time, 

our obvious choice is to just ignore the ordinary 

stuff. Marketing guru Seth Godin spells out why, 

when it comes to getting our attention, bad or 

bizarre ideas are often more successful than boring 

ones. 

Mar 19 How To Make Work–Life Balance Work 

Work–life balance, says Nigel Marsh, is too 

important to be left in the hands of your employer. 

Marsh lays out an ideal day balanced among family 

time, personal time, and productivity—and offers 

some stirring encouragement to make it happen. 

Mar 26 Success Is a Continuous Journey 

In his typically candid style, Richard St. John re-

minds us that success is not a one-way street but a 

constant journey. He uses the story of his business’ 

rise and fall to illustrate a valuable lesson—when 

we stop trying, we fail. 

A Kinder, Gentler Philosophy of Success 

Alain de Botton examines our ideas of success and 

failure—and questions the assumptions underlying 

these two judgments. Is success always earned? Is 

failure? He makes an eloquent, witty case to move 

beyond snobbery to find true pleasure in our work. 

Gatherings 

Men’s Luncheon, Mar 5 & 19, 12:15 PM 

Join in the conversation at the Easton Diner on Rt. 

50 (8451 Ocean Gtwy). All UUFE members and 

friends are invited to attend. Contact Jerry Fair-

banks.  

  

Thanks for coming to the New 

Year’s brunch and helping the  

Heifer Project and RE kids! 
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Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, Mar 9, 12:00 PM 

Come to Joe’s Bagels to meet fellow LGBTQ 

friends and their allies at this regular informal 

gathering. All are welcome! 

Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, Mar 19, 6 PM 

Join us for dessert and coffee at Panera to meet 

LGBTQ friends and allies for this informal gather-

ing. 

The Book Group, Mar 20, 11:30 AM 

This month we have a special treat. Robert Post, a 

fellow member of UUFE, will join us in discussing 

his newest book, Who Owns America’s Past. Bob is 

an historian, scientist, and curator whose intimate 

view of the Smithsonian Institution focuses on the 

politics and other factors that influence the choices 

made in the selection of exhibits. Bring bag lunches 

and we’ll put the tea kettle on. There are a couple of 

copies of Bob’s book for loan in the office.   

Women’s Lunch Group, Mar 27, 12 pm 

Edie Swallow will host our March get-together. 

Bring your bag lunch, and she will provide drinks 

and a treat. Her home is in St Michaels. Please call 

her at 410-745-5170 if coming and she can give you 

directions.  

About Susan Gordon, Storyteller 

Susan Gordon is a 

storyteller, poet 

and a prose writer 

of memoir and fic-

tion. She has 

taught storytelling 

in colleges, uni-

versities and from 

the barn on her 

farm. Susan is a skilled teller of the traditional tale 

and the personal story. She hosts the Hilltop Writ-

ers, reads her poetry at open mics and offers a series 

of storytelling house concerts from her home. She 

has a master’s degree in therapeutic storytelling. 

Susan lives with her dogs on a 41-acre farm in 

Ijamsville, MD.  

Social Justice 

Rebuilding Together Caroline 

County 

ebuilding Together Caroline County was 

started in 2007 as an affiliate of the Re-

building Together national organization. 

Our mission is to provide free home repairs and im-

provement services in Caroline County to low in-

come or disabled 

individuals who 

cannot otherwise af-

ford to pay. House-

hold incomes aver-

age about $22,400. Caroline County is one of the 

poorest in the state of Maryland. 

Currently, we also operate a salvage depot in 

Denton that allows us to recycle useable construc-

tion materials and increases our available funds. We 

are an all volunteer group and do not maintain an 

office, nor do we have paid staff. This keeps our 

operating costs to a minimum. Project commitments 

for 2014 have already topped $8,000. Last year, we 

spent $20,900 and worked on 28 projects in 23 dif-

ferent homes. These projects provided critical home 

repairs, modifications for accessibility, and im-

proved energy efficiency. 

One of the recipients we helped in 2013 was 

house bound. In case of emergency, he would have 

had to be “cut” out of his house. We enlarged his 

front and bathroom doorways and installed a ramp. 

As a result, his wife could take him to the doctor, 

and for the first time, he could use his bathroom. 

Electrical wiring, outlets, and a closet all had to be 

removed to enlarge those doorways. We were fortu-

nate to partner with Choptank Electric to accom-

plish this huge accessibility modification.  

Out of gratitude, another 2013 recipient donated a 

homemade quilt. Also in 2013, Wal Mart donated a 

twin bedroom set. We coordinated with Social Ser-

vices and were able to give the bedroom set to a 

young mother of two children who was leaving an 

abusive relationship. 
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UUFE Contacts 
Minister, Rev. Sue Browning ............................. 410-822-8103 

 minister@uufeaston.org 

Rev. Sue Browning is at the Fellowship Thursdays from  

10 AM–2 PM, and is available other times by appointment. 

Co-presidents: Dick Doughty............................ 410-673-7580 

 Peggy Sharp ............................. 410-822-1623 

 president@uufeaston.org 

Coordinator, Religious Education for Children 

 & Youth: Elizabeth Hausburg ............................ 410-476-4774 

Music Director, Maureen Curtin ........................ 410-443-8799 

 mcurtin@goeaston.net 

UUFE Office: ...................................................... 410-822-8103 

Newsletter Editors: Amy Eutsey & Patty Hamsher .................  

 uufenewsletter@gmail.com 

Join us on Facebook Page. 

Deadline for Newsletter submissions is the 15th of the month.

Unitarian Universalist Principles 

Unitarian Universalism is a faith for those who want the free-

dom to develop their own religious values and beliefs without 

being bound by creed or dogma. There are seven principles 

that Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement for spir-

itual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic 

process within our congregations and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and jus-

tice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence, of 

which we are a part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Donations Needed 
Just a reminder that the hunger need in Talbot 

County persists all year round. There is a box in 

the vestibule of the Fellowship building for dona-

tions of nonperishable food for the Neighborhood 

Services Center pantry; a list of suggestions is at  

 

 

tached to the box. Donations left in the box on 

Sundays are taken to the center the next 

day. Donations may also be taken to the center 

(125 Port St., Easton) anytime during normal 

business hours. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Unitarian-Universalist-Fellowship-at-Easton/223775787667549

