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Sermons 

Is Anyone in Charge Here? 

Jan 5 Who are authority figures in your life? Do organizations run best 

with decisive leadership? We live our lives in the midst of institutions, 

organizations, and systems. Who sets the vision? Who has the power? 

Rev. Browning will explore experiences of authority in our lives. The 

choir will sing.  

Jan 12 Happiness Is… 

What makes us truly happy or our lives meaningful? Is it money? Not 

having to work? Chinese philosophers, Buddhists, and others might say 

happiness or meaning comes from being completely in the present 

moment. Hungarian psychologist Mihaly Csiksentmihalyi calls this 

“flow.” We’ll explore the mental state of effortless concentration and 

deep satisfaction and how it leads to true happiness. Service leader: 

Jamie Walter  

Jan 19 Heaven on Earth 

It is bold to declare what the world should look like. Can we imagine 

what a world would look like if all were treated fairly and with compas-

sion? What would it take for everyone to have enough? Rev. Browning 

will consider how Martin Luther King Jr.’s dreams of creating beloved 

community has shaped our images of a just world. The choir will sing. 

Outreach Collection Jan. 19: Phillips Wharf Environmental Cen-

ter. Make checks payable to PWEC with Education in the memo 

line. This contribution is tax deductable (see page 5). 

Jan 26 Animal Companionship 

Have you ever thought about what role an animal companion plays in 

our own spiritual evolution? Come explore the profound influences that 

animals have on our lives. Several members from UUFE will share their 

reflections, memories, and the ways in which animal companions have 

had a profound influence on their own spirit journey. Service Leader: 

Laura Winne
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There is no passion to be 

found playing small in  

settling for a life that is 

less than the one you are 

capable of living. 

—Nelson Mandela 
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Minister’s Desk  

Inspiration From the Pope 

ecently, the Associated Press reported, 

“Pope Francis celebrated his 77th birth-

day…with four homeless people—and one 

of their dogs—who live on the street in Rome out-

side the Vatican walls.” There’s a buzz around this 

new pope. He’s living out his commitment to a sim-

ple life. He’s continually connecting with the poor 

and disenfranchised. As he works to change the 

public conversation, he has my attention.  

In part, I’m fascinated with his challenge to 

leaders in his own tradition as he calls for a more 

deliberate focus on matters of fairness and justice. I 

wonder, over the next few years, who will follow 

his lead? I ask, as a Unitarian Universalist, is there 

wisdom I need to hear? How do I hear his distaste 

of personal wealth? I know I agree with the Pope 

that for a religious community to be vibrant, the 

community needs an outward view.   

Within Talbot County, I’m growing in my un-

derstanding of UUFE’s long-established public role. 

We have members who time and again rise to the 

needs of the community. In December, our congre-

gation responded generously and provided gifts for 

the after-school multicultural center and for the 

Neighborhood Service Center. On short notice, 

more than 25 gifts were purchased, wrapped, and 

delivered. 

I’m learning more about the social and econom-

ic needs of the community through UUFE’s com-

mitment to house the homeless each year. From Jan 

26–Feb 9, we will house overnight guests as part of 

the work of the Talbot Interfaith Shelter. When I 

read of the Pope’s birthday celebration with the 

homeless, I remembered to contact Jack Harrald and 

signed up as a volunteer. 

I’m proud to be a part of a religious community 

that is witness to the needs of the greater communi-

ty and then acts. Wishing all a New Year filled with 

acts of kindness and compassion.  

In connection, Sue  

 

Music Director Notes 

Singing Is a Happy Thing 

hat a delight it is a delight to be in-

volved with this wonderful UU congre-

gation and choir. To present music that 

represents traditional religions, spirituality, open 

mindedness, concern for our environment and the 

continuing quest of freedom, respect, and equality 

for all is a joy. My goal is to choose music that re-

flects and enhances the theme of each service. To 

me, music joins us in a shared moment of joy, inspi-

ration, thoughtfulness, or humor, and a choir is es-

pecially suited for this role. I am grateful to the 

members of the choir for their time, talent, and en-

thusiasm. Each member has a busy schedule, and 

we are fortunate for the time he or she gives to the 

choir. That said, the choirs is always open to new 

members (especially tenors!). We are fortunate to 

have a budget for babysitting during Thursday night 

rehearsals, parents! 

I will 

be offer-

ing a class 

on begin-

ning mu-

sic reading 

starting in 

January and 

once a month (or more) thereafter on a Thursday. It 

will probably be at 6 PM for 30 minutes. Watch the 

Friday e-mail messages for the date and time of the 

first class.   

Last year, I participated in MUUSICA, a UU 

music directors meeting drawing participants from 

Virginia, DC, and Maryland. Our choir recently per-

formed the song “Welcome, Welcome” by Clif 

Hardin, a member of this group. Tom Benjamin, 

whose compositions are in our teal hymnal, also is a 

member of this group. MUUSICA has commis-

sioned a choral piece reflecting UU values to be in-

troduced during a concert at All Souls in DC on 

Mar. 29.   

 (continued p. 3) 

R W 
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Children’s Religious 

Education  

New Year’s Day Brunch 

Jan 1  11 AM–1 PM 

Children’s Religious Education is hosting a brunch 

to kick off 2014, and all are welcomed to join! 

Tickets are $6 for adults, $3 for children, and free 

for children under 5. Find them for sale at coffee 

hour. Proceeds benefit the Heifer Project and UUFE 

RE.  

 

 

Adult Religious 

Education 

UU Theology Workshops: A 

Chance to Explore  

On Saturdays, 9 AM–12 PM, this winter, Rev. Sue 

Browning will lead three interactive workshops on 

Unitarian Universalist theology. Using the guiding 

questions below, the workshops will use story, ex-

ercises, and conversation to consider how our UU 

faith guides how we live today and how we might 

imagine the future.  

Feb 15, Roots and Wings Part 1 

What do we mean when we describe Unitarian Uni-

versalism as guided by reason, experience, and tol-

erance? 

Mar 1, Roots and Wings Part 2 

How do principles of covenant, community, and 

tradition shape our understanding of faith? 

Mar 15, My Roots and Wings 

What do I believe? What do I trust? What is the role 

of faith and religious community in my life?  

You are invited to attend all three sessions (to 

some degree they will build on one another) or to 

attend one or two. Signing up in advance is helpful 

(Fellowship foyer or uufe@verizon.net), but not re-

quired. The sessions will be held at the Fellowship. 

Coffee and bagels will be available at 8:45 AM, and 

the sessions will begin promptly at 9.  

  

Happy New Year!  
From Ms. Liz and the Children’s 

RE Families and Friends 

(Music Director Notes, continued) 

Our choir will be participating in this concert and 

will perform the piece again at one of UUFE’s 

services.  

In late January, the choir plans to hold a pot-

luck dinner for choir members, their families, and 

anyone else who might be interested in joining the 

choir! Keep your eyes open for the news or ask a 

choir member.  

Singing is a happy thing. At choir rehearsals, 

we sing, laugh, learn, and challenge ourselves to 

be the best we can be at that moment. 

Maureen Curtin 
 

file:///C:/Users/Amy%20Eutsey/Documents/Amy's%20Stuff/UUFE%20Newsletter/January%202014/uufe@verizon.net
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Emerson Café 

Wednesdays  7–9 PM 

 

Different people can experience religion is different 

ways. For some, religion can be controlling and re-

pressive, for others it is uplifting and liberating. 

This month, through a series of TED talks, we will 

explore the different ways we can 

experience religion in our own 

lives and how we can shape our 

religious experience to find our 

own path to  

spirituality. 

Jan 8 Religion, Evolution, and the Ecstasy of 

Self-transcendence 

Psychologist Jonathan Haidt asks a simple, but 

difficult question: Why do we search for self-

transcendence? Why do we attempt to lose our-

selves? In a tour through the science of evolution by 

group selection, he proposes a provocative answer. 

Jan 15 My Year of Living Religiously 

Author, philosopher, prankster, and journalist A. J. 

Jacobs talks about the year he spent living 

biblically, following the rules in the Bible as 

literally as possible. Immersing himself in alternate 

lifestyles and long, hilarious experiments (usually 

with himself the guinea pig), Jacobs tests the limits 

of behavior, customs, culture, knowledge, and his 

wife’s sense of humor. 

Jan 22 Dangerous Memes 

Starting with the simple tale of an ant, philosopher 

Dan Dennett unleashes a devastating salvo of ideas, 

making a powerful case for the existence of 

memes—concepts that are literally alive. Dennett 

argues that human consciousness and free will are 

the result of physical processes. 

Jan 29 The Doubt Essential to Faith 

When Lesley Hazleton was writing a biography of 

Muhammad, she was struck by something: The 

night he received the revelation of the Koran, 

according to early accounts, his first reaction was 

doubt, awe, and even fear. And yet, this experience 

became the bedrock of his belief. Hazleton calls for 

a new appreciation of doubt and questioning as the 

foundation of faith. 

Gatherings 

Men’s Luncheon, Jan 8 & 22, 12:15 PM 

Join in the conversation at the Easton Diner on Rt. 

50 (8451 Ocean Gtwy). All UUFE members and 

friends are invited to attend. Contact Jerry Fair-

banks.  

Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, Jan 12, 12:00 PM 

Come to Joe’s Bagels to meet fellow LGBTQ 

friends and their allies at this regular informal 

gathering. All are welcome! 

Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, Jan 15, 6 PM 

Join us for dessert and coffee at Panera to meet 

LGBTQ friends and allies for this informal gather-

ing. 

The Book Group, Jan 16, 11:30 AM 

We are reading The Color of Water by James 

McBride for January, Dear Life by Alice Munroe 

for Feb. 20, and Who Owns 

America’s Past by  

Robert Post for Mar. 20. 

We meet in the Archer-

Shee room with brown bag 

lunches and hot drinks from 

the kitchen. Come join us. 

Women’s Lunch Group, 

Jan 23, 12 pm 

Joanne Baynard will host our next brown bag 

luncheon at her home in Easton. She will provide 

drinks and a dessert. Her street runs just behind 

Memorial Hospital; you can find her address in the 

member directory. Please let her know if you can 

come (jonibay@goeaston.net). 

mailto:jonibay@goeaston.net
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Member Services 

Introduction to Unitarian 

Universalism 

Sunday, Jan 19  12:30–4:30 PM  

This class, led by the Member Services Committee, 

is helpful for anyone who is new to our Fellowship, 

whether you are considering joining or would simp-

ly like to know more about Unitarian Universalism 

and our Easton Fellowship. Participants will be in-

troduced to general UU history and theology and to 

our own UUFE history, what there is to become in-

volved in, and how we get things done. You will al-

so have the chance to share some of your own spir-

itual beliefs and get to know others who are new to 

UUFE. Bring a brown bag lunch; we will provide 

snacks and drinks. To register (no later than Jan. 

16), call the church office at 410-822-8103. Child-

care can be provided, but please give advance  

notice. 

Smiles, Everyone! 

A new photo directory is being 

produced to help you put names 

with faces. Sign-ups will be by 

calling the office (410-822-8103) 

or during coffee hour on Jan. 5, 12, and 19. Photos 

will be taken after service on Jan. 26, Feb. 2, and 

Feb. 9. 

Coffee Hour With Flare 

We’re going to try having snacks again during cof-

fee hour. Watch the Friday e-mail messages in Jan-

uary for more information! 

Board News 

December Meeting Highlights 

he Board of Trustees continues to review 

policies. Currently, they are working on the 

disruptive behavior policy and approved the 

Policy for Cancellation of UUFE Activities Due to 

Weather Emergencies. UUFE follows the school 

schedule. If the schools close, UUFE activities for 

that day are cancelled.

Social Justice 

Phillips Wharf Environmental 

Center 

t the heart of all activities of Phillips 

Wharf Environmental Center (PWEC) is 

the health of the Chesapeake Bay. The 

purpose is not just to restore the 

Bay in principle, but to restore it 

to productivity. A healthy Bay is 

a food source and a traditional 

economic engine that can help to 

sustain our communities. The 

next generation is wondering whether they, like 

their fathers, will be able to “follow the water?” 

A Bold Transformation 

In October 2013, PWEC purchased the Harrison 

Oyster Company property beside the Tilghman 

Bridge. At this gateway location, PWEC will create 

a new multipurpose campus that combines 

educational facilities with a working waterfront and 

preserves the last dockside shucking house in 

Talbot County. The goal is to close the circle, 

linking watermen, residents, scientists, 

environmental educators, and students in a mutually 

beneficial community project. 

For the past 9 years, a major endeavor of PWEC 

has been educating youth and adults in Talbot 

County and beyond about native aquatic life and 

aquaculture. The Fishmobile, seen frequently in our 

community and 

schools, is an 

important facet of 

this program with 

its traveling 

aquariums and 

classroom activities.  

PWEC welcomes and relies on its volunteers. 

They staff the Tilghman Island campus and help 

care for the aquariums. Students are encouraged to 

volunteer and to participate in the critter release that 

happens in October. To learn more. visit 

www.pwec.org. 

T 

A 

http://www.pwec.org/


 

UUFE Contacts 
Minister, Rev. Sue Browning ............................. 410-822-8103 

 minister@uufeaston.org 

Rev. Sue Browning is at the Fellowship Thursdays from  

10 AM–2 PM, and is available other times by appointment. 

Co-presidents: Dick Doughty............................ 410-673-7580 

 Peggy Sharp ............................. 410-822-1623 

 president@uufeaston.org 

Coordinator, Religious Education for Children 

 & Youth: Elizabeth Hausburg ............................ 410-476-4774 

Music Director, Maureen Curtin ........................ 410-443-8799 

 mcurtin@goeaston.net 

UUFE Office: ...................................................... 410-822-8103 

Newsletter Editor: Amy Eutsey ......................... 410-253-9791 

 uufenewsletter@gmail.com 

To see more photos, visit our Facebook Page. 

Deadline for Newsletter submissions is the 15th of the month.

Unitarian Universalist Principles 

Unitarian Universalism is a faith for those who want the free-

dom to develop their own religious values and beliefs without 

being bound by creed or dogma. There are seven principles 

that Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement for spir-

itual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic 

process within our congregations and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and jus-

tice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence, of 

which we are a part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inclement Weather Cancellations 

UUFE will post on the Web site cancellation of church 

services due to unsafe winter traveling conditions as 

well as have an announcement made on WCEI radio 

96.7 FM. During the week, if Talbot County Public 

Schools are closed, UUFE activities for that day are 

cancelled. 

 Accompanists in training 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Unitarian-Universalist-Fellowship-at-Easton/223775787667549

