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Midshore
Riverkeeper
Conservancy
is a non-profit organization
dedicated to the restoration
and preservation of the
rivers of Maryland’s mid
Eastern Shore.  We employ a
full time executive director
and two full time
scientist/advocates, our
Choptank and Miles-Wye
Riverkeepers, all of whom
work at every level through
lobbying, advocacy,
education, and outreach to
protect our local waterways
and to serve as a constant
voice on behalf of these
resources which are so vital
to our communities.

2010 - 2011
Initiatives
Below is a sampling of our
work over the past twelve
months:

§ We’ve appealed the State
of Delaware’s new pro-
posed chicken manure regu-
lations.  Chicken manure is a
major source of phosphorus
and nitrogen pollution in
our rivers.  We seek to
strengthen those regula-
tions. Settlement negotia-
tions are underway.

§ We are filing to intervene
on behalf of the EPA in a
lawsuit brought against EPA
by the American Farm Bu-
reau. The Farm Bureau is
seeking to derail the TMDL
(Total Maximum Daily Load)
process pursuant to which
the EPA is finally requiring

the Bay states to develop
Watershed Implementation
Plans designed to reduce
pollution in impaired water-
ways in order to meet the
TMDL benchmarks. This
new important architecture
is essential in the renewed
fight to save our rivers.

§ We worked to help state
leaders develop sensible
lawn fertilizer legislation,
and our Riverkeepers testi-
fied and lobbied extensively
this session to see it passed.
There are 1,000,000 acres
of lawn in the state com-
pared to about 1,200,000
acres of agriculture.  Nitro-
gen and phosphorus in lawn
fertilizer must be reduced

to improve water quality.
The legislation passed.

§ Our Riverkeepers testified
and lobbied extensively on
legislation to ban arsenic in
chicken feed.  The bill was
tabled for study for one
more year, but significant
new legislative support has
resulted.

§ We are involved at a num-
ber of levels with our coun-
ty governments in
developing and implement-
ing realistic, effective, and
transparent Water Imple-
mentation Plans.

§ We added Tom Leigh to
our staff as our Miles-Wye
Riverkeeper, who will be

patrolling the Miles, Wye,
and Eastern Bay this year and
working at every level to pro-
tect these waterways.

§ We obtained two new out-
standing boats to assist us in
river patrol and water quality
monitoring.

§ Drew Koslow, our Chop-
tank Riverkeeper, working
with Talbot Creekwatchers,
completed our first year of
water quality monitoring
testing 77 sites bi-monthly.
The data has been analyzed
and was  presented along
with our first Report Card on
April 14, and provides impor-
tant insights into pollution
trends and sources in our wa-
terways. It will also serve as a
predicate to measure the ef-
fectiveness of remediation
programs.

§ In partnership with county
government and others we
are seeking substantial funds
in grant money to undertake
restoration and remediation
projects along our waterways
where pollution problems are
particularly severe.

§ We brought to Easton its
first Environmental Film Fes-
tival last November at the
Avalon Theatre and will host
it again this year, and we are
making our own film about
our local rivers which will an-
chor this year’s program.

§ We work with local schools
in river cleanup and other
ecological programs.


