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Sermons  

Dec 2 The Spirit of the Marathon Runner  

What drives people to train for months to compete in a marathon and to do 

so more than once? Join Emily Cranwell and Amy Eutsey for a personal 

look into the mystique of the marathon. Service leader: Debbie Simpers 

First Sunday Potluck today, directly after service: See page 3 for details. 

Dec 9 On Hanukkah 

What inspiration can we draw from the Jewish Festival of Light? We’ll 

talk about the story, the circumstances, the nature of miracles. Service 

leader: Janet Pfeffer 

Outreach Collection Dec. 9: Good Samaritan Fund (see p. 5). Please 

make your check out to Good Samaritan Fund. This contribution is not 

tax deductable. 

Dec 16 Winter Holyday Celebration 

Our entire congregation will explore the many different winter holy days 

including Hanukkah, Advent, Winter Solstice, Kwanzaa, and Christmas. 

We will sing many songs, feature some of our talented kids, and fill our 

sanctuary with the joy of the season. 

Dec 23 The Spirit of Christmas 

The turning of the year, the Nativity story, Charles Dickens, candles, and 

music are woven together in our UU celebration. Service leader: Nancy 

Orr. 

There will be no Christmas Eve service: May the day be filled with love, 

light, and beauty for you and yours. 

Dec 30 And the Wisdom To Know the Difference 

In this end-of-year service, lay leader Dwayne Eutsey draws from the fa-

miliar “Serenity Prayer” to reflect on how hidden in life’s difficulties and 

hard times are often doorways to wisdom. 

 

Our Path Forward  Jan 6, 2013  After Potluck 

Please join the Board of Trustees to discuss UUFE’s options for moving 

forward (e.g., with an interim or part-time minister, continue as lay led). 

See President Ann Davis’s column (p. 2) for more information.  

Newsletter 

The whole difference 

between construction and 

creation is exactly this: that a 

thing constructed can only be 

loved after it is constructed; 

but a thing created is loved 

before it exists. 

(Charles Dickens) 

December 2012 
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President’s Message 

Our Path Forward 

he Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Easton 

has experienced a huge loss. Rev. Gabi’s res-

ignation is traumatic for all of us. The loss of 

our spiritual leader is difficult for everyone. 

The Board realizes that many of you are grieving 

her departure. Part of healthy grieving can be talking 

about one’s feelings. The Board encourages you to 

continue to do so, and if you wish to speak with any-

one of us in person, via e-mail, or by phone we, are 

available. I am open to hearing from you as are the 

other members of the Board: Amy Eutsey, Vice Presi-

dent; Diane Bell, Clerk; Liz McGrory, Treasurer; 

Todd Cranwell; Dick Doughty; Jack Harrald; Peggy 

Sharp; and Jamie Walter. 

The Board is considering several ways of provid-

ing the services that were offered by Rev. Gabi: Sun-

day services, pastoral care, community connections, 

etc. There will be opportunities for the congregation to 

interact with the Board regarding the options we are 

contemplating. The format will be large group meet-

ings and/or cottage meetings. The first of these will 

occur on Jan. 6 immediately following the potluck. 

Our objective is to receive your input and formulate a 

recommendation to be voted upon by the membership 

in February or early March. 

A governance task force has been planning chang-

es to the organizational structure. These changes will 

create lines of communication and authority that facil-

itate the interaction among the Board, minister, and 

committees, particularly the Committee on Congrega-

tional Ministry. The recommended changes will be 

presented to the congregation in the near future. The 

Worship Committee, under the guidance of Chair 

Debbie Simpers, has already planned services through 

January and will continue to plan worship officiated 

by lay leaders, visiting ministers, and outside speak-

ers. The committee welcomes your participation in 

planning and execution of the services. Please contact 

Debbie if you would like to help. 

I would like to reiterate what was stated in the re-

cent batched e-mail that members of the congregation 

are always welcome at the monthly Board meetings. It 

is your right as a member of UUFE to attend these 

meetings, as an observer. Our regularly scheduled 

Board meetings are the third Monday of every month 

at 6:45 p.m. in the Archer-Shee Room. Our next meet-

ing will be Dec 17. 

This is a strong congregation. We are in a difficult 

transition period, but as we have done before, we will 

grow from this experience and be a more closely knit 

community. We are the “Little Congregation that 

could, did, and will.” 

With faith, Ann Davis 

Emerson Café 

Meaning of Life: Perspectives From the 

World’s Great Intellectual Traditions 

Come have a few good discussions over a cup of joe. We 

meet every Wednesday at UUFE from 7–8:30 PM. All 

our welcome! 

Dec 5 Job’s Predicament—Life Is So Unfair 

As we move to the 

Hebraic tradition, we 

will grasp how the core 

question has shifted. 

Instead of seeking our 

answer in our 

relationship to the 

cosmos, as in the Indian tradition, or to society, as in 

that of the Greeks, the focus is now on our 

relationship to a personal God. 

Dec 12 Job’s Challenge—Who Are We? 

The Book of Job brings an encounter with a troubling 

conclusion. Although life may indeed have meaning, 

it is a meaning shrouded by a mysterious divine, and 

we may need to live in ignorance of what that mean-

ing may be.  

Dec 19 Stoicism—Rationality and Acceptance 

Your focus moves to the beginnings of Stoic moral 

theory in the writings of Seneca and Epictetus. Their 

accounts of a good life describe one that is moderate, 

reasonable, and controlled, living in harmony with the 

universe and society, and accepting of the inevitability 

of death. 

Dec 26 No Meeting—Happy Holidays! 

T 
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Children’s 

Religious Education  

Piggy Bank for Charity 

We are entering the time of giving 

as the holidays approach. This 

month’s act of kindness is the spare 

change piggy bank for charity. 

Kids can begin collecting spare 

change from their purchases as well as from the car, 

under cushions, or in your pockets or purses! You can 

create your “bank” using either old jars or containers. 

They also can be painted and decorated. As the 

change begins to add up, the kids can count it and then 

decide which charity to donate it to. The charity can 

remain the same all year, or every couple of months 

you could chose a new charity. This is a great time of 

year to begin this activity and reinforce the idea that it 

is better to give then to receive.  

From: Random Acts of Kindness. 

 

A Busy Month in RE! 

Happy holidays! Most of this month, our kids will be 

involved in holiday activities. We have ornament 

making, an intergenerational service, and holiday ac-

tivities. Remember all the money raised from our or-

nament sale goes to the Heifer Project, so buy and en-

joy on Dec. 16! 

Ms. Liz 

 

Pre-K to First Grade 

We will finish the month with acceptance. This lesson 

focuses on our third principle, “Everyone is accepted 

with love and compassion in our congregation.” The 

kids will learn what it means to accept others and 

think about our differences and how our differences 

make everyone unique. What a great way to kick off 

the new year! 

Second to Fifth Grade 

In the elementary classroom, we will end the month 

with the topic “love is eternal.” This lesson focuses on 

the difficult topic of death and what happens when we 

die. The kids will understand death’s role in the cycle  

 

of human life through a Malagasy story and explore 

ways people stay with us after they die through our 

memories and their loving acts. 

Middle to High School 

Our youth attend Catholic Mass last month and found it 

very interesting. Being in such a large church was a bit 

overwhelming, but the ritual and the music we saw was 

very worthwhile. We will end this month with the 

Protestant Reformation.  

 

Easton Holiday Parade  Dec 1 

Don your blue and white and bring the kids, friends, 

neighbors, and dogs for this local holiday event. 

For more information, contact Lauren Harton.  
 

 

 

 

Finance Committee 

Christmas is a comin’ and Amazon is getting “fat”! 

Please remember to use our convenient Amazon Web 

form at the bottom right of our Web page when online 

shopping. UUFE gets a referral fee each time we use it 

to purchase an item, and it really does 

add up. We’ve received over $100 

since July! Contact one of your Fi-

nance friends—Lisa Menditch, Judy 

Harrald, Liz McGrory, Jean Rhian, 

Peter Paul, Edie Swallow, or April Harton.  

Upcoming RE Events 

December 

Dec 1 ........... Easton’s Holiday Parade 

Dec 2 ........... Regular classroom curriculum (Guest 

at Your Table box turn-in) 

Dec 9 ........... Ornament making (money for charity) 

Dec 16 ......... Intergenerational Holyday Celebration 

Dec 23 ......... Holiday activities 

Dec 30 ......... Regular classroom curriculum 

http://www.randomactsofkindness.org/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/125106164221030/?ref=ts&fref=ts
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Gatherings 

First Sunday Potluck, Dec 2, 11:30 AM 

Our favorite Sunday! We invite you stay after the ser-

vice to chat and enjoy one another’s company, bring a 

dish to share to the Archer-Shee room before the ser-

vice—unless it needs the oven. 

Men’s Luncheon, Dec 5 & 19, 12:15 PM 

Join in the conversation at the Easton Diner on Rt. 50 

(8451 Ocean Gtwy). All UUFE members and friends 

are invited to attend. Contact Jerry Fairbanks. 

UU Women’s Luncheon, Dec 6 & 19, 12:00 PM 
We skipped our regular lunch date in November but 

have two opportunities to get together in December. We 

will meet on Thurs., Dec. 6, at Edie Swallow’s (410-

745-5170) in St. Michaels and on Wed., Dec. 19, at Su-

zanne Clarke’s (410-967-7369) in Easton. Bring your 

brown bag and your hosts will provide drinks and a treat. 

Both would appreciate a call if you are coming. See p. X 

for directions (print edition only).  

First Friday Youth Night, Dec 7, 7-9:00 PM 

All youth middle school on up, please join us at 

UUFE to work on a community service project in 

anticipation of the holidays. As usual, we will have 

dinner, snacks, and lots of laughs, so bring a friend! 

Be sure to like us on Facebook.  

Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, Dec 9, 12:00 PM 

Come to Joe’s Bagels to meet fellow LGBTQ friends 

and their allies at this regular informal gathering. All are 

welcome! 

Book Discussion Group, Dec 20, 11:30 AM  

Join us in the Archer-Shee room with your brown bag 

lunch. The tea kettle is bubbling, and goodies always 

appear. This month, we will discuss The Ninth: Bee-

thoven and the World of 1824 by Harvey Sachsall. 

Upcoming selections are The Warmth of Other Suns 

by Isabel Wilkerson in January and Leaving Van 

Gogh by Carol Morris in February. Please come 

whether you have read the book or not, and we’ll in-

troduce you to our free-wheeling discussions. For 

more information, call Edie Swallow (410-745-5170). 

Rainbow Alliance of Delmarva, Dec 26, 6 PM 

Join us for dessert and coffee at Panera to meet 

LGBTQ friends and allies for this informal gathering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Drum Circle 

Dec 28  7 PM 

All Are Welcome 

Few things are as ceremonial and fun as the drums. So 

let’s ring in the new year by making some noise! 

Bring your drum or play one of ours. Beginners and 

new friends are always welcome. Dancers are wel-

come, too! Contact Leah Sindermann or  

David Stevens for more information. 

  

Off to a Great Start! 

Keep bringing class rings  broken gold & silver 

 foreign coins  tarnished flatware  old jewelry 

Help to support our programs and services 

You will receive a receipt for your  

tax-deductible donations 

Contact Edie Swallow or Janet Pfeffer 

to arrange for a drop-off 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/137069669678256/?ref=ts
http://www.treasurenow.com/Images/Ordering/JewelryBox-Large.jpg
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Social Justice  

Good Samaritan Fund 

he Good Samaritan 

Fund is a project of the 

Talbot Association of 

Clergy and Laity (TACL) that 

helps persons facing eviction or 

utility cutoffs. The maximum 

any applicant can receive is $100 within a 12-month 

period. The money is paid directly to the landlord or 

utility company. From Sept. 1, 2011, to Aug. 31, 

2012, the fund helped 205 persons: 118 facing evic-

tion and 87 facing utility cutoff. This totals $8,300 for 

utility cutoffs and $10,601 to avert evictions for a total 

of $18,911. This amount does not count applicants the 

Fund has been able to help find other assistance 

through cooperation with Neighborhood Service Cen-

ter, Social Services, Talbot Interfaith Shelter, St. Vin-

cent DePaul Society, and other agencies. Good Samar-

itan averages about 25 calls a week, with more in the 

autumn and winter and fewer in the summer. 

Walt Johnson, fund administrator, currently is 

seeking volunteers to help with: 

 Applicant intake—return calls from applicants and 

to gather information about their need (once or 

twice a week).  

 Response—prepare checks and mail a form letter 

to the landlord or utility company. A copy of this 

letter is also sent to the applicant (once or twice a 

week).  

 Data entry—to enter the applicant’s information in 

the database. 

The Good Samaritan Fund maintains a voicemail 

hotline (410-357-6141) for applicants seeking assis-

tance. Office space has been do-

nated by the Church of the 

Brethren. The fund depends 

wholly on contributions from ar-

ea congregations and individual 

donors. When requests for help 

come to the UUFE office, the 

persons in need are referred to 

the Good Samaritan Fund. 

Hurricane “Sandy” Relief Effort 

Here are two legitimate, direct, and tax-deductible 

ways you can help. 

Bay Hundred Hurricane Relief Effort—Update 

This is a successful effort. Regular deliveries are made 

to distribution centers. From there, volunteers deliver 

donations to neighborhoods as transportation to the 

centers is difficult or sometimes impossible. The fol-

lowing items are now being requested: 

Powdered milk Blankets and new pillows 

Hot chocolate mix  Newborn diapers 

Instant coffee New underwear for women, 

L and XL* 

Canned meals Warm coats and sweaters*  

*No other clothing is needed at this time.  

Please place donations in the designated box in the 

UUFE foyer or take to the St. Michael’s Community 

Center. Monetary donations may be made to 

SMCC/Hurricane Relief Fund and mailed to PNC 

Bank, PO Box 70, St. Michaels, MD 21663. All con-

tributions are tax deductible. 

CERG Disaster Relief Fund 

The Central East Regional Group (CERG) of the 

UUA has set up a fund to work with affected congre-

gations and to channel the money raised where it can 

have the most impact. The initial efforts are to provide 

the basics needed by people who have been displaced 

or in need of emergency support. Additional funds 

will be used to assist congregations in rebuilding 

damage when their insurance is not adequate to cover 

the repairs. Checks can be made out to CERG with 

Disaster Relief Fund in the memo line. All checks are 

to be sent to CERG-UUA, 100 W. 10th Street, Suite 

1008, Wilmington, DE 19801. 

Worship Committee 

Moving Forward 

he Worship Committee has already lined up 

services through January and continues to plan 

for the months to come. Feel free to contact 

Chair Debbie Simpers to offer help, feedback, and 

ideas.

T 

T 



 

UUFE Contacts 

President: Ann Davis ......................................... 410-745-2461 

 president@uufeaston.org 

Coordinator, Religious Education for Children 

 & Youth: Elizabeth Hausburg ............................ 410-476-4774 

Music Director, Maureen Curtin ........................ 410-443-8799 

 mcurtin@goeaston.net 
Minister 

 Emeritus: Daniel G. Higgins, Jr., DMin ............ 410-745-3462 

UUFE Office: ...................................................... 410-822-8103 

Newsletter Editor: Amy Eutsey ......................... 410-253-9791 

 eutseyeditor@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Unitarian Universalist Principles 

Unitarian Universalism is a faith for those who want the free-

dom to develop their own religious values and beliefs without 

being bound by creed or dogma. There are seven principles 

that Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement for spir-

itual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic 

process within our congregations and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and jus-

tice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence, of 

which we are a part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submissions for the January  

Newsletter is December 15. 

 

Board Highlights 

November 2012 

 The Board agreed to allow Peter Paul to make in-

quiries into increasing UUFE’s liability insurance 

coverage. 

 Judy Harrald of the Finance Committee spoke with 

the Board regarding the payback of a $45,000 mem-

ber loan that was recently called. It has been paid in 

full from UUFE’s line of credit, and the Finance 

Committee is exploring ways to pay off the credit 

quickly. The committee has put its 5-year planning 

on hold until the congregation decides on what to do 

about ministry moving forward. 

 The Board began planning for the future of ministry 

at UUFE. It will be addressing immediate needs of 

daily ministerial duties, including pastoral care. It is 

looking at options for interim, part-time, or contin-

ued lay ministry to be presented for congregational 

consideration and input, with a congregation vote an-

ticipated for late February/early March. 


