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Sermons 

Are We There Yet? 

Dec 1 Part of the human experience is waiting. We anticipate times of joy; 

at others we wait in uncertainty. As we approach the shortest day of the 

year, Rev. Sue Browning will explore traditions in this season of expecta-

tion. During the service, we will light a menorah in celebration of Hanu-

kah. The choir will sing.  

Dec 8 A Language of Reverence 

Our congregation may include humanists, theists, scientists, mystics, 

pagans, and agnostics. What words can UUs use to express our deepest 

quest for truth and meaning? We’ll explore this challenge, including 

thoughts from the recent book, Fluent in Faith, by UU Minister, Jeanne 

Nieuwejaar. Service leader: Nancy Orr  

Dec 15 Our Many Unique Families 

Families and other close relationships come in 

many forms. There is not one “norm,” and yet 

the media and catalogs leave little room for 

variation. Rev. Sue Browning will consider 

ways we might make room for the dynamics of our close connections, es-

pecially during the Holiday season. The choir will sing. 

Outreach Collection Dec. 15: Good Samaritan Fund. This contribu-

tion is not tax deductable (see page 5). 

Dec 22 Who Do You UUs Say That I Am? 

In one of the Gospels, Jesus asks his disciples: “Who do you say that I 

am?” In today’s sermon, with Christmas right around the corner, lay leader 

Dwayne Eutsey asks, “Who do UUs say Jesus was, and is he still relevant 

to our denomination?”

Newsletter 
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There are two ways to live: 

…as if nothing is a mira-

cle…as if everything is a 

miracle.  

(Albert Einstein) 

Christmas Eve at the Fellowship, 5:30 PM 

At our intergenerational service, we’ll pause to take in a sense of 

magic in the air. Each night a child is born is a holy night, and the 

stories of Christmas remind us of the possibility of hope and oppor-

tunity for compassion in the world. Rev. Sue Browning and the choir 

will lead this service of song and story as we offer gratitude for our 

religious community and the wonder of the season. 
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Dec 29 Over the River and Through the Woods 

We will talk about Lydia Maria Child, abolitionist, 

Native American and women’s advocate, author, 

and Unitarian. She wrote the song, “Over the River 

and Through the Woods,” which we will be singing. 

Service leader: Debbie Simpers 

Minister’s Desk  

Sharing Our Stories 

 write on the eve of the 50th anniversary of the 

assassination of President John F. Kennedy. 

Recently, TV programming has been saturated 

with shows about JFK’s life and death. I’ve heard 

these stories before and seen these same film clips 

over and over, and yet, I’m drawn in. I watch again 

and again. I am just old enough to be able to answer 

the question, “Where were you when you heard?”  

Leaving school that day, the crossing guard told 

us the President was killed. He told us to rush home 

to tell our parents, and we ran. In my version of the 

story of JFK’s death, I recall losing my first tooth 

that weekend and being frustrated that no one 

seemed to care. Watching again in 2013, I’m struck 

by how young the President was.  

When we tell the stories of our past, children lis-

ten. We all listen. I used to be mesmerized when my 

mom would tell of making mud pies on her back 

steps, or when my dad would tell of his frustration 

that his family opened gifts on Christmas Eve in-

stead of Christmas morning. (Presents were opened 

in our house on Christmas morning!)    

In each telling and in each hearing, we filter the 

stories a bit differently. We make new meaning of 

our own experience. We gain new insights. Some-

time stories shift and morph, or the emphasis 

changes. Sometimes, we remember times when tra-

ditions needed to shift. In the telling and retelling, 

we make room for loss. We make room for joy. We 

make room for new connections. I wish for each of 

you a holiday season rich in story. 

Blessings,  

Sue  

 

Presidents’ Message 

The Gift of Community 

t’s the Christmas season, and most of us are 

scurrying around, buying presents, wrapping 

them, and putting them under the tree. But the 

one big gift we all receive isn’t under the tree, and 

we don’t have to unwrap it to receive its benefits. It 

is the gift of community. 

Each one of us gives this gift each time we con-

tribute to the well-being of UUFE. Serving on the 

board or on a committee, planning a worship ser-

vice or offering a sermon, participating in a discus-

sion, singing in the choir, preparing or serving cof-

fee, maintaining our building and grounds, greeting 

and getting to know newcomers—all of these activi-

ties build the gift of community, one act at a time.  

And when we arrive on Sunday and enjoy the 

worship service and the well-delivered sermon, chat 

with our fellow members and share ideas and 

events, receive a hug from someone we haven’t 

seen recently, or gather around a table for a meal 

with other UUs, it’s like opening the gift over and 

over again.  

The material gifts that we receive are often used 

up, broken, or put away until the next year. But the 

gifts of community and fellowship, and the relation-

ship and emotional ties that are forged at UUFE are 

being forever renewed.  

People sometimes accuse me of being a Bah 

Humbug at this time of year. Maybe it’s because of 

all the pressure, the hurrying-scurrying around, and 

the materialism that seems to intrude upon this holi-

day. But it’s hard to be a Bah Humbug when you’re 

surrounded by wonderful people who add so much 

to your life.  

Thanks for the gift. And thank you for making 

UUFE the community that it is. 

Peggy Sharp 

  

I 

I 
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Children’s 

Religious Education  

Don’t Say No, Go With the Flow 

We agree to do the 

following things 

with our children: 

1. Find the game in 

at least one task. 

2. Reduce the effort 

it takes to ac-

complish something important. 

3. Look for ways Nature has helped us..  

—from the book The Seven Spiritual Laws  

for Parents by Deepak Chopra 

  

Our Religious Education 
November completed our study of Native American 

culture and traditions as well as giving thanks for all 

we have received and enjoyed! Now we begin our 

study of Islam, a major world religion based on the 

teachings of man named Muhammad. One who 

practices Islam is called a Muslim. The Muslim 

population is estimated at more than 1 billion peo-

ple. It is most common in Africa, the Middle East, 

and sections of Asia and Europe. There are 6 mil-

lion Muslims living in the United States.  

Monotheism is the central theme of Islam, that 

is, Muslims believe in only one God, Allah, who is 

omnipotent (all powerful). According to Islam, God 

has four fundamental functions: creation, suste-

nance, guidance, and judgment. The overall purpose 

of humanity is to serve Allah, to worship him alone, 

and to construct a moral lifestyle.  

The sacred text of Islam is the Koran (Qur’an), 

which is the written revelations from Allah to Mu-

hammad. The Koran declares that making the earth 

a better place is every human’s job.  

The second half of December we will celebrate 

other holidays, including Hanukkah (beginning 

Nov. 28), Christmas (Dec. 25), and Kwanzaa (be-

ginning Dec. 26). 

Ms. Liz  

Calendar Events for RE 

Dec 1 Islam (brief history) & Eid-Al-Adha “Feast 

of the Sacrifice” 

Dec 7 Holiday Parade in Easton (see p. 4 for de-

tails) 

Dec 8 Ticket making for New Year’s breakfast 

Dec 15 Islam: Ramadan 

Dec 22 Holiday activities 

Emerson Café 

Wednesdays  7–9 PM 

This six part series is based on 

the PBS interviews of Joseph 

Campbell by Bill Moyers. Re-

freshments will be served. 

Discussions will be led by 

Paul Sharp. 

Dec 4 Sacrifice and Bliss 

Myths tell us how to achieve 

our goals in life through effort 

and sacrifice. 

Dec 11 Love and the Goddess 

Erotic and courtly love offer a glimpse into the 

nature of relationships with others and the Universe. 

Dec 18 Masks of Eternity 

Ultimately, myth is a finger pointing at the elements 

of existence that cannot be expressed in words. 

Dec 25 Christmas Day 

There will be no Emerson Café tonight. Have a nice 

holiday. 
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Gatherings 

Men’s Luncheon, Dec 4 & 18, 12:15 PM 

Join in the conversation at the Easton Diner on Rt. 

50 (8451 Ocean Gtwy). All UUFE members and 

friends are invited to attend. Contact Jerry Fair-

banks.  

Easton’s Holiday Parade  Dec 7  6:30 PM 

Come spread holiday cheer as we laugh, sing, wave, 

and smile our way around downtown Easton. We’re 

meeting on Brewer’s Ln. across from the Farmer’s 

market @ 6 pm, or better yet, join us at Nancy 

Sawyer’s at 5 pm to decorate our float. Contact  

Patty Hamsher (pashamsher@gmail.com;  

443-480-9078). 

Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, Dec 8, 12:00 PM 

Come to Joe’s Bagels to meet fellow LGBTQ 

friends and their allies at this regular informal 

gathering. All are welcome! 

Women’s Lunch Group, Dec 12, 12:00 PM 

Our holiday lunch will party in the Archer-Shee 

room at the Fellowship. Edie Swallow and Gail 

Woodall will host, and they ask that in addition to 

your brown bag, you bring an inexpensive (under 

$5) gift in fancy wrap. We will choose, in turn, 

either an unopened present or take one already 

claimed. Often, the crazier and least useful gift is 

the most fun. Drinks and dessert will be provided. 

Holiday Potluck and Sing-a-Long 

Dec 15  11:30 am 

Join us after service for our annual  

all-Fellowship festivities! 

Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, Dec 18, 6 PM 

Join us for dessert and coffee at Panera to meet 

LGBTQ friends and allies for this informal gather-

ing. 

Book Group, Jan 16, 11:30 AM 

We’re skipping December and reading the Color of 

Water by James McBride for January, Dear Life by 

Alice Munroe for February, and Who Owns 

America’s Past by Robert Post for March. (Robert 

Post is a member of UUFE and his newest book is  

  

 

  

Make your Holiday giving count twice when you 

buy on Amazon.com through the UUFE website. 

Simply start at the UUFE homepage 

(www.uufeaston.org) and click on the Amazon link 

located half way down the right side of the page. By 

purchasing on Amazon through this link, you are 

putting cash in UUFE’s bank account as well as 

finding that perfect gift for your loved one. For eve-

ry purchase you make this way, UUFE gets a per-

centage of your purchase price. It is that simple. Let 

the Holiday shopping begin! 

 

being very well received.) Bring a brown bag, and 

we’ll have the kettle boiling. Hope to see many of 

you there. 

Thank-you From the Presidents:  

Harvest Hoedown a Huge Success! 

OW! What a production Janet Pfeffer, 

Shalagh Hogan, Mark Peach, Deborah 

Lindinger, Colleen Ronning, Beth Hall, 

Emily Cranwell, Rev. Sue Browning, Maureen Cur-

tin and the Choir, Sue Loweree, Sandra Henry-

Stocker, and many more prepared for us at the Har-

vest Hoedown service auction! What a gift. Not to 

mention, all the costumes, decorations, and food. 

Was there anyone who wasn’t involved in putting 

together this extravaganza? Let’s not forget those 

who contributed items for the catalog and who bid 

on those items and the enjoyment we will all re-

ceive from experiencing these items in the future. 

This is gift-giving at its finest. As a community, we 

raised over $7,800 for UUFE. Thanks to one and 

all!   

Peggy Sharp & Dick Doughty 

W 

http://uufeaston.org/
http://www.uufeaston.org
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Member Services 

Introduction to Unitarian 

Universalism 

Sunday, Jan 19  12:30–4:00 PM  

The Member Services Committee is considering 

holding another Introduction to Unitarian Univer-

salism in January. This session is helpful for anyone 

who is new to our Fellowship. It’s a way to learn 

more about Unitarian Universalism and our Easton 

Fellowship, and you will have the chance to share 

some of your own spiritual beliefs and get to know 

others who are new to UUFE. If this sounds inter-

esting, please call our main office to sign up (410-

822-8103). 

Social Justice 

Good Samaritan Fund 

he Good Samaritan Fund 

is a project of the Talbot 

Association of Clergy and 

Laity (TACL) that helps persons 

facing eviction or utility cutoffs. 

The maximum any applicant can 

receive is $100 within a 12-month period. The 

money is paid directly to landlord or utility compa-

ny. Typical cases are:  

Bonnie: “I've never had to ask for help before, but....” need-

ed fuel oil to keep warm. 

Maria: Received an eviction notice in the mail. She worked 

4 or 5 days a week but now is down to 2 days a week. 

Angela: Called for her daughter who works at a restaurant 

on Kent Island; three children, one with asthma who needs 

nebulizer treatments. Electricity has been off for 2 weeks. 

Pamela: A retired nurse’s aide on disability hurt while lifting 

a patient received a cutoff notice from the electric com-

pany.  

From September 1, 2011, to August 31, 2012, the 

fund helped 205 persons; 118 facing eviction and 87 

facing utility cutoff. This totals $8,300 for utility 

cutoffs and $10,601 to avert evictions for a total of 

$18,911 and does not count applicants the Fund has 

been able to help find other assistance through co-

operation with the Neighborhood Service Center, 

Social Services, Talbot Interfaith Shelter, St. Vin-

cent DePaul Society, and other agencies. Good Sa-

maritan averages about 25 calls a week, more in au-

tumn and winter, less in summer. 

Walt Johnson, Fund Administrator, heads up 

this effort. Currently, he is seeking volunteers to 

help with the following:  

 Applicant intake—Once or twice a week to re-

turn calls from applicants and to gather infor-

mation about their needs.  

 Response—Once or twice a week to prepare 

checks and mail a form letter to landlords or 

utility companies. A copy of this letter is also 

sent to the applicant.  

 Data Entry—To enter the applicant’s infor-

mation in the database. 

The Good Samaritan Fund maintains a voice 

mail hotline (410-357-6141) for applicants seeking 

assistance. Office space has been donated by the 

Church of the Brethren. The fund depends wholly 

on contributions from area congregations and indi-

vidual donors. When requests for help come to the 

UUFE office, they are referred to the Good Samari-

tan Fund. 

November Giving 

The AKA/KTO collection will 

fund a $500 scholarship. We 

raised $437 for the AKA/KTO 

Scholarship at the Outreach 

Collection and contributed 

$500 this cause. 

T 
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Philippine Typhoon Relief collection. We contrib-

uted over $500 through the Special Collection for 

the UUSC Typhoon Relief Fund. 

The generosity of our Fellowship is outstanding. 

Interfaith Coalition Hunger Project 

Recognition 

The Neighborhood Services Center has acknowl-

edged the Interfaith Coalition Hunger Project for 

the Ridgeway Shelter lunches and holiday meals  

and sends a thank-you to all who take part. 

Finance Committee 

E-Z Pledge! 

Send pledge payments to UUFE directly 

from your bank account 

Wouldn’t it make you happy to keep current with 

your pledge donations to UUFE and help UUFE to 

receive a steady in-

come? You can make 

your pledge donations to 

UUFE automatically 

from your checking ac-

count through the bill 

pay feature on your bank web page! 

To set up donations for your UUFE annual operating 

pledge: 

 Go to your checking account on your bank web-

site. 

 Go to where you “add a bill” and select “com-

pany.” 

 Select the option to enter all information for 

your “company” and enter the following: 

— Biller Name: UUFE Operating 

— Account Number: 0906 

— Biller Address: PO Box 1162, Easton, MD 

21601 

— Biller Phone No.: 410-822-8103 

— Select the recurring basis for your payments, 

or use the system to make payments at your 

discretion, from time to time. 

Questions? Contact Janet Pfeffer 

(jpfeffer@goeaston.net; 410-310-4559). 

 

Communications & 

Marketing Committee 

Getting the Word Out 

he Communications and Marketing 

Committee invites every one interested in 

writing/editing, graphic design, web 

development, social media, and photography to help 

with internal and external communications projects. 

Your only qualification is a desire to promote 

UUFE; standing committee members Amy Eutsey, 

Paul Sharp, Sandra Henry-Stocker, and Lauren 

Harton, can help you with the rest.  

Our immediate need is a person willing to write 

the occasional press release and regularly send 

items to The Star Democrat for the church/events 

calendars. Other projects include:  

 Working with Sandra on updating the UUFE 

homepage 

 Working with Amy on the Newsletter. 

 Designing the annual stewardship brochure and 

other similar materials 

 Acting as a clearinghouse for photos taken at 

UUFE 

 Working with Paul on e-mail marketing 

campaigns through Constant Contact 

Most of our projects do not require huge time 

commitments. Contact Amy Eutsey 

(eutseyeditor@yahoo.com; 410-253-9791) if you 

would like to be a part of this dynamic team.  

New Format for Friday Batched E-mails 
The Friday batched e-mails, now called the Friday 

Messages, have a new look. UUFE has a begun us-

ing Constant Contact, which makes it possible to 

send these messages quickly and in a more-

appealing format for your reading enjoyment. Feel 

free to forward the Friday messages to your friends, 

business associates, and acquaintances with a per-

sonal note to come visit the Fellowship for services 

or Emerson Café. Many, many thanks to Samie 

McFadden for putting together the Friday Message 

each week. 

T 

mailto:jpfeffer@goeaston.net


 

UUFE Contacts 
Minister, Rev. Sue Browning ............................. 410-822-8103 

 minister@uufeaston.org 

Co-presidents: Dick Doughty............................ 410-673-7580 

 Peggy Sharp ............................. 410-822-1623 

 president@uufeaston.org 

Coordinator, Religious Education for Children 

 & Youth: Elizabeth Hausburg ............................ 410-476-4774 

Music Director, Maureen Curtin ........................ 410-443-8799 

 mcurtin@goeaston.net 

UUFE Office: ...................................................... 410-822-8103 

Newsletter Editor: Amy Eutsey ......................... 410-253-9791 

 uufenewsletter@gmail.com 

Thank you, Lauren Harton and Heather Grant for pictures. 

Deadline for Newsletter submissions is the 15th of the month.

Unitarian Universalist Principles 

Unitarian Universalism is a faith for those who want the free-

dom to develop their own religious values and beliefs without 

being bound by creed or dogma. There are seven principles 

that Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement for spir-

itual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic 

process within our congregations and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and jus-

tice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence, of 

which we are a part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


