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For over 15 summers
Camp Seagull has
worked with children
ages 5-18 with devel-
opmental disabilities
such as cerebral palsy
and autism. Camp
continues the physical
and social develop-
ment achieved during
the school year. Some
20-30 children attend
the 5-week camp. A very
high staff to child ratio is
needed.

The Dorchester YMCA trans-
ports the campers to and
from their homes. They par-
ticipate in a wide variety of
activities suitable to their
abilities. Experienced teach-
ers are recruited so the chil-
dren see a familiar face
when they arrive at camp to
create a safe environment.
Some of the physical, occu-
pational, and speech thera-
pists who work with the
children during the school
year work with them
during camp. Each
child has a course of
work designed to
help them to achieve
their summer goals.

Camp Seagull offers the only
program of its kind in
Dorchester County.  Grant
dollars are  scarce we strug-
gle to reduce our costs so
that camp can continue. This
is the first year that we have
to ask families to contribute
to the cost of camp. We are
committed to helping families
who need assistance with
tuition and your Outreach
Collection will help with these
scholarships. Last summer
we served 24 campers at a
cost of $12,500.

Here are two stories
about the impact of
Camp Seagull. Lo-
gan has Cerebral
Palsy and was be-
ginning to walk on
his own. Our staff
helped Logan prac-
tice his exercises
daily.  By summer’s
end he was able to
walk over 20 steps

with little to no help. Similarly
Destiny who has autism fin-
ished the school year having
made great progress with
basic communication in her
classroom. Last summer
were able to support the
skills that Destiny had been
working on. We were thrilled
the day that she was able to
say “I want to blow bubbles”.
This simple phrase was a joy
to all.

With your help we will be
able to continue this program
each summer! Please make
your check out to Dorchester

YMCA with Camp
Seagull as the memo.
This is a tax deductible
contribution.
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