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Sermons 

The Broken Spots 

Apr 6 We sing of peaceful visions and imagine our lives as rivers flow-

ing and needing to bend. What of the broken times when riverbeds are 

dry, or when rocks and rapids challenge our ways of navigating? Rev. 

Sue Browning will consider what we hold onto in times of brokenness. 

The choir will sing. 

Apr 13 Sea Level Rise, Social Justice, and the Eastern Shore 

We know that sea level rise will produce changes that will threaten the 

Eastern Shore, but we are not fully aware of the disparate consequences 

that will occur due to the vulnerability and lack of resilience of 

segments of our population. Resilience requires strong communities. 

Strong communities cannot exist without social justice and social 

justice requires networks of relationships, informed leadership, and 

passion.  Our commitment to social justice in our own communities will 

determine the Eastern Shore our grandchildren will inherit. This Social 

Justice service will be led by Jack Harrald.  

Apr 20 In the Spirit of Life 

When in your life have you discovered a fresh perspective? Are there 

mornings when you see the same realities in a new light? Rev. Sue 

Browning will explore the contrasts between darkness and light in the 

Christian story of Good Friday and Easter. The choir will sing. 

Outreach Collection Apr. 20: Midshore Riverkeeper Conservancy. 

Make checks payable to MRC. This is a tax-deductible contribution. 

Apr 27 Going Green 

The religious education committee will be presenting an intergenera-

tional play, “Going Green” for Earth Day. 

Five young green kids will be talking about 

the ways UUs can be more environmentally 

conscious and effective.  
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We do not inherit the 

earth from our ancestors, 

we borrow it from our 

children. 

 

—Native American Proverb 
2014 JPD Assembly: A People So Bold 

April 11–12  Ace Conference Center  

Lafayette, PA 

http://www.jpduua.org/news-and-notes/register-now-2014-jpd-assembly
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Minister’s Desk  

Always a Bit Behind 

n this winter that doesn’t seem to end, it is hard 

to imagine that soon we’ll have the air condi-

tioning on and be wishing for a break in the 

heat spell. Yet, as I write, it is below freezing, and it 

is late March, and my heart and mind are jumping 

ahead. Having hope and confidence that spring and 

warmth will eventually come matters.   

I wish for warmth, and at the same time I’m 

wondering how I never quite finished some of my 

planned winter tasks. I planned to help my daughter 

make her Tee Shirt quilt, and I planned to sort the 

boxes stacked in our son’s room, and…    

I know I’ve made choices that have left some of 

what is on the lists undone. I choose to walk regu-

larly with friends. I choose to read in coffee shops. I 

choose to relax in front of TV, recently texting back 

and forth with my children about my hopeless 

March Madness brackets. Over the last months, 

there have been a few twists. Smaller things, like 

unplanned computer and car repairs. And like many 

of you reading, we have family members needing 

new forms of care and attention. And I am a new 

minister, learning.  

The last paragraph is my life. Yet, I often sense 

a pull to course correct—a pull toward the lists of 

what could have been done this winter. In these 

moments of what-might-have-been, I forget what 

did occur and where my attention was needed. The 

path the river did take.  

Course corrections and lists serve important 

roles, sometimes helping us live into our dreams. 

Other times our lists become expectations and we 

measure. We wonder why we can’t quite force the 

day to be a bit warmer, or shortly, to force the day 

to be a bit cooler. It’s good to pay attention to what 

we keep on our lists.  

In connection, Sue  

Presidents’ Message 

Do We Really Need To Increase 

Our Parking Capacity Now? 

 parking space seems like a straightforward 

mundane thing. We have 38 official park-

ing spaces. So why do we need more? Dur-

ing the past few months Sunday worship has aver-

aged 66 in attendance with an average of 45 cars 

parked. When Rev. Sue Browning is giving the 

sermon, our average attendance is 78 people, with 

53 cars parked. And at the memorial service for 

Barbara Noyes we had 135 attendees, and 64 cars 

parked.  

Cars are being parked in the woods, on the 

grass, and sometimes doubled up. It’s obvious we 

don’t have enough parking spaces even now for 

those who wish to come to services at UUFE. On 

only two occasions during the past two months have 

there been enough official spaces to accommodate 

all. 

Some look at expanding our parking facility on-

ly as a cost. Others view it as an investment in the 

future, allowing UUFE to grow its membership and 

increase its financial base. If we do not increase our 

parking capacity, we severely limit our ability to 

welcome potential new members. New members are 

the lifeblood of our community, whether we want to 

grow or not. If people arrive and don’t have a place 

to park, will they simply stop coming? If we don’t 

increase our parking facility in a timely fashion, we 

will lose our current investment in design, planning 

and County approvals, not to mention our Chalice 

Lighter’s grant of $20,000. Delaying the expansion 

of our parking capacity will only increase our costs.  

Fortunately, we don’t have to do everything at 

once. The County has agreed to allow us to begin a 

phased implementation of our proposed parking 

plan. This summer we could break ground, clear the 

designated area, and still retain the ability to use this 

ground for temporary parking. We have enough  

(continued, p. 3) 
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Children’s Religious 

Education  

Everything Is Possible 

oday we tell our 

children, “Eve-

rything is possi-

ble, no matter what.” 

We agree to do the fol-

lowing things with our 

children: 

 Lead them in a few minutes of silent meditation. 

 Inspire them to appreciate the beauty and wonder 

of nature.  

 Show them the hidden possibilities in familiar sit-

uations. 

From the book The Seven Spiritual Laws for Par-

ents by Deepak Chopra.  

Our Religious Education 

This month we begin a look at Christianity and the 

celebrations of Palm Sunday and Easter. Palm Sun-

day commemorates the triumphant entry of Jesus 

into Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. The gos-

pels record the arrival of Jesus riding into the city 

on a donkey, while the crowds spread their cloaks 

and palm branches on the street. Easter is the most 

important religious festivals in the Christian liturgi-

cal year. Christians believe that Jesus was resurrect-

ed from the dead three days after his crucifixion and 

celebrate this resurrection on Easter Sunday, two 

days after Good Friday.  

Upcoming Intergenerational Service 

April 27 will be our celebra-

tion of our earth and the an-

imals and plants. RE will be 

presenting an intergenera-

tional play called “Going 

Green” to remind us about 

the ways UUs can be more 

environmentally conscious 

and effective. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Calendar 

6 Christianity 

12 Stream Clean-up @ UUFE, 9 AM–12 PM 

13 Palm Sunday 

20 Easter 

27 Earth Day & 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Presidents’ Message, continued) 

funds on hand (including the Chalice Lighter’s 

grant) to accomplish this phase. The second phase 

would entail paving the spaces cleared. This work 

could begin in summer of 2015, allowing us to raise 

or find resources to fund the remaining cost in 2015.  

So do we need to increase our parking capacity 

now? The congregation will decide this at our An-

nual Meeting in May. But, for me and many others, 

the time to invest in our future is now.  

Peggy Sharp 

T 

UUFE  April 12  

9 AM–12 PM 
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Emerson Café 

Wednesdays  7–9 PM 

We live on a wonderful planet, filled with beauty, 

and resources, and opportunity. And yet the world is 

far from perfect, rife with social injustice and politi-

cal and economic difficulties. As part of our social 

justice month at Emerson Cafe, we will explore 

how we can make this a better world for this gen-

eration and the generations to come. Sponsored by 

the Social Justice Committee, discussions will be 

led by David Stevens and Jack Harrald. On April 

23, special guest speaker, George Erickson, will ex-

plore nuclear energy solutions to our climate change 

crisis.  

Apr 2 Abundance 

Peter Diamandis makes a case for optimism -- that 

we'll invent, innovate and create ways to solve the 

challenges that loom over us. "I’m not saying we 

don’t have our set of problems; we surely do. But 

ultimately, we knock them down.” 

Apr 9 New Insights on Poverty 

Researcher Hans Rosling uses his cool data tools to 

show how countries are pulling themselves out of 

poverty. In Hans Rosling’s hands, data sings. 

Global trends in health and economics come to 

vivid life. And the big picture of global 

development—with some surprisingly good news—

snaps into sharp focus. 

Apr 16 Improving the Lives of the Bottom 

Billion 

Around the world right now, one billion people are 

trapped in poor or failing countries. How can we 

help them? Economist Paul Collier lays out a bold, 

compassionate plan for closing the gap between rich 

and poor. Paul Collier’s book The Bottom Billion 

shows what is happening to the poorest people in 

the world and offers ideas for opening up 

opportunities to all. 

Apr 23 Finding a Solution to our Climate 

Change Crisis—A Safer Nuclear Energy 

Solution 

In a live presentation, Dr. George Erickson, a 

member of the Thorium Energy Alliance and the 

Union of Concerned Scientists, will discuss a safe, 

efficient form of nuclear power, the Molton Salt 

Thorium Reactor. He will demonstrate that this is a 

much safer and more environmentally friendly 

solution to our climate crisis. 

Apr 30 Want To Help Someone? Shut Up and 

Listen 

When most well-intentioned aid workers hear of a 

problem they think they can fix, they go to work. 

This, Ernesto Sirolli suggests, is naïve. In this funny 

and impassioned talk, he proposes that the first step 

is to listen to the people you're trying to help, and 

tap into their own entrepreneurial spirit. His advice 

on what works will help any entrepreneur. 

Gatherings 

Men’s Luncheon, Apr 2, 16, & 30 12:15 PM 

Join in the conversation at the Easton Diner on Rt. 

50 (8451 Ocean Gtwy). All UUFE members and 

friends are invited to attend. Contact Jerry Fair-

banks.  

Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, Apr 13, 12:00 PM 

Come to Joe’s Bagels to meet fellow LGBTQ 

friends and their allies at this regular informal 

gathering. All are welcome! 

Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, Apr 16, 6 PM 

Join us for dessert and coffee at Panera to meet 

LGBTQ friends and allies for this informal gather-

ing. 

The Book Group, Apr 17, 11:30 AM 

This month, we will discuss Someone by Alice 

McDermott and Truth and Beauty by Anne Patchett 

in May. Bring bag lunches and we’ll put the tea ket-

tle on. There are a couple of copies of Bob’s book 

for loan in the office.  
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Women’s Lunch Group, Apr 24, 12 PM 

Ann Davis will host our April gathering. Bring your 

own lunch, and she will provide drinks and a treat. 

Her home is in St. Michaels. Please call her at 410-

745-2461 if you are coming so she can give you di-

rections.  

Member Services 

Welcome, Newest Members!  

The Member Services Committee, on behalf of the 

whole congregation, would like to welcome Mary 

Connors, Travis Mamone, Robin Benfer, and Tracy 

Hockmeyer as the newest members of our UU Fel-

lowship! We will “officially” welcome new mem-

bers during a worship service in May. Until then, 

we hope you personally take the time to get to know 

our new members during coffee hour and welcome 

them to our community. Photos and biographies 

will be posted in the foyer. 

Social Justice 

Midshore Riverkeeper 

Conservancy 

ean Rhian writes: I have volunteered at MRC 

weekly for the past four years. The reason I so 

enthusiastically support them is because they 

are incredibly effective at taking action and getting 

things done. I know our 

contributions will be put to 

work to make a difference 

NOW! Here are a few 

things we’ve accomplished 

lately: 

On the water: We patrol our rivers weekly by boat 

to identify and address illegal pollution issues. Us-

ing water quality testing from over 50 volunteers, 

we issue an annual River Report Card, analyzing 

the water quality in our rivers. 

On the land: We work with farmers and agricultur-

al landowners to design, fund, and install innovative 

nutrient reducing projects that are gaining 

Easter/Earth Day 

Potluck 

Sunday, April 20 

All are welcome to celebrate 

spring and all it brings with 

our UU family! 

 

widespread attention in Maryland. Working with 

our high school students we planted over 3,000 

streamside buffer trees last year and are planning to 

plant 15 additional acres in 2014-2015. 

In education: We conduct regular outreach through 

writing, speaking, and host an environmental film 

festival to educate and motivate community constit-

uents. We also design and teach environmental edu-

cation programs at elementary and high schools in 

three counties. 

With legislation: We advocate for stronger state 

regulations and better enforcement, and litigate to 

curtail illegal development; to strengthen and pro-

tect environmental regulations; and to halt illegal 

polluters where necessary. 

In collaboration: We work with county leaders and 

staff to develop pollution reduction programs and to 

bring outside grant money to our community. We 

also seek to provide leadership collaboration with 

other conservation-focused organizations in an ef-

fort to effectuate widespread change in tributary 

trends. 

J 

Upcoming Event Sponsored by TACL 

How To Be a Peacemaker 

Wednesday, April 23  7 PM 

Colman McCarthy, former columnist for the 

Washington Post, will be speaking on this im-

portant topic at the Avalon Theater. His talk 

will be followed by a question-and-answer pe-

riod. 
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A presentation by  

Dr. George Erickson  Apr. 23  7 PM  

r. Erickson is a 

retired dentist, 

Arctic aviator, 

and author of True North 

and other successful 

books. His research in-

sists that, because of 

climate change, we must 

drastically reduce our use of carbon-based fuels and 

switch to safe, efficient nuclear power, a Thorium 

Reactor as rapidly as possible.  

Dr. Erickson will reveal little known facts be-

hind Three Mile Island, Chernobyl, and Fukushima.  

Nuclear power actually has a safety record 4000 

times better than coal and 900 times better than oil. 

No one has died in Western Europe or the Western 

Hemisphere because of nuclear power, but millions 

have died from the use of coal or oil.  

He will introduce us to the innovative, Molten 

Salt Reactor (MSR) that ran successfully at Oak 

Ridge, Tennessee for 2 ½ years in the sixties, before 

it was shelved for political reasons.  

We will learn about the super-efficient Liquid 

Fluoride Thorium Reactor (LFTR), a variant of the 

MSR, which uses Thorium, a fuel much less haz-

ardous and more plentiful than Uranium.  

Dr. Erickson is a member of the Thorium Ener-

gy Alliance, the Union of Concerned Scientists, the 

Sierra Club, the Na-

ture Conservancy, 

etc., and is a former 

Vice President of the 

American Humanist 

Association. 

 

EZPLEDGE 

Send Pledge Payments Directly to UUFE 

From Your Bank Account! 

Won’t it make you happy to keep current with your 

pledge donations and help UUFE receive a steady 

income? You can make your pledge donations au-

tomatically, from your checking account, using the 

‘bill pay’ feature on your bank web page! To set up 

donations for your UUFE annual operating pledge: 

 Go to your checking account on your bank web 

site. 

 Go to where you ‘add a bill’ and select ‘company’ 

 Select the option to enter all information for your 

‘company’ and enter the following: 

 Biller Name: UUFE Operating 

 Account Number: 0906 

 Biller Address:  P.O. Box 1162, Easton, MD 

21601 

 Biller Phone No.: 410-822-8103 

 Select the recurring basis for your payments, or 

use the system to make payments at your discre-

tion, from time to time. 

Questions? Ask Janet Pfeffer at 

jpfeffer@goeaston.net or 410-310-4559. 

 

Travel to South Africa With Other 

UUs for Habitat for Humanity 

Habitat for Humanity International has approved an 

application for Rev. Greg Chute of UUs of Central 

Delaware to take a home-building team to Mfuleni, 

South Africa, a township just outside of Cape 

Town. Rev. Chute would like to give UUs (and 

family and friends) of the Delmarva Peninsula Clus-

ter priority. A team of at least 12 people is needed 

to work for five days from Monday, July 14, to Fri-

day, July 18. All ages and abilities are welcome. 

Additional time will be organized for touring the ar-

ea. This will be Rev. Chute’s 17th trip to South Af-

rica. For more information, send an e-mail to Rev. 

Chute (minister@uucd.org) or find more infor-

mation at: http://www.habitat.org/where-we-

build/south-africa. 

D 

mailto:jpfeffer@goeaston.net
mailto:minister@uucd.org
http://www.habitat.org/where-we-build/south-africa
http://www.habitat.org/where-we-build/south-africa


 

 

UUFE Contacts 
Minister, Rev. Sue Browning ............................. 410-822-8103 

 minister@uufeaston.org 

Rev. Sue Browning is at the Fellowship Thursdays from  

10:30 AM–2 PM, and is available other times by appointment. 

Co-presidents: Dick Doughty............................ 410-673-7580 

 Peggy Sharp ............................. 410-822-1623 

 president@uufeaston.org 

Coordinator, Religious Education for Children 

 & Youth: Elizabeth Hausburg ............................ 410-476-4774 

Music Director, Maureen Curtin ........................ 410-443-8799 

 mcurtin@goeaston.net 

UUFE Office: ...................................................... 410-822-8103 

Newsletter Editors: Patty Hamsher & Amy Eutsey .................  

 uufenewsletter@gmail.com 

Join us on Facebook Page. 

Deadline for Newsletter submissions is the 15th of the month.

Unitarian Universalist Principles 

Unitarian Universalism is a faith for those who want the free-

dom to develop their own religious values and beliefs without 

being bound by creed or dogma. There are seven principles 

that Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement for spir-

itual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic 

process within our congregations and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and jus-

tice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence, of 

which we are a part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Food Donations Always Needed 
Just a reminder that the hunger need in Talbot 

County persists all year round. There is a box in 

the vestibule of the Fellowship building for dona-

tions of nonperishable food for the Neighborhood 

Services Center pantry; a list of suggestions is at  

 

 

tached to the box. Donations left in the box on 

Sundays are taken to the center the next 

day. Donations may also be taken to the center 

(125 Port St., Easton) anytime during normal 

business hours. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Unitarian-Universalist-Fellowship-at-Easton/223775787667549

