
The Aguayuda team is
Eastern Shore based
and in Columbia and

helps provide safe potable
water. Note the name: Agua,
Spanish for “water”, and
ayuda, Spanish for “help”.
They develop cost-effective
and easy-to-maintain water
and sanitation solutions to
combat health threats such
as child mortality, diarrhea,
and dehydration. Their work
builds healthy communities.
Children are able to spend
more time in school, and
adults have more time to
work and participate in the
community. Established in
2006, Aguayuda provides a range of
sustainable water and sanitation
solutions for more than 10,000
people in 29 poor communities in
Colombia, South America.

Aguayuda’s  environmentally
friendly  solutions include wells,
windmills, solar pumps, rain
harvesting systems, water filtration,
water distribution systems, and
composting latrines.  Filtration
includes the family/school “SkyBox
Filter” which purifies water at the
point-of-use. With a five year life, at
a cost of $400, this easy to maintain
item is a significant addition to
Aguayuda’s mix. Its filtration rate is
25 liters per hour.  Our outreach
collection last year was used to
install “SkyBoxes”.

So far, Aguayuda has installed nine
SkyBox filters which helped 2,550
people. One of the filters provides
clean water to the San Antonio de
Aremasain boarding school. The
school kitchen provides food and
beverages to all of the students and
teachers. At first the kitchen
employees did not understand why
a filter was necessary. They
believed the water from the well was
okay. When Evangelina Choperena,
the kitchen manager of the boarding
school, saw how dirty the well water
was compared to the filtered
SkyBox water she exclaimed, “It is
cool because now our students are
heathier!”

This year, Aguayuda has added a
handwashing component in La
Guajira, by building Tippy Tap
handwashing stations to prevent the
spread of diarrheal diseases and
pnueumonia. Handwashing with
soap is the single-most cost
effective health intervention. “With
the Tippy Tap, adios to bacteria!”

For more information, please go to
their website, www.aguayuda.org.
Please make your check out to
Aguayuda with Handwashing in the
memo line. This is a tax deductible
contribution.
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