
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Service & School 

10 AM 
 

PO Box 1162 

7401 Ocean Gateway 

Easton, MD 21601 

410.822.8103 

uufe@verizon.net 

www.uufeaston.org 

 

Inside This Issue… 

Minister’s Desk .............................. 2 

Presidents’ Message ....................... 3 

Children’s RE ................................. 3 

Gatherings ...................................... 4 

Member Services ............................ 4 

Social Justice .................................. 5 

UUFE Contacts ............................... 6 

 

 

 

 

Sermons 

Superheroes and Role Models 

July 6 On this Fourth of July weekend, Marilyn Schmidt, Larry Wise, 

and Gayle Scroggs will share stories of the people, events, or systems 

that changed their lives for the better. We will be singing patriotic 

songs, as well. Debbie Simpers will lead the service. 

July 13 Love Reaches Out 

A UU congregation offers members and friends a sustaining 

community. How might we have a transforming capacity beyond what 

we offer through a congregation? Rev. Sue Browning will explore the 

future of Unitarian Universalism and share perspectives from this year’s 

UUA General Assembly. As a part of this service, UUFE member Patty 

Hamsher with offer a reflection on her work with migrant workers in 

the community.  

July 20 Naikan 

“Naikan” is a school of Buddhist practice that cultivates a balanced life 

through thanksgiving. What do you have to be thankful for? An honest 

look can be surprising. Nevin Crouse, chairperson of the Social  

Science/Education department at Chesapeake College, and a member of 

UUFE, will lead this service about a form of Japanese Buddhism. 

Outreach Collection July 20: Camp Seagull. Make checks out to 

Dorchester YMCA. This is a tax deductible contribution. 

July 27 Growing Through Gratitude 

What are you thankful for today? Does the practice of expressing grati-

tude lead to greater contentment and clearer purpose? How does offer-

ing gratitude open possibilities? As a part of the Summer of Gratitude at 

UUFE, Rev. Sue Browning will consider the dynamics of gratitude. 

Aug 3 Giving Back 

What specifically happens psychologically, physically, and emotionally 

when acts of generosity are performed, and what are the qualities that 

make it so positive for healthy aging? Janet Pfeffer will lead this service  
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based on Aging as a Spiritual Practice, by Lewis 

Richmond. Ann Davis, Mary Young, Jack Harrald, 

and Jerry Fairbanks will share their own ideas. 

Aug 10 Buddhism From the Inside 

Chris Shoyu is a Buddhist Monk (and son of UUFE 

member Beth Hansen). He will lead the service and 

share with us his understanding 

and experiences of Buddhism. 

Aug 17 Not Walking Alone 

Drawing on humanist teach-

ings, literature, and some unlike-

ly sources of common inspira-

tion, Sadie Lansdale will lead us 

in exploring the outer edges of our spiritual ques-

tions. Who or what is with us in the hardest times? 

Sadie is a poet, teacher, Unitarian Universalist, and 

activist originally from Bethesda. She is starting 

seminary at Union Theological Seminary in Sep-

tember. 

Aug 24 When I Say, “God,” What I Mean Is... 

Do you ever feel pressure to declare your belief (or 

your disbelief) in God? What is the nature of this 

God you believe in (or don’t believe in)? Rev. Sue 

Browning will share her continually evolving sense 

of God and explore the challenges of expressing 

what is holy in our lives. 

Aug 31 The Language of Right Relations 

On this Labor Day weekend, we will explore the 

language used in our business, personal, and social 

lives that leads to right relations and better commu-

nication. Debbie Simpers will lead the service.

Minister’s Desk  

Summer of Gratitude at UUFE 

ften around UUFE this year I’ve heard, 

“We should ‘do something’ together,” and, 

“Wouldn’t it be energizing and build 

community to have a shared project?”  

My answer is always, “Yes, let’s.” I’m guessing 

at least some have in mind a project that requires 

building or hauling or cleaning, complete with sup-

plies and a few new tools bought at Lowe’s. And I 

hope a plan for this type of plan emerges next year.  

My response to the yearning for a shared project 

is a bit different. This summer I invite you and your 

family to join in the spiritual practice of keeping a 

Gratitude Journal. Each day, answer the prompt, 

“Today, I am thankful for...” with a word, phrase, 

sentence, or more. Maybe even through art. You 

can download the journal template from our web-

site, help yourself to a black journal in the foyer at 

the fellowship, or use your own.  

Why focus on gratitude? It’s a practice of being 

awake to all that is around us. Individually I imag-

ine we might uncover new perspectives on what we 

value most, and collectively we might uncover new 

points of connection.  

To explore our experiences of focusing on grati-

tude there will be three opportunities this summer to 

attend sharing circles:  

 July 10, 6:30–8 PM  

 July 25, 10:30 AM–12 PM  

 Aug. 24, 11:30 AM–1 PM, following the 

Sunday service 

On my list already is my gratitude for the lead-

ers at UUFE who have been my partners, collabora-

tors, and coaches during my first year of ministry. 

Thank you.  

Wishing everyone a wonderful summer.  

In connection,  

Sue  

O 
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Presidents’ Message 

A New Hat 

hen I was approached early this spring 

and asked if I would be interested in 

taking on the role of Board President, I 

must admit that the task seemed a bit daunting at 

first. I wasn’t sure what would be in store for the 

year ahead, and I questioned my abilities and quali-

fications to lead the Board. However, it didn’t take 

long for me to become really excited about the op-

portunity. I truly felt honored that I had been asked 

to take on such a big role. I reflected on my time as 

chair of other committees at UUFE and mentally 

tallied the strengths I possess that I thought would 

help me along the way. I 

spoke to many who 

were encouraging and 

inspiring and who ulti-

mately reminded me that 

I would not be alone. I 

have a whole Board, a 

whole Congregation, of 

great minds behind me. I’m just lucky enough to get 

to wear the hat that says “President” for a while.  

There will be challenges in the year ahead. But 

there will be achievements, too. There will be vi-

sioning and planning and growth. There will be cap-

ital campaigns to run and parking lots to build. 

There will also be new ideas that we haven’t yet 

foreseen. I find it all quite exciting! So now that 

Peggy and Dick have passed the torch, I am grate-

fully reminded that “we cannot hold a torch to light 

another’s path without brightening our own”(Ben 

Sweetland).  

There are so many people that give so much of 

themselves to our congregation. May we be appre-

ciative of their efforts. May we also be grateful for 

our own opportunities to be a part of such a support-

ive and accepting community. May we lead with 

joy. 

Peace. 

Emily Cranwell  

Children’s Religious 

Education  

Our Religious Education 

rom June 22 through Aug. 31 the Religious 

Education Committee will be looking for 

members of the congregation to volunteer to 

work with our youngest children in the playroom. 

We are hoping to have two volunteers each Sunday 

to read books, race cars, make music, color, and just 

have fun! If you are interested, please check the 

sign-up sheet located on the bulletin board in the 

RE wing. Several spots have been filled already, so 

check your calendar and sign up! 

If you are interested in being a teacher for the 

2014–2015 school year, please see me. The youth 

room is complete, but we are looking for one teach-

er for the elementary room (2nd–5th grade) and 

three teachers for our preK–1st grade classroom. If 

you are interested in being one of our teachers or 

just have questions please feel free to contact me: 

ehausburg@yahoo.com  

Sept. 7 will be the first day of Church School 

with introductions, crafts, and “get to know you” 

activities. The curriculum will begin on September 

14. Curriculums for each of the classrooms are from 

UUA’s “Tapestry of Faith”:  

 PreK–1st grade: “Wonderful Welcome” 

 2nd–5th grade: “Faithful Journeys” 

 6th–8th grade: “Riddle & Mystery” 

We will have a gathering to review the different 

curriculums on Friday, Aug. 1, at the UUFE. More 

details will be coming soon.  

Again please see me if you have any questions. 

A big thanks to everyone 

who made our church 

school year a success! 

Have a great summer! 

 

Liz Hausburg 

CRE 

W F 



I’m just lucky enough to get 

to wear the hat that says 

“President” for a while. 
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PEACE CAMP 
July 29–Aug 1 

5:30–8:00 pm 

Mark your calendars now for Peace Camp! Each 

night, we will sing, dance, move, play, create, and 

learn more about peace in our world, our communi-

ties, and ourselves. On the last night, we will enjoy 

a family potluck. Peace camp is for children enter-

ing preK to entering 6th grade. Feel free to bring a 

friend! Want to know more or volunteer to help? 

Contact Patty Hamsher (pashamsher@gmail.com) 

 

 

Gatherings 

Men’s Luncheon, July 2, 16, & 30; Aug 6 & 20 

12:15 PM 

Join in the conversation at the Easton Diner on Rt. 

50 (8451 Ocean Gtwy). All UUFE members and 

friends are invited to attend. Contact Jerry Fair-

banks.  

Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, July 13 & Aug 10 

12:00 PM 

Come to Joe’s Bagels to meet fellow LGBTQ 

friends and their allies at this regular informal 

gathering. All are welcome! 

Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, July 16 & Aug 20 

6 PM 

Join us for dessert and coffee at Panera to meet 

LGBTQ friends and allies for this informal gather-

ing. 

The Book Group, Summer Hiatus 

We’ll skip July and August but plan to meet again 

on Thursday, Sept. 18, to discuss our summer 

reads. We chose four titles to share but are interest-

ed in any other discoveries made. Our list includes 

Book of Ages, The Life and Opinions of Jane Frank-

lin by Jill Lepore. This is the biography of Ben 

Franklin’s sister, a woman of wit and intelligence 

traced by her letters. Next, The Girl You Left Behind 

by JoJo Moyes, one of our favorite authors. Then 

White Dog Fell From the Sky, by Eleanor Morse, a 

novel of love, friendship. and betrayal in southern 

Africa. And finally, for fun, Where’d You Go, Ber-

nadette, by Maria Semple.  

Women’s Lunch Group, July 24 & Aug 28, 12 PM 

Our summer lunches continue on the water in Ox-

ford at the Masthead Restaurant at the end of Pier 

Street. It’s picnic tables on the deck where there is 

always a breeze. There is no need to make a reser-

vation, just show up and join the group for a casual, 

good time. Call Edie Swallow (410-745-5170) for a 

ride or information.  

Member Services 

Introduction to Unitarian Universalism  

This class is helpful for any-

one who is new to our Fel-

lowship, whether you are 

considering joining or would 

simply like to know more 

about Unitarian Universal-

ism and our Easton Fellow-

ship. Participants will be introduced to UU history 

and theology as well as to UUFE’s history and how 

to become involved. Participants will share their 

spiritual journey and get to know others who are 

new to UUFE. Bring a brown bag lunch. We will 

provide snacks and drinks. To register, call the 

church office at 410-822-8103. Childcare can be 

provided with advance notice. Please let us know if 

you plan to attend no later than Thursday, July 10. If 

you will require childcare we would appreciate 

knowing at an earlier date, if possible. 

mailto:pashamsher@gmail.com
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Social Justice 

Camp Seagull 

or more than 15 

summers, Camp 

Seagull has worked 

with children ages 5 to 18 

with developmental disabil-

ities, such as cerebral palsy 

and autism. Camp continues the physical and social 

development achieved during the school year. Some 

20 to 30 children attend the 5-week camp, and a 

very high staff-to-child ratio is needed. 

The Dorchester YMCA transports campers to 

and from their homes. Campers participate in a 

wide variety of activities suitable to their abilities, 

and each child has a course of work designed to 

help them to achieve their summer goals. Experi-

enced teachers are recruited so the children see a 

familiar face when they arrive at camp. Some of the 

physical, occupational, and speech therapists who 

work with the children during the school year work 

with them during camp.  

Camp Seagull offers the only program of its 

kind in Dorchester County. Grant dollars are scarce; 

we struggle to reduce our costs so that camp can 

continue. This is the first year that we have to ask 

families to contribute to the cost of camp. We are 

committed to helping families who need assistance 

with tuition, and your outreach collection will help 

with these scholarships. Last summer we served 24 

campers at a cost of $12,500. Here are two stories 

about the impact of Camp Seagull.  

Logan 

Logan has cerebral palsy and was beginning to walk 

on his own. Our staff helped him to practice his ex-

ercises daily. By summer’s end, 

he was able to walk more than 

20 steps with little to no help.  

Destiny 

Similarly, Destiny, who has au-

tism, finished the school year 

having made great progress with 

basic communication in her classroom. Last sum-

mer, we were able to support the skills that Destiny 

had been working on. We were thrilled the day that 

she was able to say, “I want to blow bubbles.” This 

simple phrase was a joy to all. 

With your help we will be able to continue this 

program each summer! 

 

 

A Day at the Beach 

Thursday  July 17  9 AM 

Cape Henlopen State Park  Lewes, DE 

Take a break during the week and come out to play 

volleyball and Frisbee, hang out, and picnic with 

fellow UUs. More information to come, but the 

likely location is the bay side of the park where the 

water is more calm. Beyond park admission, this is 

a free family event. 

SAVE THE DATE  

2014 Delmarva Cluster 
Celebration 

Sunday  Oct. 12  10:30 AM 

“We’ll Build a Land” 

Hosted by the UU Fellowship of Newark and UU 

Society of Mill Creek. We plan to explore our per-

sonal action plans in social and environmental jus-

tice as well as UU evangelism. If you would like to 

help, contact celebration task force co-chairs 

Rachael Coffey (rscnwkde@gmail.com) or MQ 

Riding (MQ.riding@essentialpowerllc.com).

F 

mailto:rscnwkde@gmail.com
mailto:MQ.riding@essentialpowerllc.com


 

 

UUFE Contacts 
Minister, Rev. Sue Browning ............................. 410-822-8103 

 minister@uufeaston.org 

Rev. Sue Browning is at the Fellowship Thursdays from  

10:30 AM–2 PM, and is available other times by appointment. 

Co-presidents: Peggy Sharp .............................. 410-822-1623 

 Emily Cranwell ........................ 518-470-8609 

 president@uufeaston.org 

Coordinator, Religious Education for Children 

 & Youth: Elizabeth Hausburg ............................ 410-476-4774 

Music Director, Maureen Curtin ........................ 410-443-8799 

 mcurtin@goeaston.net 

UUFE Office: ...................................................... 410-822-8103 

Newsletter Editors: Patty Hamsher & Amy Eutsey .................  

 uufenewsletter@gmail.com 

Join us on Facebook Page. 

Deadline for Newsletter submissions is the 15th of the month.

Unitarian Universalist Principles 

Unitarian Universalism is a faith for those who want the free-

dom to develop their own religious values and beliefs without 

being bound by creed or dogma. There are seven principles 

that Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement for spir-

itual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic 

process within our congregations and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and jus-

tice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence, of 

which we are a part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Unitarian-Universalist-Fellowship-at-Easton/223775787667549

