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Sermons 

Reason and Spirituality 

Apr 3 On this special Open House Sunday, Rev. Gabi and Paul Sharp will 

discuss what exactly Unitarian Universalism’s message is. 

Apr 10 Hope for the Flowers 

Hope for the Flowers is an adult story written by Trina Paulus about seeking, 

living alone, living with others, loving, doing the right thing, diversity, inclu-

sivity, ethics, hard work, peace, justice, freedom, and anything else anyone 

gets from it. Debbie Simpers discusses this simple story that somehow reaches 

each person in a very different way.  

Apr 17 Earth Day 

Earth Day was founded on the premise that all people, regardless of race, 

gender, income, or geography have a right to a healthy, sustainable 

environment. Members of our Green Sanctuary Committee will explain what it 

means to become a ―Green Sanctuary‖ and discuss ways our congregation 

plans to help to reduce our environmental footprint.  

Two Services Easter Sunday 

Apr 24 Traditional Sunrise Service, 8 AM, Head of the Nature Trail 

―I have heard the words with my own ears, yet I cannot believe it.‖ A 

look at the Easter story through the eyes of Mary Magdalene. 

Apr 24 Who Rolled the Stone Away? 10 AM, Sanctuary 

Rev. Gabi will explore some of the metaphors relating to Easter. 

 

 

  

Newsletter 

First Sunday Potluck, April 3 

This potluck falls on Bring a Friend Sunday, so bring a little extra to share with 

our guests.  The food will be spread out in the Archer-Shee room, and you can 

take it in there before the service, unless it needs the oven. We’ll eat on tables 

set up in the sanctuary. It’s a great time to chat with others so plan to join us! 

 

Pictorial Directories Are Here! 

The UUFE Pictorial Directories have arrived and will be available for pick 

up at the Fellowship starting April 3 after service. Listen at the beginning of 

service for the announcement as to where they will be. 

April hath put a spirit of  

youth in everything. 

(William Shakespeare) 
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Ministerial Musings  

Giving Spirit 

raditionally, in both Eastern and Western monas-

tic traditions, monks have gone into the commu-

nity seeking donations of food to support them in 

their holy poverty. The alms bowl is one of the few pos-

sessions of the ascetics of the East. It is a symbol of their 

simple life and their connection to the community. Liv-

ing in faith that they will be taken care of, monks have 

relied on people who value what they do to support 

them. The people of the community likewise experience 

gratification for their ability to support the monks. 

Now, I’m not a monk, and I’d feel rather uncomfort-

able knocking on your doors with an alms bowl in my 

hands. However, I—along with the other staff of 

UUFE—depend on the pledges of this community in 

order to get a regular paycheck. We hope that you value 

what we do, and we rely on your support.  

As I said in my sermon on Canvass Sunday, a com-

munity such as our congregation is made up of interde-

pendent individuals and can only function if all are pull-

ing together to sustain the fellowship’s programs and 

services. We are in the middle of our Annual Steward-

ship Campaign, and I hope that you can ―think of giving 

not as a duty but as a privilege,‖ as John D. Rockefeller 

put it.  

We do not ask you that you tithe (ie, give 10% of 

your income to UUFE). Although that would be nice....It 

reminds me of a story I heard the other day about tithing. 

A missionary in Africa who received a knock on the 

door of his hut one afternoon answered and found a na-

tive boy holding a large fish. The boy said, ―Reverend, 

you taught us what tithing is, so here I’ve brought you 

my tithe.‖ As the missionary gratefully took the fish, he 

questioned the boy. ―If this is your tithe, where are the 

other nine fish?‖ At this, the boy beamed and said, ―Oh, 

they’re still back in the river. I’m going back to catch 

them now.‖ That’s the spirit of giving I hope you all 

have, optimistic and life affirming.  

I’m sure none of you suffers from ―cirrhosis of the 

giver.‖ This is ―an acute condition that renders a pa-

tient’s hands immobile when called upon to move in the 

direction of his wallet toward the offering plate. This 

strange malady is clinically unobservable in such sur-

roundings as the golf club, supermarket, clothing 

President’s Corner 

UUFE Is a Threshold Congregation 

ow, what a month! If you haven’t heard, 

UUFE was accepted as a Threshold Congre-

gation by the Central East Regional Group 

(CERG) of the UUA. That means we’ll be working in-

tensely on growth in numbers and exploring what diver-

sity can look like for us. Mark Bernstein of the Joseph 

Priestley District will be the CERG representative work-

ing with our congregation. Rev. Gabi, Ann Davis, and I 

will be meeting with Mark sometime in April and will 

start to plan a path forward as a Threshold Congregation. 

We are the smallest of all the congregations chosen.  

Also, since our last Newsletter, the congregation 

voted to purchase the property to the north of our current 

location. The vote was unanimous, so we obviously see 

the significance of this purchase for the growth of our 

congregation. Thank you for your faith in and dedication 

to UUFE! (If you are reading this, you’re eligible 

for a special prize drawing! Call Gail Woodall [410-820-

8541] for details.) Jean Rhian volunteered the day of the 

meeting to lead the Capital Campaign that will help to 

fund the purchase of the lot. Thank you Jean! Peter Paul, 

Peggy Sharp, and Dick Doughty continue working on 

negotiations for the purchase. I don’t know about you, 

but I’m excited!  

Looking ahead, mark your calendars for our annual 

meeting on Sunday, May 15. There are Bylaw changes 

that need to be voted on. The Board has been working on 

a mission statement to be used on our Web site and offi-

cial documents. We’ve been working along with the 

committees on a long-range plan. We’ll also recognize 

the efforts of everyone who makes UUFE what it is. 

See you at our work day on Saturday, April 2! 

Namaste, 

Nancy Sawyer 

store, and restaurant.‖ If you’ve filled out and handed in 

your pledge card already, thank you! And if you haven’t 

gotten around to it yet, why not do it right now? You 

might discover the same phenomenon as Maya Angelou, 

who wrote, ―I have found that among its other benefits, 

giving liberates the soul of the giver.‖  

Warmly, Rev. Gabi 

T W 
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Children’s Religious Education 

Mystery Friends has 

commenced! This program 

pairs an adult from our 

congregation with a kid in 

our RE program. They will 

pass notes to each other for 

several weeks and then meet 

at the annual Mystery Friends 

Potluck on April 17. Even if you do not participate, you 

are welcome to attend the potluck. Remember that the 

middle-school level classroom will be on the 1st and 3rd 

Sundays only. On all other Sundays, the youth are asked 

to remain in service. Liz Hausburg’s office hours are 

every 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 6:30–8:00 PM.  

PreK–1st 

We be exploring two gifts this month: the Gift of Learn-

ing Together and the Gift of Spirit. The first session in-

troduces the intangible gift of learning together. As UUs, 

we use this gift in affirming and promoting our seven 

principles. We cannot strive for justice, equity, and 

compassion in human relations (second principle) or 

work toward the goal of world community (sixth prin-

ciple) without being willing to learn what others feel and 

need. The second session introduces the intangible gift 

of spirit, which we give and receive as members of a 

faith community when we worship together, celebrate 

together, and support and comfort one another. 

Grades 2–4 

This month, we will explore two ideas: building world 

community and honoring life. In the first sessions, the 

UU Partner Church program provides a doorway into 

our sixth principle, the goal of world community with 

peace, liberty, and justice for all. The session about 

honoring life introduces our seventh principle, respect 

for the interdependent web of all existence of which we 

are a part, through the story of British Unitarian Beatrix 

Potter. In these sessions, the children identify 

connections that form the interdependent web of an 

ecosystem and explore their own relationship with the 

natural world. 

 

 

 

Grades 5–8 

On April 3 and April 17, the middle-school classroom 

will be working on the big question, ―How can I tell 

right from wrong?‖ and explore UU responses. We will 

explore and discuss the concept of the conscience and 

examine how one’s actions affect oneself and others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In today’s hectic world, there are few places where 

people can gather for mental and spiritual enrichment 

and discussions about topics that matter—ideas, insights, 

ethics, and solutions to the world’s prob-

lems. Such a place is the Wednesday 

night discussion group we hold at the 

UUFE at 7 PM. We can’t wait to see 

you.  

 

As seen from space, we live on a 

fragile planet, with interdepen-

dent links between the earth and 

the species that inhabit it. Now, 

for the first time in human histo-

ry, that delicate balanced is 

threatened by human activity, 

industrial pollution, and ignorance. Discussions led by 

Jim Richardson. 

Apr 6  An Inconvenient Truth 

An Inconvenient Truth is a passionate and inspirational 

look at Al Gore’s fervent crusade to halt global warm-

ing’s deadly progress by exposing the myths and mis-

conceptions that surround it, before it’s too late.   

Apr 13  The Botany of Desire 

Michael Pollan explores the nature of domesticated 

plants from the dual perspective of humans and the 

plants themselves. Using corn and the apple, we will 

Religious Education & Enrichment 
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explore the plant kingdom and its interaction with hu-

man beings.  

Apr 20  Sustainable Living 

We’ll explore how to simplify our lives through the 

animated ―The Story of Stuff.‖ Then Alex Steffen argues 

that reducing humanity’s ecological footprint is incredi-

bly vital now, as the western consumer lifestyle spreads 

to developing countries. And Amory Lovins lays out his 

simple plan for weaning the United States off oil and 

revitalizing the economy. (TED talks.) 

Apr 27  Movie: Planet Earth 

This Emmy-winning series transports nature lovers 

from the Himalayan Mountains to the depths 

of the ocean and everywhere in between, explor-

ing the planet’s most fascinating wildlife and challeng-

ing environments. 

 

May Preview 

 

We live in a country that 

proclaims the separation of 

church and state, and yet the 

two seem to constantly inte-

ract with each other. This 

interaction can lead to injus-

tice, war, and repression, while at the same time inspire 

idealism and moral courage. Discussions led by David 

Foster. 

The Wall of Separation  Playing the Devil—The Dark 

Side of Religion in Politics  Our Better Angels—The 

Positive Side of Religion in Politics  Movie—Inherit 

the World  

UUFE Spring Workday 

Apr 2, 9 AM–1:30 PM 

Many hands make light work! 

Gatherings 

First Friday Youth Night, Apr 1, 7 PM 

Remember to check the Youth Facebook Group for up-

dates on what’s going on. This month, we are putting on 

a talent show! Friends are welcome! 

Men’s Luncheon, Apr 6 & 20, 11:30 AM 

Join us the first and third Wednesdays each month at the 

Easton Diner on Rt. 50 (8451 Ocean Gateway).  

Book Discussion Group, Apr 21, 11:30 AM 

Join us at the Fellowship in the Archer-Shee room the 

third Thursday of the month. We invite all to bring a 

brown bag lunch and share in our very informal dis-

cussions. Even if you haven’t read the book, please 

come anyway. Coffee, tea, and dessert will be waiting. 

Our April book will be Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand 

by Helen Simonson. Gail Woodall will be our leader. 

Our May book is A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty 

Smith. Call Joanie Baynard (410-770-8277) for more 

information. 

Juliets Women’s Luncheon, Apr 28, 12 PM 

Ladies don’t miss out on our luncheon gathering! We’ll 

gather at Suzanne Clarke’s, who will provide a beautiful 

view of Spencer Creek, warm hospitality, beverages, and 

dessert. Please bring yourselves and a portable lunch. 

Kindly contact Suzanne (410-745-2526 [h], 410-967-

7369 [c], or sjclarke232@gmail.com) to let her know 

that you are planning to attend. Last-minute guests are 

always welcome. (See page 8 for directions.) 

 

Member Services 

Next Meeting 
Wed, Apr 13, 3:00 PM, Fellowship Building 

 

New Member 

Our newest UUFE member is Donna Cunningham. 

Donna has been attending UUFE for a number of 

months and signed our Membership Book after the In-

troduction to UU class this past February. Her autobio-

graphy will be posted in the Fellowship foyer. You can 

also look for Donna on Sundays and get to know her 

better. 

mailto:gbwoodall@goeaston.net
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Farewell 
On a sadder note, we regret that Claudia and Robert Tsas 

and Claudia’s son, Santiago Rios, have moved away 

from the area. We hope to see some of the family back 

for a visit during the Multicultural Fair on May 7. 

 

Visitors’ Sunday, Apr 3 

Spring is a wonderful time to show off your church 

home to friends, neighbors, or work associates who may 

be looking for a church with a liberal religious message. 

We hope that you will invite someone to accompany or 

meet you at UUFE on April 3 for our Sunday worship 

followed by a potluck, with everyone welcome to attend. 

 

Multicultural Fair, May 7 

Another event to place on your calendar is the annual 

Talbot County Multicultural Fair that will be held in Id-

lewild Park on Saturday, May 7, from 10 AM to 3 PM. A 

rain location will be determined. Once again, UUFE will 

be represented with a table with information and activi-

ties for children. Last year, our cookie decorating activi-

ty was a big hit. Please plan to attend this vibrant, lively 

community event. If you have some time to spare that 

day, we would welcome your presence at our table. 

 

A Lovely “Thought for the Day” 

―Living churches always have a parking problem; dying 

churches don’t. Living churches are constantly changing 

their methods; dying churches don’t have to. Living 

churches have lots of noisy kids; dying churches are 

quiet. Living churches grow so fast you forget people’s 

names; in dying churches you’ve known everyone’s 

names for years.‖ —From Interconnections, a publica-

tion of the Unitarian Universalist Association, March 

2011. 

 

 

he pie chart of expenses in the Stewardship bro-

chure shows the SJC share for the current year 

was $3,630 or 2.0% of the annual budget. We 

collected $5,470 for special collections and $600 for cof-

fee sales for a total of 3.5%. You will note the special 

collection/coffee wedge is in addition to the whole pie 

for expenses as it is not part of the fixed budget. Last 

year’s budget was $172,425. Our outreach funds amount 

to 5.5% of last year’s budget. Not bad. Our goal is a 

tithe, 10% of the budget. What do we do with these 

funds? To quote the Stewardship Campaign brochure: 

 ―Social Justice is the expression of our UU 

ideals. Our Social Justice Committee works with 

other faith communities to positively affect 

those in need in the community surrounding us. 

We provide financial support for a number of 

local community service organizations. Our fa-

cility is used to provide shelter for homeless dur-

ing the cold winter days.‖ 

We communicate with UUFE about our work by means 

of a monthly column in the Newsletter, speakers, and 

publicity in the Order of Service for Special Collections 

and presentations to our Fellowship, as has recently been 

done on Social Justice Sunday on March 27. Five speak-

ers from local organizations presented a brief snapshot 

of their charity. Each made a 4-minute pitch from the 

pulpit as follows: 

 Mid-Shore Riverkeeper, Tom Leigh, re: Environ-

ment and Project Clean Streams (Apr 2) 

 Mental Health Association, Tina Mills, re: Mental 

Health and their speaker series 

 Mid-Shore Mediators, Peter Taillie, re: Conflict 

Mediation and reentry mediation 

 Rebuilding Together Caroline, Jake Jacobs, re: 

Habitat Improvement and example projects 

 Talbot Interfaith Shelter, Julie Lowe, re: Home-

lessness and plans for winter 2011  
 

These talks helped the congregation to get a better view 

of the various organizations and the areas we support. 

Other than special collections, our support is $500/year 

T 



Celebrating 50 Years! 6 April 2011 

for selected charities. We have found that special collec-

tions net an average of $1,350. 

Migrant Ministry 

The Interfaith community of Easton has undertaken a 

ministry to migrant workers at four camps in Caroline 

County for more than 8 years. The camps house approx-

imately 90 men and women during the growing season 

from mid-June to Labor Day. The workers come from 

countries, including Mexico, Haiti, and El Salvador as 

well as from Puerto Rico and Florida. Children accom-

pany their parents on occasion, and we provide for them 

as well. 

The needs of the workers range from toothbrushes 

and other toiletries to work boots, long-sleeved shirts, 

hats, and sweatshirts. Some enjoy reading, and we try to 

provide books in both Spanish and English. 

This year, the Talbot Association of Clergy and Lai-

ty will sponsor this project. Faith groups will be collect-

ing and delivering donations every 2 weeks during the 

summer. UUFE will be doing this on July 11 and will 

deliver donations only on that date. This is a change 

from previous years when donations were accepted 

throughout the summer. Each faith group will let the 

following group know of needs, which vary from week 

to week.  

Volunteers will be needed to go the camps on July 

11; anyone speaking Spanish will be especially wel-

comed, but this is not required. Those who visit are al-

ways welcomed with sincere enthusiasm and gratitude. 

Please see Mary Young for more details. 

 

 

Our Green Projects 

n order to qualify for Green Sanctuary Status, UUFE 

has to complete 12 different projects related to the 

environment, divided among certain categories. The 

categories and the number of projects required are: wor-

ship (2), religious education (1), adult enrichment (1), 

environmental justice (2), and sustainable living (4). So 

here is the list of projects that the Green Sanctuary 

Committee has selected, working with the appropriate 

committees. Among the four major committees and the 

Green Sanctuary Committee, we have selected a total of 

14 projects to be submitted for approval. These are as 

follows (by category): 

Sustainable Living 

1. CFL light replacement 

2. Plant and animal inventory of nature trail 

3. Energy awareness education program 

4. Community-supported agriculture program 

5. Plant allergy program 

Environmental Justice 

6. Oxford Road Cleanup 

7. UUFE stream bed and road cleanup 

8. Assist River Keepers in waterfront and stream 

cleanup 

Adult Education 

9. Saving the Earth at Emerson Cafe 

10. Green Sanctuary Newsletter column  

Children’s RE 

11. Planting Annuals with Children’s Religious Educa-

tion  

Worship 

12. Earth Day celebration 

13. Water communion 

14. Blessing the animals 

Some of these programs will have already begun imple-

mentation prior to final approval by UUA. Any adjust-

ments to these programs will be made prior to final sub-

mission. During the coming months, we will be 

discussing these projected in greater detail. If you have a 

particular interest in working with any of these projects, 

just give Jim Richardson a call at 410 745-5001 or email 

him at designs@atlanticbb.net. Because the sooner we 

accomplish our projects, the sooner we qualify for Green 

Sanctuary certification.  

Earth Day, Apr 22   
All during the month of April, we will be celebrating our 

planet at Emerson Café. This month-long celebration 

also qualifies as 1 of our 12 projects for Green Sanctuary 

certification. The Sunday service on April 17 also is a 

celebration of our relationship with nature and qualifies 

as another project. The Emerson Café presentations in-

clude discussions of An Inconvenient Truth with Al 

Gore, The Botany of Desire by Michael Pollan, The Sto-

I 

mailto:designs@atlanticbb.net
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ry of Stuff, and the stunning nature film Planet Earth. 

The discussions will be led by Jim Richardson, the 

committee chair for the Green Sanctuary Committee. 

See the Emerson Café section on pp. 3-4 or this Newslet-

ter for more details.  

Wow. Two projects down in 1 month, and a fun ex-

perience as well. 

Kermit 

Board Highlights 

Threshold Congregation Program 

UUFE is among nine congregations that have been ac-

cepted by the Central East Regional Group of UUA out 

of a pool of 27 applying for this program! Our 3-year 

consultation will begin May 1, 2011, and will advise us 

in ways in which to grow.  

North Property 

The Board authorized the execution of the Agreement of 

Sale for the North Property subsequent to unanimous 

congregational approval on March 6, 2011, to purchase 

the North Property, obtain a quitclaim deed to Fourth 

Street, expand our parking facilities, and establish a 

capital campaign to accomplish this expansion. 

In light of being approved for the Threshold Congrega-

tion Program and our decision to purchase North Proper-

ty, the Board has approved the formation of a Marketing 

Task Force.  

Holy Humor 

God and My New Diet 

After starting a new diet, I altered my drive to work to 

avoid passing my favorite bakery. I accidentally drove 

by the bakery this morning and as I approached, there in 

the window were a host of goodies. I felt this was no 

accident, so I prayed, ―Lord, it’s up to you, if you want 

me to have any of those delicious goodies, create a park-

ing place for me directly in front of the bakery.‖ And 

sure enough, on the eighth time around the block, there it 

was! God is good! 

Opening Day in Heaven 

St. Peter and Satan were having an argument one day 

about baseball. Satan proposed a game to be played on 

neutral grounds between a select team from the heavenly 

host and his own hand-picked boys.  

―Very well,‖ said the gatekeeper of Heaven. ―But 

you realize, I hope, that we’ve got all the good players 

and the best coaches.‖ 

―I know, and that’s all right,‖ Satan answered unper-

turbed. ―We’ve got all the umpires.‖ 

 

Murray Grove Musical/Artistic 

Coffee Houses 

Every 2nd Wednesday  7–9 PM Entertainment   

$10/Person  Doors Open at 6:30 PM  Bring Your 

Favorite Appetizers and/or Desserts To Share  BYOB 

April 13, Bottleneck guitarist Pete Wagula reprises his 

very popular performance last fall. May 11, ―A fierce, 

female guitar and percussion duo,‖ ViRAGO, play rock, 

Latin, and blues. RSVP at murraygrove@murraygrove. 

org or 609-693-5558.  

Ask us about volunteering and bartering opportunities. 

And don’t miss our new quarterly electronic newsletter, 

the Hand-in-Hand. To receive it, email newsletter@ 

murraygrove.org, or call us! 

For information and registration: 

Murray Grove Retreat and Renewal Center 

PO Box 246, Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734 

609-693-5558 

www.murraygrove.org  

Coming Soon From CCoM 

The Committee on Congregational Ministry will 

be conducting a congregational survey to help 

assess how well UUFE’s ministries are serving 

your needs. More details to follow. 

file:///C:/Users/Amy%20Eutsey/Documents/Amy's%20Stuff/UUFE%20Newsletter/April%202011/murraygrove@murraygrove.org
file:///C:/Users/Amy%20Eutsey/Documents/Amy's%20Stuff/UUFE%20Newsletter/April%202011/murraygrove@murraygrove.org
mailto:newsletter@murraygrove.org
mailto:newsletter@murraygrove.org


 
 

UUFE Contacts 
Minister: Rev. Gabriele Parks............................. 410-822-8103 

 minister@uufeaston.org 

President: Nancy Sawyer ................................... 443-362-0946 

 president@uufeaston.org 

Coordinator, Religious Education for Children 

 & Youth: Elizabeth Hausburg ............................ 410-476-4774 

Music Director: Marcie Schiff ........................... 410-822-8103 

Minister 

 Emeritus: Daniel G. Higgins, Jr., DMin 410-745-3462 

UUFE Office: ...................................................... 410-822-8103 

Newsletter Editor: Amy Eutsey ......................... 410-253-9791 

 eutseyeditor@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Directions to Suzanne Clarke’s: Suzanne’s address is 127 

Miles Ln. in St. Michaels. Follow Rt 33 (St. Michaels Rd) to 

the outskirts of St. Michaels. You will see the Shannahan 

Company sign on your left. Opposite Shannahan’s, you will 

see Miles Ln; turn right and follow Miles Ln between the small 

houses and through a gate. 

  

 

Unitarian Universalist Principles 
Unitarian Universalism is a faith for those who want the free-

dom to develop their own religious values and beliefs without 

being bound by creed or dogma. There are seven principles 

that Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement for spiri-

tual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic 

process within our congregations and in society at large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and jus-

tice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence, of 

which we are a part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter submissions are due the 15th of the month.  

 

The UU Bed and Breakfast Directory. 

Visit www.UUreHome.com or write 

to info@uurehome.com. 

Be Prepared! We will be having a fire drill 

toward the end of the service on Sunday, Apr 17. 

Visit our Web site to refresh your memory of 

our evacuation plans (http://uufeaston.org/bldg-

public/UUFE%20Fire%20Evacuation 

%20Plan.pdf) 

http://uufeaston.org/bldg-public/UUFE%20Fire%20Evacuation%20Plan.pdf
http://uufeaston.org/bldg-public/UUFE%20Fire%20Evacuation%20Plan.pdf
http://uufeaston.org/bldg-public/UUFE%20Fire%20Evacuation%20Plan.pdf

