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Sermons  

Unpacking the Invisible Backpack 

Dec 4 Together with Rev. Gabi, we will explore white privilege as an invisi-

ble package of unearned assets that we can count on cashing in each day but 

about which we are usually oblivious. We will increase our awareness of how 

white privilege is like an invisible weightless knapsack of special provisions, 

maps, passports, codebooks, visas, clothes, tools, and blank checks. 

Chalice Lighters Sunday: Be sure to visit the Chalice Lighters table 

during coffee hour after the service. See page 4 for more information. 

Dec 11 Translations 

How much does religious language disturb us or even turn us away from lis-

tening to the message it means to convey? Are we aware of the many euphem-

isms in today’s English? Rev. Gabi will share insights from her seminary days, 

and from observations of modern language use. 

Outreach Collection on Dec 11: Good Samaritan Fund. To learn more 

about this organization, turn to page 6. Please make checks payable to 

Good Samaritan Fund. This is a tax deductible contribution. 

Dec 18 Let There Be Light 

The festivals of Christmas and Hanukkah come in the darkest days of the year 

and link us to the ancient human longing to capture the light and find hope and 

renewal. Service leader: Nancy Orr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec 24 The Story of Christmas 

Why is the Christmas story so powerful? Rev. Gabi will present a short 

discourse on the multiple messages hidden in this famous tale. 

 

Dec 25 Roots Hold Me Close 

Debbie Simpers will lead an informal Christmas day service where members 

and friends can gather to share about family history and holiday traditions.  

Newsletter 

Blessed is the season which 

engages the whole world in 

a conspiracy of love! 

(Hamilton Wright Mabie) 

Annual Holiday Potluck and Carol-Sing Dec 18 
Let us join together after coffee for tree-trimming, caroling,  

and feasting in a festive atmosphere of celebration. 
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Minister’s Message 

UU-World Cover to Cover 

 usually read UU-World cover to cover, and this 

time, too, I found much that captivated and inspired 

me. I’d like to encourage you to check out the many 

articles and columns. For example, in “Hand in Hand,” 

the page our UUA president Peter Morales writes for 

every issue, he shares his opinion that for UUism to 

thrive, we need to “get religion”; he follows with a chal-

lenge to cross borders, to “reach beyond the confines of 

our social and cultural experience.” Crossing these bor-

ders opens you to change, and the process can be a good 

spiritual practice! 

The Rev. Kathleen McTigue reflects on how often 

we ask “how are you?” without really wanting an an-

swer, and how often we mindlessly answer, “I’m fine.” 

She tells of an incident in her life that helped her to see 

how important it is to not waste this opportunity for 

reaching out, listening, and relationship building. 

Another reflection worth reading is Tom Owen-

Towle’s thoughts on “Quietude.” He quotes Ralph Wal-

do Emerson who wrote that he “liked the silent church 

before the service more than any preaching” and that we 

should be “silent, so we may hear the whispers of the 

gods.” 

The highlight of the current UU-World was a series 

of six lectures called “Faith in Our Future.” These were 

delivered in Boston at a celebration of the UUA’s 50th 

anniversary sponsored by the annual Minns Lectures. I 

invite you to read these essays to see whether you agree 

with the authors, who are prominent UU ministers work-

ing in parishes in the United States. They put a strong 

emphasis on our identity and focus as a religious com-

munity and the need to be open to all souls and to work 

on our spiritual growth. 

Finally, if you are at all interested in the UUA’s his-

torical struggle with racial justice, you shouldn’t miss 

the article about the “Empowerment Tragedy.” This was 

a difficult time in our history, and it still has effects on 

UUs today. All in all, as usual UU-World is a great way 

to spend a few hours, learning and being challenged to 

new thoughts and practices. I hope that you enjoy it as 

much as I do!  

Warmly, Rev. Gabi 

President’s Message 

A Health Congregation 

s UUFE a healthy congregation? I think it is and by 

the measures of health I have been studying in the 

Healthy Congregations Workshops, it is. One of the 

key features of a healthy congregation is the manner in 

which the community responds to anxiety. Anxiety is 

caused by perceived stressors. Some of the major stres-

sors within a congregation include money, type of wor-

ship, issues with authority and power, growth, internal 

vs. external focus, staff conflicts, property-building-

space territory, and the distance between ideal and real. 

The difference between an unhealthy congregation and a 

healthy one can be measured by the degree to which the 

church leadership handles the stressors.  

 The first reacts, taking hasty, reflexive action, and 

the second by well-considered response. The healthy 

congregation forms a vision of what it wants the church 

to be, creates a mission, and sets a long-range plan of 

sequential steps toward that mission. Each committee 

orients its goals to the mission. The Board of Trustees 

looks to the vision and the mission and the Five-Year 

Plan when making decisions on behalf of the congrega-

tion. 

 It has come to my attention that many congregants 

at UUFE are unaware that we have a mission statement 

or of the central role it plays in decision-making here. In 

May 2011 at the annual congregational meeting, the fol-

lowing mission statement was adopted by majority vote. 

This statement will be displayed prominently to promote 

greater awareness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ann Davis   

I I 

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Easton is an open 

religious community, welcoming a diversity of people, 

ideas, and beliefs. We invite all to join with us to create a 

more just, responsible and loving world.  As a community, 

we work towards a sustainable and peaceful Earth; cele-

brate that which is good in life while offering comfort  

and care in times of need and stand as a beacon  

for independent thought by encouraging lifelong  

spiritual and intellectual growth. 
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Children’s 

Religious Education  
 

All classes in December 

will be decorating 

ornaments to sell or put 

on our UU Christmas 

tree. The kids will sell the 

ornaments during coffee 

hour on Dec 18, the same 

day as our Annual Holiday Potluck and Carol-Sing. All 

ornaments are purchased by donations of at least $1.00, 

with the proceeds going to the Heifer Project. 

A Note About Nature Trail: The nature trail is a 

wonderful place for adults and children alike to explore. 

Our children follow these rules: (1) No child in 5th grade 

or under is allowed on the trail without an adult and/or 

parent. (2) Children in 6th grade do not have to have an 

adult or parent with them, but they must have parent 

permission to be on the trail. (3) Do not pick up any 

glass items or fragments on the trail. Tell an adult if you 

see any glass or glass fragments. 

See you Sundays! 

Liz Hausburg, CRE 

 

Nursery–Kindergarten. This month our youngest 

group of kids will explore how the act of gathering to-

gether unites the members of a family home. They will 

demonstrate how good relationships within our homes 

help us to work and learn together. The kids will hear a 

Native American story of Coyote and fire that emphasiz-

es the warmth needed by all humans, and then they will 

retell the story using puppets. 

Elementary (1st–5th Grade). We will continue 

discussing the ideas of reflection and expression, with 

the mirror used to symbolize reflection. In these ses-

sions, there will be opportunities to explore physical ref-

lection and to consider the tool of reflection in our faith. 

Using the paintbrush as a symbol of personal expression 

of our inner life and thoughts, the kids will engage in 

and reflect on various means of personal expression, 

such as painting, writing, music, and theater.  

Middle School (6th–8th Grade). The youth 

classroom will continue to tackle the issue of telling 

right from wrong. They will experience a Buddhist story, 

“When No One Is Looking,” which brings up the idea of 

conscience. We will then begin our first of four lessons 

that focus on UUism and its ideas about virtue and sin. 

The youth will try to formulate their own succinct state-

ments about the denomination. They will hear an Afri-

can story that explains why wisdom is widespread, and 

they create bumper stickers about their religion. 

 

Spaghetti Dinner a Big Success! 
 

Many thanks from the youth and RE Committee to all 

who came out for 

Colleen Ronning’s 

fabulous cooking! The 

kids had a blast being 

your hosts, and we 

made $100 more than 

last year! Half of the 

proceeds will go to the 

American Cancer Society. We also thank the parents 

who helped with the event and baked the delectable 

desserts! 

 

 

Easton’s Olde Tyme 
Holiday Parade 
Saturday  Dec 3  5:45 PM 

 

Spread some season’s greetings by joining the 

UUFE in Easton’s holiday parade. Parade prepara-

tions begin at the home of Lauren Dutton and April 

Hardisty at 4 PM, or you can join the UUFE crowd 

downtown at the official parade line-up at 5:45 PM. 

Wear comfortable walking shoes and blue and 

white clothes. We will have matching scarves to 

share with all partici-

pants. See Liz Haus-

burg, Lauren Dutton, 

Jamie Walter, or Pat-

ty Hamsher for more 

information.  
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Emerson Café 

Law Enforcement Against Prohibition 

Wed, Dec 7, 7 PM 

Dr. Roger Burt will introduce LEAP 

(Law Enforcement Against Prohibi-

tion), featuring a talk, DVD, and 

questions and answers to follow. 

LEAP represents criminal justice 

professionals speaking out against 

the “War on Drugs.” The members of 

LEAP believe that to save lives and reduce disease, 

crime, and addiction as well as to conserve tax, we must 

end drug prohibition. A system of regulation and control 

is far more ethical and effective than one of prohibition. 

Let us come together to learn the facts before taking a 

stand or raising our voices. 

Roger B. Burt, PhD, is a prominent 

community mental health professional 

and a noted author currently residing on 

the Easter Shore. For more information 

go to www.RogerBBurtPhD.com or 

www.leap.cc.  

 

Around the World in 80 Slides:  

Cruising on Korsar & Mamari 

Wed, Dec 14, 7 pm 

This PowerPoint presentation of Ken Court’s voyage 

from Hawaii to the Chesapeake via the Red Sea (1965-

1968) will be held in the Sanctuary. Come, sit back, and 

enjoy the show. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Add Your Spark to Our Flame 

Become a JPD Chalice Lighter  

Join your fellow Unitarian Universalists by making a 

$20 gift to JPD Chalice Lighters three times a year.  

our Chalice Lighter gifts work wonders to help 

the flame of Unitarian Universalism burn 

brightly. Combined with gifts from other UUs in 

our District, yours helps to jump start new congregations 

and provides critical grant support to existing congrega-

tions. The Joseph Priestley District (JPD) Chalice Ligh-

ters in our 67 congregations in Maryland, Pennsylvania, 

the District of Columbia, Delaware, and New Jersey 

have combined their contributions to help start seven 

new congregations over the past 15 years, adding 750 

new UUs to our numbers. Twenty dollars isn’t much to 

ask, but combined with thousands of others in the JPD, it 

enables congregations to build strong ministries; attract 

children, youth, and adults; and offer enhanced music 

services. If our congregation has more than 33% partici-

pation in the Chalice Lighter program, we will be recog-

nized on the Honor Roll at the JPD Spring Conference.  

Those members who have given generously to Cha-

lice Lighters in the past can take special pleasure in the 

knowledge that they are doing their part to strengthen 

Unitarian Universalism in our District. Visit the Chalice 

Lighter table during coffee hour on Sunday, Dec 4 to 

ensure that you are in on this special opportunity. 

 

Gatherings 

Men’s Luncheon, Dec 7 and 21, 12:15 PM 

Join in the conversation at the Easton Diner on Rt. 50 

(8451 Ocean Gtwy). All UUFE men, members and 

friends are invited to attend. Contact Jerry Fairbanks. 

First Friday Youth Night, Dec 2, 7-9:00 PM 

Holiday decorating and parade preparations. Bring a 

friend! 

First Sunday Potluck, Dec 4, 11:30 AM 

Cook up something good to eat and share a little 

social pleasure time right after church. 

 

Y 

Vessels in Taiohae Bay, Nuku Hiva, Marquesas. 

Our first port after 28 days at sea. 
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UU Women’s Luncheon, Dec 22, 12:00 PM 

By the time we gather, all the trees and houses will be 

decorated, the gifts wrapped, and the cards mailed. We 

will be able to have a good visit with one another and 

relax at Ann Davis’s home in St. Michaels. All the 

women of UUFE are invited. Please pack a sandwich; 

Ann will provide our drinks and dessert. See p. X for 

directions. 

Book Discussion Group, Dec 15, 11:30 AM 

Our group met despite the cold and rain to discuss 

Erik Larson’s, In the Garden of the Beasts. (Strange, 

again, how varied our takes were!) We did agree, 

though, on choices for the coming months. Please join 

us as we munch on our brown bag lunches over dis-

cussions of the following selections. We join third 

Thursdays, and always have the kettle on. December, 

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald; January, O 

Pioneers! by Willa Cather; February, The Social Ani-

mal by David Brooks; and March, Back When We 

Were Grownups by Anne Tyler.  

Coming in the New Year 

Popcorn Theology 

Come experience a film for the first time, or revisit it 

with your UU companions the third Friday of every 

month. Each movie will be followed by discussion. We’ll 

supply the popcorn and soda, feel free to bring along 

other goodies to share. This is an adult activity, but old-

er youth may join us with parental discretion. 

The Spitfire Grill, Jan 20, 6:30 PM  
This movie focuses on a rural Maine village full of 

working-class sensibilities. The town’s sense of hospital-

ity is challenged by the arrival of a suspicious stranger. 

Her presence causes much talk and controversy, but the 

bonds of friendship grow as she helps to run the local 

grill. Eventually, she is the catalyst for healing, even as 

she struggles to make a life for herself. This movie ex-

presses the powerful symbiotic relationship between in-

dividuals and community. Cast Notables: Ellen Burstyn, 

Alison Elliott, Marcia Gay Harden, Will Patton. Length 

of movie: 2:07. Rating: PG-13. Reminds us that even the 

deepest wounds can heal. 

Also Showing: “V is for Vendetta” 

(February)  “The Beach” (March)  

“Mr. Holland’s Opus” (April) 

UUFE Goods and Services 

Auction 

Sat  Feb 11, 2012  5-7 PM 

(Snow Date: Feb 18) 
 

Mark your calendars for our major fundraiser. This year 

we’re notching it up a level. Get ready for some glitz!  

You can take part by: Donating an item or a service 

for bidding  Donating food and beverages for the 

party  Helping with preparations, recording bids, 

and clean-up  Bidding at the auction 

We will have elegant hors d’oeuvres, drinks, entertain-

ment, a silent auction, a live auction, a raffle, and child 

care. You will be able to bid on a wonderful variety of 

goods, services, parties, and adventures; and even if you 

don’t bid, come and be part of the fun. See the donations 

sheet in the UUFE Newsletter and on the Web site.  

For questions, an e-mail donations sheet, or  

to volunteer, contact Janet Pfeffer 

(410-770-9540; jpfeffer@goeaston.net) 

 

Shopping Online? 

Amazon Gives Us $$$! 

Our Fellowship gets a percentage of every purchase you 

make at Amazon.com, but there is an easy trick to it. 

You must enter the Amazon site by going through our 

own UUFE home page (www.uufeaston.org). You will 

find the box in the lower right corner, which opens the 

Amazon site when you click on it. A small share of the 

profits will come to us, so please do your Christmas or-

dering on Amazon.com to benefit UUFE’s bottom line. 

Amazon sells books, of course, 

but almost everything else too.  

mailto:jpfeffer@goeaston.net
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Member Services 

Next Meeting, Dec 15, 3 PM, Fellowship Bldg 

The meeting day of the Member Services Committee has 

been changed to the third Thursday of the month. 

Welcome, New Members! 

We are so pleased to have five new UUFE members. 

They are Andrew and Katie Southworth and their two 

daughters Caroline and Claire, Doug and Patty Hamsher 

and their daughters Gabrielle and Sariah, and Michael 

Egnatz. Look for their photos and biographies, which 

will be posted in the foyer as soon as our biography 

writers can do them. Also, look for these newest mem-

bers at coffee hour and potluck lunches so that you can 

make their acquaintance and get to know them better. 

We will “officially” welcome this group of new mem-

bers during the worship service on Dec 11. 

Committee of the 

Month 

Worship 

ll committees within UUFE play vital roles in 

the smooth function of our congregation. How-

ever, some committees’ work is more visible 

than others. Because one of the primary reasons we at-

tend church is for the experience of sharing a worship 

service with one another, the Worship Committee is cen-

tral to our Sunday morning experiences. The committee 

works very hard to make these experiences satisfying for 

all of us. 

Similar to putting on a Broadway musical play, 

much of the work occurs off stage before the perfor-

mance. Selection of the play, in this case, the sermon or 

theme of the day is the first step. Selection of the musi-

cal score: the hymns, prelude, postlude, offertory, and 

musicians is the next step. These selections are made by 

the service leader, Rev. Gabi, or the lay leader. Stage 

setting occurs when the chairs are arranged to provide 

extra room downstage for skits with the children or in a 

circle for the dramatic effect of theater in the round. The 

main character, Rev. Gabi or the lay leader rehearses the 

entrance and exits of the other characters by arranging 

the acts of the play, allowing for announcements, joys 

and concerns, speakers from the monthly charitable or-

ganization, offering, meditation, sermon, hymns, and 

other elements. The audience/congregation follows the 

action on stage with the playbill (Order of Service). 

Sometimes, the drama critics, aka members of the 

congregation, question the use of some of the elements 

of the play or the “motivation” of the actors. When this 

occurs, the cast and director (Worship Committee) make 

changes to the play. The opinions of the critics are taken 

into account without depleting the integrity of the play. 

Debbie Simpers and her committee work very dili-

gently with Rev. Gabi and lay service leaders to provide 

satisfying and meaningful worship services. This is a 

challenging task at which they are very successful. Dra-

ma critics are appreciated, especially when offering 

“rave reviews.” —by Ann Davis 

Social Justice 
 

Good Samaritan Fund 
 

he Good Samaritan Fund is a project of the Tal-

bot Association of Clergy and Laity (TACL) that 

distributes monies to vendors for families who 

are in need of emergency services, such as rent, utility 

payments, and medical needs. For the previous 11 

months, the fund helped 84 people at a cost of $7,874; 

unfortunately, many people are turned away because of 

lack of funds. More than 99% of all contributions re-

ceived are disbursed on behalf of people in need. Appli-

cants receive to up to $100 in aid. Often, referrals to oth-

er agencies and other resources are provided. 

Walt Johnson heads up this effort. Volunteers are 

being recruited to help with this important cause. Train-

ing is provided. To volunteer or to learn more, contact 

Walt (410-822-2904) on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or 

Thursdays between 2 and 4 PM. The fund depends whol-

ly on contributions from TACL fundraisers, including 

the interfaith Thanksgiving service, and donations from 

member congregations. When requests for help come to 

the UUFE office, people are referred to the Good Sama-

ritan Fund. The need for this service is great every year, 

so please give generously for the special collection on 

Dec. 11. 

Our contribution makes UUFE a strong visible 

community supporter of this effort and allows us to im-

plement our commitment to our UU principles of justice, 

equity, and compassion in human relations and the belief 

in the inherent worth and dignity of every person. 

A 

T 
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UUFE Youth Support Talbot Humane Society 

In November 2010, the UUFE First Friday Youth Group 

held a spaghetti dinner and raised more than $100 for the 

Talbot Humane Society. The SJC added money to this 

and contributed $500 toward buying books about the 

humane care and respect of animals. Talbot Humane’s 

Board was impressed by this contribution and increased 

this to $1,000, and with this money bought 98 books. 

This September, these books were placed in all the 

school libraries and the two county libraries. SJC com-

mends our youth for their hard work and for making a 

real difference in our community. A 

bookmark is placed in each book 

that states, “This book is a gift to 

Talbot County Youth from the 

youth of the Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship at Easton, Sponsored by 

the Social Justice Committee and 

Talbot Humane.”  

News Flash: November’s special collection for Picker-

ing Creek’s Junior Naturalists raised $290 from the con-

gregation. We contributed $350 to this cause. 

Board Highlights 

November 2011 
 

 The Board welcomed Jane Tereby as a returning 

board member, filling the vacancy due to Ed 

Schmidt’s resignation. 

 Liz Hausburg reported that all children and youth 

religious education classrooms are staffed and run-

ning smoothly. The Infant-Kindergarten group needs 

a “floater” volunteer. This person will assist in the 

youngest classroom with infants or in the elementary 

classroom to help the teacher as needed, assist kids 

who may need help cutting or gluing, and/or help 

clean up at the end of the class. 

 The Music Committee has received applications 

from five strong candidates for the Music Director 

position. The Committee is in the process of inter-

viewing the applicants. 

 A task force chaired by Peggy Sharp will be devel-

oping a plan to gather input from members about the 

Fellowship’s name. 

 

Thank You, 

From the Gateway Campaign 

hanks to the energy and generosity of our won-

derful congregation, we have had a very success-

ful capital campaign. The land is ours!  

The chart below tells you about our financial status. You 

can see that we had expenses that we didn’t plan for. 

And that could happen again. Therefore, as you can see 

from the TBDs, the future is a little murky.  

Peggy Sharp, one of our acquisition leaders, is still 

working with the county to determine the outcome on a 

couple of issues. Other decisions regarding the addition-

al parking will follow from the resolution of those. We 

expect to know more in the Feb./Mar. timeframe. Then 

the Board, with input from Finance and the Building and 

Grounds committees, will determine the best way to 

proceed. Stay tuned for updates in 2012. 

The Campaign is officially over. My work is done. 

But the expenses are high, the surprises difficult, and the 

need continues. If you would like to donate please talk to 

Ann Davis, our president, or simply send a check to the 

office with “Gateway” in the memo line. Thank you so 

much for your generous support of this important step 

toward our future! You are wonderful! 

Jean Rhian 

Chair, Gateway to  

Our Future Campaign 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Estimated 
Actual to 

Date 
Projected 

Total 
Income    
 Gifts 125,000 80,745 128,345 
 Chalice Lighters Grant 20,000 20,000 20,000 
Totals $145,000 $100,745 $148,345* 
    
Expenses    
 Purchase Price 110,250 110,250 110,250† 
 Closing Costs 3,000 3,000 3,000 
 Legal Fees 5,000 4,623 TBD 
 Engineering/Zoning 750 7,095 TBD 
 Fund Raising 0 567 TBD 
 Parking Installation 20,000 0 TBD 
 Security System 0 6,510 6,510‡ 
 Bank Loan Interest 6,000 0 3,000§ 
Totals $145,000 $132,045 TBD 

*Hurrah! †Great Price! ‡Ouch! §Yeah! 

T 



 
 

UUFE Contacts 
Minister: Rev. Gabriele Parks............................. 410-822-8103 

 minister@uufeaston.org 

President: Ann Davis ......................................... 410-745-2461 

 president@uufeaston.org 

Coordinator, Religious Education for Children 

 & Youth: Elizabeth Hausburg ............................ 410-476-4774 

Minister 

 Emeritus: Daniel G. Higgins, Jr., DMin 410-745-3462 

UUFE Office: ...................................................... 410-822-8103 

Newsletter Editor: Amy Eutsey ......................... 410-253-9791 

 eutseyeditor@yahoo.com 
 

Pictures courtesy of Lauren Dutton—thanks!  

 

 

 

 

Unitarian Universalist Principles 

Unitarian Universalism is a faith for those who want the free-

dom to develop their own religious values and beliefs without 

being bound by creed or dogma. There are seven principles 

that Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement for spiri-

tual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic 

process within our congregations and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and jus-

tice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence, of 

which we are a part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter submissions for the January issue are due 

December 15. 

 

CRE Liz Haus-

burg playing 

with the kids at 

the annual Fall 

Festival. 

New From the Murray Grove Retreat and  

Renewal Center 

A completely redesigned Web site. A new ga-ga court 

(Israeli dodge ball). A new 8-minute DVD on Murray 

Grove. Visit www.murraygrove.org to check it out, and 

for more information on these topics and more! And 

don’t miss our new quarterly electronic newsletter, the 

Hand-in-Hand. To receive it, e-mail newsletter@ 

murraygrove.org, or call us (609-693-5558). 

 


